ISE-CENTER

"the ISE-Center is developing in a dynamic and orderly way, avoiding any serious failures or crises. The ISE-Center has already found a proper place among Russian non-profit organizations. It is known to Moscow experts as well as to scholars and educators in other regions of Russia".

Andrey Kortunov,  President of the ISE-Center.

ISE-CENTER – a new generation organization.

When summing up the first results of ISE-Center development, one should take into account that from the very beginning, the founders set themselves the ambiguous task of creating a "new generation" non-profit organization which would measure up to international standards and meet the current requirements of Russia’s Third Sector. The intention was not just to set up a mechanism for implementing specific programs and projects, but also to work out a model that could eventually be used by other non-profit organizations in different spheres of social life. 

Substantial risk had to be taken at the outset: many proven technologies and long-standing traditions of the 1990’s were rejected in order to take a fresh look at basic issues, such as program decision-making, in-process project monitoring and performance evaluation, SWOT analysis, information support, strategic development plan, etc. It was vital to set the right priorities and abandon many attractive but non-core projects. The management assumed a more careful recruitment policy, giving up the "informal team" approach typical of the non-profit sector. This is why the ISE-Center, initiated in the autumn of 1999 as one of the programs of the Moscow Public Science Foundation (MPSF), in early 2002 became an independent organization with its own work philosophy and development path. While retaining and developing the MPSF research and education heritage accumulated over the past decade, the ISE-Center was immediately recognized as a new type of entity distinguished from its predecessors in some important ways.

To claim that the ISE-Center has accomplished its mission as formulated by the founders would be premature. In terms of managerial structure and work content, the organization is still in the formative stage. Nevertheless, it would be safe to state that the ISE-Center is developing in a dynamic and orderly way, avoiding any serious failures or crises. The ISE-Center has already found a proper place among Russian non-profit organizations. It is known to Moscow experts as well as to scholars and educators in other regions of Russia.

Today the ISE-Center has all the characteristics of a modern non-profit organization: competent and experienced staff, representative and efficient Board of Trustees, a broad base of qualified experts in various fields of knowledge, a network of partners in Russia and abroad, and a diversified financial base. We can boast an informative (and already quite popular) website, an extensive publications program, a responsive and efficient Financial Service. Of equal importance are the ISE-Center’s regular contacts with a large number of public institutions, primarily with the Russian Federation Ministry of Education and the country’s leading universities.

The core activity of the ISE-Center has been the Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE) Program, which is currently approaching the end of its first stage (2000 – 2003). The process of establishing a network of regional Centers for Advanced Studies and Education, hosted by Russia’s largest classical universities, is almost complete (launch of the ninth CASE in the Southern Federal District is expected in 2003). Two nation-wide competitions for individual and collective research grants have been held: of the almost two thousand applicants, more than three hundred were awarded grants. The Resource Center of the Program set up at the St. Petersburg State University has become operational. Another achievement is successful implementation of the first phase of CASE libraries acquisition, with each CASE receiving hundreds of volumes of modern Western literature.

The CASE program is distinguished for its complexity: it consists of many diverse components which are intended to be in constant interaction. It is a true example of a "new generation" charity program combining both grant-awarding and operational activities which encompass individual, collective and institutional grants, technical assistance and monitoring, networking and international cooperation. Another complicating feature is multiplicity of funding sources; what’s more, this is one of the rare cases in Russia where budget funds are used (through the RF Ministry of Education) in addition to those of Western charity institutions (Carnegie Corporation, MacArthur Foundation and Open Society Institute). This unusual format certainly translates into additional workload for ISE-Center staff, but it also makes the Program unique.

However, neither technological complexity nor the diversity of content is an end in itself; instead, these features of the Program represent a deliberate attempt to perfect the most promising models for creating a strong University sector within the Russian social-science and humanities community. The Program aims to provide answers to crucial questions asked by those who think about the prospects of Russian science at the regional level. How can an institution integrate research with educational activities? How to consolidate the academic community, now rather scattered? What is the proper balance between fundamental and applied research? What types of research can be categorized as innovative under the present circumstances? Are Western techniques and methodologies applicable to the study of Russian realities? Should the main emphasis be placed on talented "outsiders" working individually, or large academic and educational institutions? Are Russian scholars ready to meet the challenge of globalizing research and education markets?

The list of questions could go on. Just a few years ago most answers sounded rather pessimistic or even apocalyptic. Today there seem to be grounds for cautious optimism. It’s premature to talk about any real revival, but the signs of revitalized research activity in the regions are quite obvious. The CASE Program has been designed to encourage this revitalization, find the best possible mechanisms for developing innovative research activity within universities, and assist in formulating and implementing a national strategy in this sphere, which is vital for the future of Russian science.

Quite naturally, a number of additional modules were build around the CASE Program, each representing an individual project; still, those modules remain closely integrated with the ISE-Center’s core activity. One of the most successful projects of 2002 was the "Intellectual Audit" of classical Russian universities, aimed to assess the current status and development potential of social sciences and humanities in those universities. The Intellectual Audit initially targeted the Ural, Voronezh and Tomsk Universities; five more universities hosting CASEs will be covered in the near future. The project has an obvious applied value, as it allows CASEs to identify their prospective areas of development. Another goal is to build up a set of technologies that would help Russian universities design their own social science and humanities research strategies. Is seems reasonable to expect that project results will be in demand not just within the CASE Program but in the Russian educational community at large.

Another promising ISE-Center project is the Independent Training Materials Certification Committee (ITMCC). The project involves comprehensive assessment of more than seven hundred text books, training manuals and course materials created over the past few years by the country’s leading universities with the financial support of the National Training Foundation and the Open Society Institute. The best materials will be brought together in discipline-specific educational packages and recommended for introduction into Russian schools of higher learning. As is also true of the "Intellectual Audit", the ITMCC project has both immediate and longer-term objectives: one expected outcome is a truly independent training materials assessment procedure which is of vital importance for Russia’s education system.

Another important initiative of the ISE-Center is the permanent Education Donors’ Forum (EDF). Started as an informal discussion hub of a few Western and Russian organizations operating in the field, in the course of one year EDF turned into an effective mechanism for information exchange, standardization and, at times, coordination of work programs by major research and educational donors. There are all necessary conditions for this initiative to succeed.

The creation of ISE-Center coincided with the beginning of a new phase in the development of Russian science and education. The years-long trend of diminishing public funding in this area has been arrested. For the first time in years both federal and regional governments have moved away from gap filling practices and began to look for an optimal strategy for the research and education sector, which would become a key component of a general socio-economic development strategy. For the first time in the past decade the issues concerning science and education were placed for broad public debate. For the first time a practical approach was taken to integrating Russian scholars into the international academic and educational community. As one among many non-profit organizations in the area of research and education, the ISE-Center is prepared to play its proper role in implementing the tasks of this new stage.

Andrey V. Kortunov,

President of the Independent Non-profit Organization 

"ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.)"   

About us. In brief.

"ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.)" is a Russian charity institution that was established in 2002 with a mission to implement grant-funded research projects in the area of social sciences and humanities; from 1999 it was operating as Center for New Technology of the Moscow Public Science Foundation (MPSF).

ISE-Center major goals and objectives include the following: supporting and organizing academic research activities; developing and organizing research and education programs aimed to revive the best traditions of Russian academic studies and education; encouraging the integration of state-of-the-art technology into research and education in the areas of social sciences and humanities, and university education in general; promoting the growth of Russian research and education centers.

One of the major initiatives currently implemented by the ISE-Center is the CASE (Centers for Advanced Studies and Education) Program. This Program was initiated in 2000 and receives support from the Russian Ministry of Education, the Kennan Institute, the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, and the Open Society Institute (Soros Foundation). The Program is aimed to expand the sphere of academic research in social sciences and humanities; enhance the quality of fundamental and applied research; develop existing academic schools and promoting emergent research teams in the area of social sciences and humanities; and achieve closer cooperation of Russian scholars with their counterparts in CIS and other countries. The core component of the Program is the eight Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE) hosted by the Voronezh, Far East, Irkutsk, Kaliningrad, Novgorod, Saratov, Tomsk and Ural State Universities. Competition is under way to select the host university for a ninth CASE in the Southern Federal District. The Program's Resource Center is operating under the auspeces of the St. Petersburg State University.   

In cooperation with the National Training Foundation (NTF) the ISE-Center is implementing a project to establish an Independent Training Materials Certification Committee (ITMCC). The project involves designing a set of documents regulating ITMCC activity, ensuring its regular operation, and conducting expert assessment and certification of training materials prepared under NTF’s Education Innovation Project (EIP) and the Chairs Support Program of the Open Society Institute. The Independent Training Materials Certification Committee will remain active throughout 2003, and possibly thereafter.

The ISE-Center is an active participant of regular meetings of Russian and foreign grant-making institutions supporting research and educational activities – the Education Donors’ Forum (EDF). The EDF mechanism was set up in response to initiative by the RF Ministry of Education and a number of charity foundations to coordinate efforts that promote research and education development in Russia. The goals of EDF meetings are to create a single system of information exchange between the foundations, and to work out a strategy of future cooperation with state agencies and institutions.

The ISE-Center is planning to activate the "Intellectual Audit" project that was pilot-tested in 2002. This project is aimed to make a meaningful assessment of existing capacity and future prospects for the advancement of social science and humanities disciplines in Russia’s regional universities.

The ISE-Center is implementing a publications program which includes two series: "Monographs" and "Scholarly Papers". For more information, please visit the ISE-Center website where you can also download some of our books available in electronic form. 

Andrey V. Kortunov,

President of the Independent Non-profit Organization 

"ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.)"   

Irina V. Laktionova,

Executive Director of the Independent Non-profit Organization "ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.)"  

Postal address: P. o. box 231,  107078,  Moscow, Russia 

www.ino-center.ru, info@ino-center.ru, 

www.iriss.ru – CASE Program website 

Members of the ISE-Center Board of Trustees. 

• Viktor  Bolotov

First Deputy Minister of Education of the Russian Federation 

• Yekaterina Yegorova 

Chairperson of the Council of Founders «Niccolo M» Political advice center 

• Irene Commeau 

Managing Director, European Business Club 

• Andrey Kortunov 

President, "ISE-Center (Information, Scholarship, Education)" 

• Irina Laktionova

Executive Director, "ISE-Center (Information, Scholarship, Education)"  

• Andrey Melville

Vice-Rector, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-University) of  the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

• Sergei Monakhov 

Vice-President, YUKOS oil company; Directorate Chairman and Executive Secretary, Federation for Internet Education

• Alexandre Chubaryan

Director, Institute of General History, Russian Academy of Science.

• Alexandre Shishlov

Head of the State Duma Committee for Education and Sciences 

Scientific council.

• Leokadia Drobizheva – professor, doctor of history, director of the Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

• Leonid Ionin – doctor of philosophy, professor, dean of Applicable Political Studies Department of the Higher School of Economics.

• Vladimir Baranovskiy – doctor of history, correspondent member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, deputy director of the Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

• Alexei Maslov - doctor of history, professor, head of the General History Chair, RUDN.

• Vladimir Mironov -  doctor of philosophy, professor, vice-rector of  the Moscow State University.

• Elena Shestopal – doctor of philosophy, professor, head of the Applicable Psychology Chair of the Moscow State University.

• Andrey Yurevich – doctor of psychology, head of the social psychology department of Institute of the natural sciences and techniques history of the Russian Academy of Sciences.  

Donors and Partners of the ISE-Center.

The Russian Federation Ministry of Education is a federal executive body, which carries out the Government’s educational policy and coordinates the work of higher and vocational education institutions. It also coordinates activities of research centers and other organizations within the educational domain, and administers professional testing of top-grade researchers and teachers.

Together with other executive agencies, the Ministry of Education is involved in the formulation and implementation of government’s scientific and technological policy. The Ministry designs specialized, intergovernmental and inter-departmental programs and projects in the areas of education, research and youth policy at the federal level. The Ministry ensures fulfillment of Russian Federation obligations resulting from international agreements concerning youth policy, as well as from international research and technological cooperation programs, inter-departmental contracts and agreements.

The Ministry of Education organizationally includes several hundred university-level educational institutions and research organizations. Universities have problem-focused research laboratories, technoparks, research institutes, design offices, specialized centers for engineer, scientific and methodology studies, and pilot production facilities. Schools of higher learning and other organizations under the Ministry totally employ around 200,000 research staff and faculty members.

The Carnegie Corporation of New York (USA) was founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1911 to promote "the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding." As a grantmaking foundation, the Corporation seeks to carry out Carnegie's vision of philanthropy, which he said should aim "to do real and permanent good in this world."

Carnegie Corporation gives priority to education, promotion of international security and disarmament, international development, and fostering democracy. 

The program areas that are now the focus of the Corporation's work have evolved over time, adapting to changing circumstances. Current programs have been designed to correspond with the Corporation's historic mission and legacy and to maintain the continuity of its work.

In the 21st century Carnegie Corporation is facing the challenge of how to further support the development of a global community. 

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (USA) is a private, grant-making organization established in 1978. Its head office is in Chicago. Since the fall of 1992 the Foundation has been operating an office in Moscow and implementing a program of financial support targeting projects in Russia and other independent countries of the former Soviet Union.

The Foundation supports groups and individuals seeking sustainable improvement in human living conditions. The Foundation aims to promote the development of healthy personalities and effective communities; safeguard peace among countries and peoples and peace inside ourselves; support responsible choices relating to human reproduction; and preserve the global ecosystem that can sustain healthy human societies. The Foundation achieves these goals by supporting research, policy analysis, results dissemination, education and professional training, as well as practical work.

Open Society Institute (Soros Foundation) is an international grant-making organization founded by the financier and philanthropist George Soros. OSI initiates and supports programs in such areas as education, culture and art, public health, and civil initiatives, which help promote the ideas and mechanisms of open society. The Foundation has offices in more than 30 countries. Its governing bodies are located in New York and Budapest. 

National Training Foundation (NTF) –  is a non-profit organization, set up in 1994 by the Russian Federation Government decision for implementing large-scale education projects. The NTF strategy is to assist in creating efficient education, training and retraining of specialists for the national economy. NTF efforts are presently focused on implementing the Education Innovation Project, financed by the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development loan. NTF has close contacts with governmental bodies, regional Administrations, professional unions and associations.  NTF activity guiding principle is total openness and access to its information for contractors and donors that is implemented through regular reporting to the NTF Board, RF Ministry of Finance, IBRD and a wide scope of information to the public.

The Kennan Institute (USA) – was founded in December 1974 through the joint initiative of Ambassador George F. Kennan, then Wilson Center director James Billington, and historian S. Frederick Starr. It was named in honor of Ambassador Kennan's relative, George Kennan "the Elder," a nineteenth-century explorer of Russia and Siberia. Throughout the past year the Kennan Institute has focused on numerous topics including: Multiculturism; Migrants and Higher Education in the Former Soviet Union. The Institute awards scholarships to researchers from the Newly Independent States (NIS) of the former Soviet Union to conduct research in Washington, D.C. In addition, it offers a variety of grants to U.S.-based scholars pursuing topics in the Russian/NIS field. To support Institute’s activities in Russia, the Institute has representative offices in Moscow and Kyiv. 

ISE-Center has partner relations with the following institutions:

The National Council for Eurasian and East European Studies (NCEEER);

The International Institute for Security Studies 

(IISS);

Carnegie Moscow Center;

American Council for International Education;

IREX/Russia;

Fulbright Exchange Program in the 

Russian Federation.

Brief Financial Account (01.04.02-01.04.03)

1. Funding sources 


thousand $ USA

1. The Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies 

(financing of higher education assistance program )
$500

2. The Kennan Institute (the Carnegie  Corporation budgeting)
$1,764

3. The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
$400

4. NTF (project "ICTMC" budgeting)
$18

TOTAL  ICE - Center:
$2,681

5. Cofinancing by Russian Federation Ministery of Education
$329

TOTAL:
$3,010

2.Expenditure Pattern


thousand $ USA

1. CASE grants - total, including:
$1,469

Support of CASE libraries
$397

Competition for individual and joint grants in the area of social 

sciences and humanities 
$146

Support of international CASE projects
$270

CASE Conferences and "Round tables" 
$206

Support of CASE publications
$122

Individual financial CASE support
$329*

2. Information  support of the program
$210

3. Îperating expenses  (including publications, conferences, seminars, 

realisation of venture and publishing projects)
$1,313

4. Project " Independent Committee for Training Material 

Certification (ICTMC)
$18

TOTAL:
$3,010

*Financing by the Ministery of Education of regional universities - participants of CASE program

Financing Plan for  2003.

1. Funding sources


thousand $ USA

1. The Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies 

(financing of higher education assistance program )
$113

2. The Kennan Institute (the Carnegie  Corporation budgeting)
$1,832

3. The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
$800

4. NTF (project "ICTMC" budgeting)
$180

TOTAL  ICE - Center:
$2,925

5. Cofinancing by Russian Federation Ministery of Education
$270

TOTAL:
$3,195

2.Expenditure Pattern



thousand $ USA

1. CASE grants - total, including:
$1,804

Support of CASE libraries
$340

Competition for individual and joint grants in the area 

of social sciences and humanities 
$480

Support of international CASE projects
$222

CASE Conferences and "Round tables" 
$234

Support of CASE publications
$138

Research projects
$120

Individual financial CASE support
$270*

2. Information  support of the program
$113

3. Operating expenses  (including publications, conferences, 

seminars, realisation of venture and publishing projects)
$1,098

4. Project " Independent Committee 

for Training Material Certification (ICTMC)
$180

TOTAL:
3,195

*Financing by the Ministery of Education of regional universities - participants of CASE program

We publish...

In 2002 - 2003 within the CASE Program the ISE-Center has published the following books:

1. Foreign Policy and National Security of Contemporary Russia. 1991-2002. Anthology in Four Volumes.  / Moscow, Rosspen, 2002.

2. Psychology of the Power Perception. / Ed.by E.Shestopal. //Moscow, Socialno-Politicheskaya Mysl, 2002 

3. Challenges of Globalization and the Problems Facing Semi-peripheral Countries. / Ed. by V. Krasilshikov, V. Salitsky, V. Khoros. // Moscow, Mezhdunarodniye Otnosheniya, 2003.

4. Yu.Perfilyev./ Russian Web Space: Development and Structure. //Moscow, Gardariki, 2003

5. The CIS Southern Flank. Central Asia – Caspian – Caucasus: Prospects and Challenges for Russia. / Ed. by M.Narinskiy and A.Malgin. // Moscow, Logos, 2003

6. A.Maslov. / Meeting the Dragon: Interpretation of Initial Meaning of Lao Tsu. //Moscow, Logos, 2003

Our Programs and Projects.

Centers for Advanced Studies and Education  (CASEs).

“...The CASE Program has been designed to find the best possible mechanisms for developing innovative research activity within universities, and assist in formulating and implementing a national strategy in this sphere, which is vital for the future of Russian science.”

Andrey Kortunov

The Program is being implemented with the support of the Russian Ministry of Education, the Carnegie Corporation of New York (USA), the Kennan Institute, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (USA), and the Open Society Institute (Soros Foundation) – Russia. The CASE Program has been designed to encourage this revitalization, find the best possible mechanisms for developing innovative research activity within universities, and assist in formulating and implementing a national strategy in this sphere, which is vital for the future of Russian science.

The Program was initiated in April, 2000 by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, whose intention is to support the Program financially for a period of 6 to 8 years.

Program Objectives

• Maintain and expand Russia’s intellectual potential in humanities and social science, with equal emphasis on areas where Russia has strong traditions and comparative advantage (history, philology, ethnography), and areas where Russia is well behind the developed market economies (political science, law, economics, international relations, etc.);

• support horizontal and vertical links between Russian educational, research and analytical centers, as well as between individual researchers, through both traditional (seminars, conferences, congresses) and innovative (web-conferences, virtual workshops) activities;

• assist dialogue and cooperation between the academic community, on the one hand, and Russian entrepreneurs and political elite, on the other; this will be achieved by focusing Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE) on in-demand applied research, developing CASE Boards of Trustees, and using CASEs to implement large-scale federal and regional programs;

• facilitate integration of Russian scholars in the international academic community, by popularizing CASE research findings in the West, involving individual grantees in international exchange programs for scholars and study tours, creating CASE Web sites in English, inviting international scholars and professors to CASEs, etc.; 

• introduce new research methodologies and techniques to facilitate work performed by Russian scholars in the regions, by supporting contacts between CASEs and academic and educational centers in Moscow, including private universities;

• help bridge the gap between academic research, training and applied analytic projects; support CASEs in their efforts to use the results of research projects in education; encourage CASE cooperation with local NGOs and mass media;

• support the development of professional groups and associations of Russian scholars; CASEs could become centers around which regional branches and affiliates of nation-wide professional associations would grow (Russian Association of Political Science, Russian  International Studies Association, etc.);

• facilitate contacts between Russian scholars and their colleagues in other CIS countries, by supporting institutional cooperation of CASEs with leading research and educational centers in the neighboring countries. 

Tasks for CASEs

• Covering three to four research areas within the selected subject (both in fundamental and applied forms);

• holding at least one major (50-70 participants) subject-focused conference annually that reflects the research subject of the particular CASE;

• holding at least two or three smaller, subject-specific seminars (10-15 participants) and meetings for scholars and practitioners;

• obtaining Russian and foreign literature under the library support component and making this literature available to Program participants;

• building subject-focused libraries and databases, participation in Program activities that support libraries;

• supporting publishing activities;

• selecting and reviewing the most interesting research papers and monographs to be published in Moscow or in the West;

• communicating information about current competitions, grant programs and research projects, providing information and methodological support to Program participants;

• developing and supporting local initiatives;

•  assisting the Program in the implementation of nation-wide activities and events (holding conferences, seminars and grant competitions; providing information to be placed on the Program’s Web site, etc.); 

• cooperating with other CASEs (exchange of information and research results, joint conferences, seminars, projects, etc.);

• providing organizational and administrative support to foreign scholars as well as Russian scholars from Moscow and St. Petersburg.

CASE Board of Trustees

A CASE Board of Trustees includes Rector of the host university and prominent representatives of the regional educational, academic and political communities (Rectors of educational institutions, staff members of academic institutes, top regional officials, regional mass media managers, etc.).

The Board of Trustees meets at least twice a year to discuss the following range of issues:

• relations between the CASE and the host university;

• setting priorities for the CASE in the context of political, intellectual and cultural development of the region;

• CASE budget execution and setting budget priorities for the coming year;

• recommendations to the Program Board concerning changes to the Program format;

• coordinating additional fund raising efforts for the CASE;

• PR support for the CASE.

CASE Academic Board

The Academic Board of a CASE consists of experts (representing both the host university and outside organizations) recognized by the professional community in the specific area of the CASE’s research activity. The CASE Academic Board functions include the following:

• Discuss and approve specific study areas (modules) for CASE research activity;

• review plans for seminars, conferences and other CASE activities proposed by the CASE Academic Director;

• approve lists of publications that will be added to the CASE library;

• review and approve monographs, reports, conference materials and other publications of the particular CASE;

• give recommendations on possible participation of CASE representatives in various international events, study tours and research projects.

CASEs and Individual Grantees 

of the Program

• The Program provides for annual, countrywide competitions for individual and collective grants in the areas of social science and humanities (up to 250 – 300 grants per year); winners in the competition must work on their projects in close contact with one of the CASEs.

• The competition is open to Russian scholars and researchers specializing in social sciences and humanities who have completed university education as of grant award date and are employees of research institutes (academic, departmental or independent) or higher educational institutions, graduate students (full-time or external), or persons who have worked at research or training centers for at least five years.

Cooperation between CASEs and individual grantees includes:

• administrative support (travel and accommodation);

• academic consultations in respective research areas;

• providing access to information resources of the CASE and the host university (library, archives, Internet);

• integration of grantees in CASE research programs (seminars and conferences, co-authorship of multi-author books, etc. );

• involvement of grantees in international projects implemented by CASEs.

CASE Information Network

Is a mega portal with the main website located at www.iriss.ru. Websites of regional CASEs will also make part of the network. Those are currently under construction. There is still a role for the old CASE websites. As the regional sites are launched the content will be transferred into the new system.

While developing the network five principal information flows were identified:

1. ISE-Center – CASE (through the main network site)

2. CASE – ISE-Center

3. CASE – CASE

4. CASE – regional academic community

5. Regional academic community– CASE 

The first and the second flows will serve an administrative function, in addition to carrying professional information content. The 3rd flow will support horizontal links between CASEs and, ideally, between regional academic communities. The last two information flows will provide a realistic assessment of intensity and quality of CASEs’ interactions with individual scholars and educators in their respective regions, and to what extent those institutions are respected by the regional communities. 

Board of the CASE Program.

1. Deana Arsenian – the Carnegie Corporation of New York (USA);

2. Ludmila Verbizkaya – S.Petersburg State University;

3. Tatiana Zhdanova – Russian office of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation;

4. Andrey Kortunov – ISE-Center;

5. Yuri Shlenov – the Russian Federation Ministry of Education;

6. Mikhail Strikhanov - the Russian Federation Ministry of Education;

7. Blair Ruble – the Kennan Institute (USA);

8. William Zimmerman – the Michigan University.  

Expert Council.
1. Alexandre Chubaryan – member of the Russian academy of Sciences, director of the Institute of General History;

2. Lorina Repina – doctor of history, professor, head of Department of the Institute of General History;

3. Vladimir Avtonomov – doctor of economics, correspondent member of the Russian academy of Sciences, dean of the Department of Economics of the Higher School of Economics;

4. Marina Lebedeva – doctor of political science, professor, head of the World Politics Chair of the MGIMO-University;

5. Galina Belaya – doctor of philology, professor, director of the Institute of Philology and History of Russian State University of Humanities;

6. Nikita Pokrovskiy – doctor of sociology, head of the General Sociology Chair of the Higher School of Economics;

7. Andrey Poletaev – doctor of economics, deputy director of the Institute for Humanitarian Theoretical and Historical Studies of the Higher School of Economics;

8. Alexandre Gura - doctor of philology, professor, Institute of Slavonic Studies;

9. Alexandre Dobrokhotov – doctor of philosophy, professor, head of History of Culture Chair of the Moscow State University.

CASEs: Location and Subject.

Baltic Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Kaliningrad 

State University.

Project Title: "Russia and Europe: Past, Present, Future".

Priority Research Areas:

1. The Influence of European Philosophy on the Russian Philosophic School: Comparative Philosophy.

2. Historic Preconditions, Economic, Political and Legal Aspects of EU Expansion; Impact on Russian Society’s Development. 

3. Education in Russia and in Europe Under Globalization.

Case Directorate

Director: Bryushinkin, Vladimir, Doctor of Philosophic Science, Professor, Academic Vice-Rector of the Kaliningrad State University.

Academic Director: Klemeshev, Andrey, Candidate of History Science, Associate Professor, Rector of the Kaliningrad State University.

Postal Address:

14, Ul. A. Nevskogo, office 103,

Kaliningrad, Russia

www.baltic.iriss.ru, info@baltic.iriss.ru 

Vladimir Kantor, 

supervisor of the Baltic CASE.

Kaliningrad, Russia, Europe: the Problem of Understanding.

When discussing the current problems of the Kaliningrad city and the Kaliningrad Region (KR), we most often proceed from empirical observations, pure fact or, at best, political interpretation and processing of fact. Even worse, the KR issue has been used for PR campaigns. Meanwhile, it belongs in the realm of historiosophy or, at least, geopolitics. The issue should be looked at from a longer-term historic prospective – not just ten years from now.

We are currently facing a certain comprehension problem which is vital for the future of the nation. It is related to the emerging opportunity of bringing Russia back into Europe, of integrating in European economy and politics, without compromising our own interests (incidentally, Russia has long been integrated into European culture). In this sense, the Kaliningrad enclave happens to be a very illustrative and lucky example. The "God of the area" (a Cultural Philosophy concept) seems to favor this particular spot in the Baltic region.

It is often mentioned that the social and cultural aspects of KR development are very special because of the migrant nature of its current population, geographic isolation from the rest of Russia, and close proximity to countries that belong to Western civilization. Here there are complex issues as well as opportunities to accumulate unique experience of resolving both current and future problems based on mutually beneficial international cooperation in the area. Another concern is that the clash of civilizations at the new Eastern border of European Union may intensify, and that the Kaliningrad region, surrounded by countries, may become the focal point of conflict. There is another scenario reflecting a different type of general feeling: civilizations will tend to merge, and the KR will turn into a zone of cooperation between Russia and EU, setting an example for other border regions on both sides. Which of the two scenarios prevails is vital for the future of Europe. 

In fact, the Kaliningrad situation is quite typical. Historian Vasily Klyuchevsky noted that Russia’s history was a history of colonization of unoccupied areas – like the United States Russia always had its frontier. To be sure, those new areas were not always exactly "unoccupied" – in some cases they were inhabited by indigenous peoples and were vacant only in the eyes of Russian settlers. The Kaliningrad population consists entirely of migrants – a social group that has always been the most dynamic. The problem is, the area had been inhabited by Germans who are normally viewed as  representatives of a more advanced (material) culture. This naturally produces certain psychological complexes. Whether Russia dares to be part of Europe seems a logical question. Where does it comes from? I believe this question is a legacy of  the isolationist policy of ancient Russia (before Peter the Great), with its deadly fear of any Western influence, but it also grows out of more recent experience of living behind the iron curtain in a totalitarian state, where any attempts to implant the European values of freedom and independence amounted to criminal offence.

The only reasonable alternative to catastrophic solution of international issues by our country – a choice that will lead to a world-wide disaster – is the ideology of Russian Europeism. This kind of ideology makes it possible to take a critical look both at Russia and Western Europe, for both parts of Europe are dear to the Russian European who thus has every reason to long for improvement on either side. But this type of critical approach is essentially different from the one taken by "Russian patriots" when they talk about the West, and is equally far from Western chauvinists’ attitude towards Russia (with an urge to crash the enemy). What we mean is a sort of self-criticism that will hopefully take shape within European culture, the potential outcome being the possibility to lead normal life throughout the European world. The dream of a Russian poet – to live in Europe without leaving Russia – will then come true. 

Center for Advanced Studies and 

Education hosted by Novgorod State University.

Project Title: " State, Society, and Individual in the, Russian Cultural Context: Values Dimension".

Priority Research Areas:

1. Cultural Values: the Legacy and the Present;

2. History of Russian State and Society in the Context of Changing Values;

3. Russia-specific Issues in Developing Political, Legal and Economic Culture;

4. Cultural Values in Russian Fine Art, Literature, Folklore and Language. 

CASE Directorate:

Academic Director: Bolshakov, Valery, Doctor of Philosophic Science, Professor, Head of the Culturology and Ethics Chair of the Novgorod State University.

Administrative Director: Grokhotova, Valentina, Candidate of Historic Science, Associate Professor, State and Law Disciplines Chair of the Law Department, Novgorod State University.

Postal Address:

Humanities Institute, Novgorod State University, 

Novgorod Center for Advanced Studies and Education, Antonovo, Novgorod-the-Great,

173014,Russia

www.novgorod.iriss.ru, info@novgorod.iriss.ru 

Saratov Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Saratov N. Chernyshevsky State University.

Project Title: "Phenomenology of Power in Russia: State, Society, and Individual Destiny (Russian and International Experience)".

Priority Research Areas:

1. Formation and Evolution of Modern System in Russia; Feudalism, Regionalism, and Media-Processes.

2. The Odyssey of Russian State System: From Ancient Russia To the Present Times. 

3. Power and Social Pathologies of Contemporary Society.

4. Power and Realities of Individual Existence.

5. Russia in the Family of World Civilizations: Images of Power and Search for Identity. 

6. Semiosphere of Power: State-Society-Individual in Communicative Representation of the Mind.

CASE Directorate:

Academic Director: Mirzekhanov, Velikhan, Doctor of History, Dean of the History Department, Saratov State University.

Administrative Director: Strakhova, Lyudmila, Candidate of Pedagogic Science, Vice-Rector (PR and international contacts), Associate Professor.

Postal address: 

83, Ul. Astrakhanskaya, block 5, office 14, 

Saratov, 410012, Russia 

www.saratov.iriss.ru, info@saratov.iriss.ru 

Elena Shestopal, 

supervisor of the Saratov and Novgorod CASEs.

Quality Standards in Social Sciences and Humanities.

Research quality today is one of the key problems for CASEs as an emergent organizational form of social sciences and humanities studies in Russian universities. Success of the program will be possible only if the CASEs demonstrate a new level of quality in their research activities We will be discussing standards as a sort of benchmark¾  set by the academic community itself – that is, international academic community, not limited within national borders 

There still exists a divide between the "old" academic disciplines (History, Literary Criticism, Linguistics, Psychology) and the "new" ones (Political Studies, Sociology, etc.). Quality standards in "old" sciences are maintained by existing academic schools, and are generally higher than in "new" sciences. Apart from that, ¾ there is also a noticeable capacity gap between capital city universities and those located in provinces although, with the advent of new communication technologies, this gap has been reduced substantially

Another problem is a break of continuity from the previous generation of scholars to the next one. This is especially pronounced in humanities where professional standards are not handed over formally, but rather through the traditions of academic schools and research teams that develop certain norms and rules of their own; these standards and rules are lost as their adherents retire.

The objective for the new type of research institutions is thus quite obvious: they must bridge the above gaps. This is not as vital for older, classical universities as it is for new learning institutions.

The most important feature of new research entities is convertibility of their product and openness to domestic and international public. Experience with international events for scholars, such as conferences, congresses, or seminars, demonstrates that Russian participants individually make a decent impression, even compared to participants from other countries. The problem as we see it is that that the range of participants of such events is still too narrow 

Meanwhile competition is tightening on the international and, in particular, European market for educational services, with Russian universities finding themselves on the margin. For the situation to change, a workable system of joint studies, especially comparative ones, should be created as first priority. Participation in international projects will undoubtedly encourage Russian partners to aim at higher quality level  

The second important criterion which brings distinction to new standards in humanities and, even more so, in social sciences, is increasing use of empirical methods (in addition to theoretic ones), including quantitative and qualitative techniques for collecting and processing information and various anthropological, psychological and sociological methods.

Talking about quality standards, one should also mention new requirements that apply to the publication of research results. Those concern first of all the introduction of new ways to finance publishing activity  CASEs have been empowered to do the publishing on their own, which substantially shortens the interval between the study and the publication of results 

If it is really our intention to make CASEs research findings known to "the city and the world", we need to make sure that those are interesting to both the city and the world. This will only be possible if the very projects developed by CASE scholars are sufficiently large, innovative, truly inter-disciplinary and socially relevant  

For research to be successful and the new quality standards to take root, a few conditions must be met.

First, the CASEs strategy should be refined, and their thematic focus adjusted, with special attention paid to methodology, the application of modern research tools, and social significance of the chosen themes.

Second, the project approach to research organization should be used on a much broader scale. Solution can be found through persistent search for the right type of high-grade specialists (both inside and outside the country) and their inclusion in CASE projects.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Voronezh State University.

Project Title: "Dialogue and Continuity Among Cultures in Contemporary Society".
Priority Research Areas:

1. Inter-Cultural Communication and Mutual Understanding;

2. Socio-Cultural Roots of Conflict;

3. Historical and Cultural Heritage in the Inter-Cultural Dialogue;

4. Region Within its Economic, Political and Legal Setting.

CASE Directorate:

Academic Director: Kravets, Alexander, Doctor of Philosophic Science, Professor

Administrative Director: Titov, Vladimir, Candidate of Philological Science, Associate Professor

Postal address: 

1, Universitetskaya Pl., 394693, Voronezh, Russia

www.voronezh.iriss.ru, info@voronezh.iriss.ru 

Vladimir Mironov, 

Supervisor of the Voronezh CASE.

Centers for Advanced Studies and 

Education: Growth Problems.

Science does not develop in a vacuum, but rather in a system of social and cultural relations, and is greatly influenced by those relations. In this sense, academic studies have always transcended national borders, and any breakthroughs were only possible within the context of global trends. This does not downgrade the importance of academic achievements of any particular country, but underscores the fact that the ultimate goal of a scientist is to discover objective truth, irrespective of his/her cultural, religions or social allegiance. This principle has long become trivial in natural sciences and Mathematics: even though certain types of research are classified, this is still a single and uniform scientific system in which country-specific treatment of various problems always supplements the common scientific worldview.

In social sciences  the situation is somewhat different, because they inevitably develop in line with the national specifics and traditions, responding to a certain system of ethnic, religious and ideological values. It is, in fact, one of  the functions of social sciences to develop value systems, including those specific to the particular nations. In modern times, conditions are favorable for deeper integration of social sciences.

Russia is currently facing a number of well-known historic constraints to the development of social sciences which are felt even now.

For decades, social sciences in Russia (or, rather, in the USSR) were developing under a severe ideological pressure. The uniform "ideological paradigm" excluded the possibility for any real professional competition in this area; for example, instead of comparing alternative social development models to select the most acceptable one, scholars were forced to formulate arguments in favor of the dominant social system. Moreover, even leaving aside the "scholars" directly performing ideologic tasks (a type which has always been in demand in any country), serious scholars whose efforts did produce tangible results in Philosophy and Sociology, were still out of touch with the wealth of international research in their respective areas, for the simple reason that they had no access to professional literature.

Another key constraint was the "imperial" hierarchy between the center and the regions The system of academic training and retraining fully corresponded to this basic hierarchy. With regional research institutions ousted to the periphery of academic activity, the whole system of training and (most importantly) retraining was inevitably concentrated in the capital city. This, in turn, triggered an outflow of the most talented scholars to research and educational institutions of Moscow and St. Petersburg, resulting in reduced regional capacity. It would be unfair to say that this problem was totally ignored. A number of strong research centers were established in the country, each covering several regions; but they were primarily focused on fulfilling some practical demands of the country, including defense programs. On the other hand, even in Moscow social sciences were funded on a peripheral basis.

Changes in contemporary Russia’s social system have removed most barriers to social sciences development, but, as with the rest of research areas throughout the nation, funding is far from sufficient. It is important to recognize the fact that further development of social sciences is impossible without modern information technologies; those technologies are costly but their absence may isolate Russian scholars from the world-wide trends as effectively as "ideology barriers". A global communication environment is emerging which does not fit within any traditional culture. Instead, it places a culture in its own domain, at the same time creating unprecedented opportunities for the integration of knowledge, including that of social sciences. Under these conditions, a region where this knowledge is limited to local research may be eventually ousted to the periphery of world science.

One of the ways to further develop regional social sciences was establishment of Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE), with the purpose to assist the advancement of social sciences in the country and integrate Russian social scientists into the world academic community

Implementation of this Program may help to significantly improve the quality of social sciences in Russia, making them internationally competitive, both in terms of content and costs. Using CASE facilities and modern information technologies, it would be possible to create an integrative, dialogue-supporting information environment nationwide that would give any scholar access to the most recent literature, and an opportunity to maintain a dialogue with colleagues in Russia or elsewhere in the world. This is especially important for social sciences where, unlike in natural sciences, professional recognition is often based on external criteria such as academic rank or official position, which are not always directly related with actual academic contribution.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Tomsk State University.

Project Title: "Eurasian Frontier: Inter-Cultural Community and Communication System".
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1. Factors Determining the Formation of Cultural and Historic Awareness.

2. Russian Regions: International and Foreign Economic Relations.

3. The Role of Science and Education in the Integration Processes: Regional, Federal and International Aspects.

CASE Directorate:
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Andrey Yurevich, 

Supervisor of the Tomsk CASE.

Russian Humanities: 

Current Status and Development Strategies.

Characteristics of the present condition of Russian science are normally given in a tragic tone and usually boil down to the statement of a deep crisis 

The list of well-known symptoms of crisis recorded by most analysts can be expanded to include some negative tendencies which are less obvious. Russian scholars are too preoccupied with money and keep seeking contracts in Europe and U.S., while devoting less time to time-consuming empirical research. Integration between research institutions with similar agenda is weakened, and there is less coordination of research activities generally. This is exemplified by domestic science-of-science centers which are reluctant to cooperate unless expressly instructed to do so. There are other complications that are less devastating than meager funding and intensive brain drain, but they also contribute to the crisis.

Some positive changes do take place, such as removal of ideological constraints, academic freedom, integration into world academic community, multiplication of research institutions and degrees awarded.

However, even those developments are somewhat controversial: for example, the growing number of research institutions is a result of fragmentation, and academic freedom often deteriorates into anarchy. In any case, such positive trends do not compensate for the negative ones. As a result, over 95 % of Russian scholars believe that national academic research is undergoing a severe crisis (less than 20 % expressed hope for improvement),  and those perceptions can hardly be considered a psychological artifact. 

The above arguments point to some strategic conclusions – however trivial, they appear to contradict the government’s current strategy which obviously suffers from "economic determinism". 

1. The academic research community carries out a number of functions in a modern society – not just the technology function emphasized by Russia’s national research programs. 

2. Each of those functions has a potential for marketing research results, in a way that combines profit-making with public interest. 

3. Accordingly, any society, including the one we live in, expects scholars to perform complex and manifold social tasks, so the market potential of research should not be limited to research-intensive production; this potential can and must be responsive to the demands of education, expert consultancy services, etc. 

4. Under the circumstances a wise development strategy in the area of academic research would imply simultaneous movement in various directions, while using all the aspects of its market potential, instead of targeting just one.

5. A comprehensive strategy for Russian academic research development (not limited to the technological function), is by no means alternative to the market-based scenario; on the contrary, it implies using a more complete set of market instruments. 

6. Predomination of technological tasks, very much pronounced in current government programs, substantially reduces the capacity of research activities, including their marketing prospects, and prescribes a nonsymmetrical development path.Given the present condition of production base, the lopsided development of Russian academic research, with excessive emphasis on technology, creates a potential trap. The most probable outcome is demonstrated impotence and further decline of academic research.  

Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Far East State University.
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1. Legal Support of International Relations, Cooperation and Security in Countries of the Asian-Pacific Region.

2. Russia and the Asian-Pacific Region: Political Issues of International Relations and Global Development.
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Priority Research Areas:

1. Siberia’s Geopolitical and Geo-strategic Importance Under Globalization and the Formation of a New Word Order in the 21st Century;

2. Traditional Siberian Cultures: Interplay and Modernization;

3. Siberia as an Emergent Multi-cultural Society: History and Prospects.

CASE Directorate:
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Supervisor of the Irkutsk CASE.

CASEs as Instruments for Building Up Academic Community.

CASEs are organizations whose role is vital in the advancement of science in Russia. To see this role clearly one needs to look at the recent past. In 1990s were tragic years for Russian academic institutions, which were receiving almost no federal funding. Research professions suddenly became much less attractive. It seemed like the Russian state did not need academic research any more. 

Social sciences were experiencing particular problems. The Soviet Union had the so-called "research complex" covering the whole country. As a result of underfunding, high travel costs and rudimentary telecommunications networks, scholars (and we are talking primarily of social sciences) found themselves in a situation similar to the Middle Ages, when monk-scientists were writing their treatises ignorant of what was going on in a neighboring monastery, let alone remote regions. 

Of course, we are talking here about purely "academic studies", as they were traditionally classified in our country; that is, scholars focused on research only – working primarily in institutes under Academy of Sciences, which has suffered the most severe financial problems. Universities faced a somewhat different situation. While also experiencing a shortage of funds, universities were still full of life, introducing new fields of learning and opening new departments. Rapid differentiation processes began in Russian society in early 1990s. Higher education was in demand as a key to social mobility. The problem is, however, that this upsurge of university activities did not always have direct relation to science  

It was at this moment that Western grant foundations came to rescue. Their efforts were focused on three main aspects:

The first purpose of grant activity was to develop new content. Multiple grants provided for the purpose of writing monographs, new-generation textbooks and training manuals, allowed Russian scholars to make their studies compatible with what their Western colleagues were doing, thus finding their place in the context of international research processes. The task of creating new content was also assisted by grants targeting research projects in some new areas, also in line with international academic trends.

The second aspect was creating preconditions for the recovery of academic community. This is a dual process. On the one hand, there have been grants assisting institutional development, on the other, substantial efforts were made to build a communication network, consisting primarily of Internet-centers set up in different universities – mostly regional ones, as their academic contacts are much more limited compared to universities in Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

The third, and final, aspect of grant assistance was re-establishing academic community itself. 

It is here that the CASE Program makes an important contribution through the Centers for Advanced Studies and Education. The existing CASEs hosed by eight regional universities ¾ are expected to play a prominent role in building up a new, nation-wide. The CASEs are not just research centers expected to be increasingly involved in research activities within their respective regions; according to the Program’s basic concept, CASEs will be linking regions together, delivering grants to scholars from other Russian regions who are willing to implement their projects under one Center or another. As a result, several research centers must emerge extending their "tentacles" throughout Russia. The Soviet Union had just one center which attracted scholars from elsewhere (plus a few sub-centers – St. Petersburg, the Urals, Novosibirsk, etc.); in contrast, the CASE Program should give rise to several centers, each of them ideally influencing the whole country. When drawn on a map, those lines of influence would no longer form a "star" with the center in Moscow, but rather a "grid", with multiple rays crossing each other in various regions. In this sense, the CASE Program should not just result in Russia’s academic community recovery; it should rather recreate it on a new – more democratic and decentralized – basis.

The CASE Program is very young, and it would be premature to record any results. Obviously, the Program has been recognized and accepted by Russian scholars – suffice to look at the number of requests for CASE research grants coming from all over the country. The idea is clearly very popular among the research community. At the same time, the two years of experience with CASEs allow us to identify and formulate certain problems which must be resolved for the Program to continue in future 

Center for Advanced Studies and Education hosted by Ural State University.

Project Title: "Tolerance in Contemporary Civilization".

(Ural CASE has a branch at the Udmurt State University).

Priority Research Areas:

1. Mental Tolerance and the Philosophy of Understanding;

2. Tolerance and Multi-Subject Social Entities;

3. Culturological Issues of Tolerance;

4. Gender Aspect of Tolerance;
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6. Religious Tolerance;

7. Tolerant Journalism (the Role of Mass Media in Achieving Tolerance and Social Harmony);

8. Tolerance in International Relations; 

9. Sociological Problems of Tolerance;

10. Tolerance in Education: the Pedagogy of Tolerance. 

Research areas of the Ural CASE branch at the Udmurt State University (city of Izhevsk):

1. Inter-ethnic Symbiosis: Problems of Tolerance;

2. Psychology of Ethnic Tolerance;

3. Tolerance Problem in the World Perception of Eastern Europe Peoples. 

CASE Directorate:

Director: Khomyakov, Maxim, Doctor of Philosophic Science, Academician, Russian Academy of Natural Sciences. 
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Supervisor of the Ural CASE.

New Approaches to Studying and Teaching the Ideas of Tolerance as an Outcome of the Ural CASE Program.

The issue of tolerance in modern civilization may seem well-studied or even resolved, but that is only at first glance. In fact, this is not true of intellectual thought in Russia and elsewhere. Ever since late 1960's, when the famous book by Harold Marcuse, Critique of Pure Tolerance, was issued, there have been incessant discussions about this issue in Western literature 

However, at the theoretic level it remains unsolved and seems to have much to do with the interplay of a few key concepts: Globalization, Multi-culturalism, and Tolerance. To be exact, the question is how the value of tolerance is changing in a new, multi-cultural society created by globalization (if it retains any value at all). This is an important question for the Western world, but it is equally important for Russia with its traditional multiplicity of cultures.

All those phenomena prove that tolerance is not just one of the traditional (and generally resolved) problems of Western intellectual thought and the Western world generally, but rather a new, global problem.

This treatment of the tolerance problem underlies academic studies of the Ural CASE. Over the eighteen months of its operation the CASE brought together scholars in different areas of social science to work on this problem, including philosophers, foreign affairs experts, journalists, religion experts, culturologists, philologists, psychologists, gender relations students, educators, etc. Sociologists are joining the CASE’s research team in 2003. It is thus safe to say that the Ural CASE has created a truly multidisciplinary project. While being an important academic achievement, this result also indicates the significance and profundity of the problems tackled by the Center. In fact, as of now there are not many successful multidisciplinary projects...

Within the international relations component the CASE formulates research objectives without falling into illusions: the humankind has entered the 21st century under the conditions of absolute prevalence of force over tolerance.

However, despite this rather pessimistic view, one must admit that international relations in the modern world are much more complicated than may sometimes appear. Studies of this particular aspect proceed from the firm conviction: honest attempts to comprehend this world in its complexity, while at the same time avoiding incompetent or simplified judgements, will lay some initial foundation for tolerance

New! CASE net grows wider!

The Board of the CASE Programme has recently decided to open the 9th regional CASE hosted by Rostov-on-Don State University. The Rostov CASE project title has been preliminary formulated as follows "Problem of modernization of Russia". With the new CASE open the Programme has encompassed all Federal Districts of Russia.

Recent publications.

Baltic CASE Publications 

1. Kaliningrad Social Community Within the European Context: Collection of research papers / ed. by A. Klemeshev. Kaliningrad, KSU Publishing House, 2002. – 191 pp. 

2. Materials for Comparative Study of West European and Russian Philosophy: Kant, Nitzche, Solovyov / ed. by V. Bryushinkin. Kaliningrad, KSU Publishing House, 2002. – 256 pp. 

3. Kaliningrad Region and EU Expansion. Beginning of European Integration: Analytical Report / ed. by A. Klemeshev and S. Kortunov. Kaliningrad, KSU Publishing House, 2003. – 60 pp.

Novgorod CASE Publications

1. The Artifact Problem: Ontology, Epistemology and Axiology, by I. Ignatyeva – Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 86 pp.

2. Novgorod the Great  in Foreign Writings of 15th – Early 20th cc. / compilation by G. Kovalenko – Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 272 pp.

3. Novgorod Region Folklore: History and Present / compilation by O. Berdyayev. – Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 340 pp., 

4. Phenomenon of Freedom in Pedagogy – Monograph  by Ye. Ivanov. Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. –  208 pp. 

5. The Values of Legal Culture as Visualized by the Russian Society in Late 19th – Early 20th cc. – by I. Kovalyova, – Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 160 pp.

6. Faith as Value: Collected Papers of the All-Russia Academic Conference. Novgorod the Great, June 25–27, 2002. – Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 252 pp.

7. The Vanishing Beauty: the Problems in Preserving Cultural Values in Modern Russia: Collected Papers of the All-Russia Academic Conference. Novgorod the Great, May 17–19, 2002. Novgorod the Great: the Novgorod State University, 2002. – 220 pp.

Saratov CASE Publications

1. Axiology of Personal Existence, by V. Baryshkov/ ed. by Prof. V. Ustyantsev. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2001. — 188 pp.

2. Domestic Sociology on Social Progress, by O. Antonova / ed. by Prof. A. Krakhmalyova. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2001. — 172 pp.

3. The Crusaders of Socialism – by  N. Troitsky. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2002. — 372 pp., illustrations.

4. Civilization, Waste, and Power: Experiences in Philosophic Comprehension – by S. Trunev / ed. by Prof. D. Mikhel. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2002. — 132pp., illustrations.

5. Peasantry in the General History of Army and Navy Mobilization in 1914 (based on Saratov Province materials) – by A. Posadsky. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2002. — 160 pp., illustrations.

6. Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War: the Phenomenon of Extraordinary Authorities in 1941–1945 – by V. Danilov. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2002. — 400 pp.

7. Caring About the Souls of Subjects: Russia’s Religious Policies in the First Quarter of 19th c. – by Ye. Vishlenkova. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2002. — 468 pp.

8. Generational Patterns of the Modern Russian Society – by N. Shakhmatova / ed. by G. Dylnov. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2003. — 324 pp.: tables, illustrations.

9. Provincial Authority and Philology: Literature and Journalism in Saratov in 1920’s / ed. by Ye. Yelina, L. Gerasimova, Ye. Trubetskova. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2003. — 428 pp., illustrations.

10. Language and Power: Multi-university collection of learned papers / ed. by Prof. M. Kormilitsyna. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2003. — 140 pp.

11. Power, Management and Control in Modern Organizations: Anthropologic Studies of Contemporary Society – by P. Romanov. Saratov State University Publishing House, 2003. — 388 pp.

Voronezh CASE Publications

1. Political Conflictology Facing New Challenges. Collective Monograph / edited by A. Glukhova. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 284 pp.  

2. Novo-Kharkovsky Necropolis of the Golden Orda _poque / ed. by A. Pryakhin. Voronezh, VSU Publishing House, 2002. – 200 pp.

3. The Progress of Civil Society in Russia: Individual, Self-Governance, Power / ed. by T. Zrazhevskaya. Voronezh, VSU Publishing House, 2002. – 368 pp.

4. American Communicative Behavior / ed. by I. Sternin, M. Sternina. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 224 pp.

5. Hermeneutics in Russia: Collection of research papers. Issue 1. / ed. by A. Kravets, B. Kuznetsov and B. Markov. Voronezh, VSU Publishing House, 2002. – 272 pp. 

6. Regional Social and Political Development Policy / ed. by I. Risin and Yu. Treshchevsky. – Voronezh, VSU Publishing House, 2002. – 240 pp.

7. Essay on the Social Power of Language / ed. by L. Grishaeva. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 196 pp.

8. Inter-budgetary Relations in International and Russian Practices / ed. by B. Preobrazhensky, I. Risin and Yu. Treshchevsky. Voronezh, VSU Publishing House, 2003. – 160 pp.

9. Democracy: Conflict Proneness and Tolerance / ed. by V. Rakhmanin. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 402 pp.

10. Language and National Awareness. Theory and Methodology Issues / ed. by Z. Popova and I. Sternina. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 314 pp. 

11. "Possible Worlds" in the Semantic Space of a Language, by A. Babushkin. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 86 pp.

12. The Language of Reality and the Reality of Language, by N. Fenenko. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 140 pp.

13. Literature and Political Journalism. Essays on Russian Humanist Thought, by A. Slinko. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 175 pp.

14. Methodological Problems of Cognitive Linguistics / ed. by I. Sternin. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 182 pp.

15. Strategies for Social and Economic Development of Regions: Collection of research papers / ed. by I. Risin, Yu. Treshchevsky and V. Eitingon. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 128 pp.

16. The Social Power of Language: Collection of research papers / ed. by L. Grishaeva. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 270 pp.

17. Inter-cultural Communication and the Issues of National Identity: Collection of research papers / ed. by L. Grishaeva and T. Strukova. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 648 ñ.

18. Political Conflictology: Handbook by A. Glukhova and V. Rakhmanin. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 295 pp.

19. Russian Literary Classics of 19th c. Handbook / ed. by V. Svitelsky and A. Slinko. Voronezh State University, 2001. – 356 pp.

20. Public Sector in the Regional Economy: Present Status, Prospects and Development Mechanisms: Collection of research papers / ed. by I. Resin and Yu. Treshchevsky. Voronezh State University, 2002. – 96 pp.

21. Voronezh CASE Information Bulletin, Issue 1/ ed. by Ye. Ishchenko. – Voronezh State University, 2001. – 38  pp.

22. Voronezh CASE Information Bulletin, Issue 2 / ed. by Ye. Ishchenko. – Voronezh State University, 2002. – 52  pp.

23. Voronezh CASE Information Bulletin, Issue 3 / ed. by Ye. Ishchenko. – Voronezh State University, 2002. – 64 pp.

24. Philosophy of Truth in Russian Culture, by M. Chernikov. – Voronezh State University, 2002. – 202 pp. 

Tomsk CASE Publications

1. The Cultural Space in the Archeological and Ethnographic Dimensions. Western Siberia and the Bordering Areas: Collected papers of the 12th Western Siberia Archeology and Ethnography Conference. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001.–362 pp. 

2. Natural Conditions, History and Culture of Western Mongolia and the Bordering Regions. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001. – 293 pp. 

3. Methodology and Historiography Issues of History / ed. by B. Mogilnitsky. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001. – Issue 26. 

4. Revolution in Siberia: Congresses, Conferences and Meetings of Public Associations (March 1917 – November 1918) – by E. Chernyak. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001. – 238 pp. 

5. The Steppe Area: Zone of Interaction Between the Russian and the Kazakh Peoples (18th – 20th cc.).  2nd International Academic Conference: Theses of Conference Papers and Presentations / ed. by A. Tolochko. Omsk, OSU Publishing House, 2001. –269 pp. 

6. American Studies in Siberia: Collected papers of the All-Russia Academic Conference "American and Siberian Frontier", February 6-8, 2001. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001, Issue 5 – 230 pp. 

7. European Studies in Siberia: Collected papers of the All-Russia Academic Conference "American and Siberian Frontier", February 6-8, 2001. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001, Issue 3 – 256 pp. 

8. Peoples and Cultures of the Tomsk-Narym surroundings of Ob': Materials for the Tomsk Region Encyclopedia. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2001. – 252 pp. 

9. The Tomsk Kremlin in mid-17th – 18th cc. Issues of Reconstruction and Historic Interpretation – by M. Chyornaya. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 187 pp. 

10. Methodology Synthesis: Past, Present and Prospects / ed. by B. Mogilnitsky, I. Nikolaeva. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 204 pp. 

11. The Individual in Paradigms and Metaphors: Mentality – Communication – Tolerance / ed. by V. Kabrin. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 262 pp. 

12. Museum Collections and Expositions in Research and Education: Collected Papers of the All-Russia Academic Conference. Tomsk, March 18-20, 2002. / ed. by E. Chernyak. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 420 pp. 

13. Inter-disciplinary Studies in Archeology and Ethnography of Western Siberia. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 212 pp. 

14. Humanities Studies in Education: Experience, Reflections, Problems: Collective Monograph / ed. by G. Prozumentova. Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2002. – 342 pp.

15. The Culture of Siberia and the Bordering Areas in Past and Present: Collected papers of the 43rd All-Russia Archeological and Ethnologic Conference of Young Scholars (with international participation). Tomsk, TSU Publishing House, 2003. – 462 pp., illustrations.

Irkutsk CASE Publications

1. Diaspora, Issue # 2-3, 2001. Key topic of the issue: "Wind from the East – Chinese and Koreans in Diaspora" 

2. Siberia in the System of Imperial Regionalism (Attempt at Comparative Study of Russia’s Provincial Policy in the First Half of 19th c.), by I. Dameshek.  – Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2002. – 207 pp.

3. International Environment and the Mongolian State Development: Comparative Analysis in Historic Context, by D. Kolyagiyn. – Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2002. – 121 pp.

4. Peoples and Cultures of Siberia. Interaction as a Factor of Development and Modernization / ed. by M. Turov. Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2002. – 137 pp.

5. Russia and the East: a View from Siberia in Early 3rd Millenium. Working Papers of the International Technical Conference "Russia and the East: a View from Siberia in Early 3rd Millenium" (May 17-19, 2002). Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2002. – 318 pp.

6. Siberia and the American West: the Movement of Frontiers, by A. Ageev. Irkutsk, ISU Publishing House, 2002. – 294 pp.

7. Buryat Ethnicity in the Context of Socio-Cultural Modernization (Late 19th – First Quarter of 20th cc.), by P. Varnavsky, G. Dyrkheeva, and T. Skrynnikova. Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2003. – 244 pp.

8. M. Speransky: Siberian Version of Imperial Regionalism (dedicated to 180 years of Siberian reforms by M. Speransky), by L. Dameshek, I. Dameshek, T. Pertseva, A. Remnev. Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2003. – 264 pp.

9. Siberia and Japan in North-Eastern Asia. Collected papers of the Russian-Japanese Workshop, September 8 – 9, 2002. / S. Kuznetsov, Hideki Imaoka. Irkutsk, Ottisk Publishing House, 2003 – 131 pp.

10. State Administration and Legal Development of Siberia in 17th – 21st cc. Papers of the Academic Theory Workshop, November 12-13, 2002 / L. Dameshek. – Irkutsk: ONiRIO, East Siberia Institute of the Russian Interior Ministry, 2003 – 239 pp. 

Ural CASE Publications 

1. Tolerance and the Poly-Subject Sociality – Collected conference papers, ed. by V. Kemerov, 2001.

2. Linguistic and Culturological Problems of Tolerance – Collected conference papers, ed. by O. Mikhailova, 2001. 

3. Tolerance in Modern Civilization – Collected conference papers, ed. by M. Khomyakov,  2001. 

4. Tolerance in the Context of Multi-faceted Russian Culture – Collected conference papers, 2001. 

5. Ural CASE Proceedings #1, ed. by M. Khomyakov, 2001. 

6. The "Fourth Power" on a Thorny Path to Consensus, by B. Lozovsky, 2001.

7. The Strategy of Tolerance: the Problem of Tolerance Development in Russia and in the West, by A. Pertsev, 2002.

8. The Logic of Tolerance and Law – Collected conference papers, 2002. 

9. The Role of Mass Media in Achieving Social Tolerance and Social Consensus – Collected conference papers, 2002. 

10. "A Letter Concerning Toleration" by John Locke: Points of View, ed. by M. Khomyakov, 2002 .

11. Tolerance and Ethnic Identity: Philosophic and Psychological Analysis, by V. Khotinets, 2002.

12. Leo Tolstoy’s Philosophy of Non-violence: Points of view, ed. by B. Yemelyanov, 2002.

13. Russia Between East and West: the Dynamics of Dialogue, by V. Kemerov, 2003

14. Linguistic Reflection in the Post-Soviet _poque, by I. Vepreva, 2003

15. Psychological Studies of Ethnic Tolerance – Monograph by N. Lebedev, V. Khotinets, A. Vyskochil, and Yu. Gayurov, 2003.

16. Philosophic and Linguo-Cultural Problems of Tolerance, ed. by N. Kupina and M. Khomyakov, 2003.

17. European Union and Russia: Cooperation Strategy. Collected conference papers, ed. by V. Mikhailenko, 2003

Ongoing Forum of Representatives of Russian and Foreign Charity Institutions Focusing on Scholarship and Education ("DON"). 

"a number of additional modules were build around the CASE Program, each representing an individual project; still, those modules remain closely integrated with the ISE-Center’s core activity".

Andrey Kortunov,

President of the ISE-Center

The Ongoing Forum of Representatives of Russian and Foreign Charity Institutions Focusing on Scholarship and Education ("DON") was established in response to an initiative by the Russian Ministry of Education and a number of grant-making institutions for better coordination of assistance provided to national research and educational institutions. 

Over the past 10-12 years, a high degree of coordination was achieved among grant-making foundations, government, NGOs and professional associations under a number of regional-level scholarship and education projects. Substantial diversity exists, however, in the time span, preferred institutional arrangements (individual and collective grants, contract work, etc.), form and scope of donor programs, which also sometimes overlap. This often makes it difficult to see to what extent a particular region effectively benefits from donor funding. 

The overall efficiency of support received by regional academic and educational communities, as well as the extent and quality of their involvement in those assistance mechanisms, remain unclear. Detailed but uncoordinated reporting by institutional donors provides no insight on the issue.

In this context, DON meetings seek to establish an information exchange network for the donors and design strategies for future cooperation with government agencies and institutions.

Work is under way on a project entitled "Involvement Map: Donor Activity in the Areas of Scholarship and Education", with the aim to make the first visible step towards effective collection and publication of such information. 

The project has an obvious value both for potential donors and grantees, and for a broader academic and educational community.

The "Involvement Map" should serve to accumulate important administrative, methodological and technical experience, as well as collect some initial information on institutional donors operating in Russia. This will facilitate subsequent efforts to establish a full-scale data base of donors and their projects. Creating such a data base is in the interest of all organizations pursuing or contemplating activities in Russia.

Intellectual Audit.

The mobile Intellectual Audit team was set up in order to implement a program for meaningful assessment of regional universities’ social sciences and humanities block, to identify development prospects and untapped potentials. The team was also expected to define and pilot-test key methodology parameters for similar assessments in future. Another goal was to determine a proper role for CASEs in furthering the development of social sciences and humanities blocks within a modern regional university. In a broader sense the goal was to design methodology for identifying unrealized development potential of humanities knowledge in Russian classical universities.

Assessment focused on the following parameters:

• Overall capacity of universities’ Departments, Chairs, laboratories and other research and education units of the social sciences and humanities block, in terms of their ability to meet world-wide humanities knowledge standards.

• Adequacy of human resources to the current needs of humanities studies: average age, status, degrees, percentage of Ph.D and doctorate holders, recruitment of promising young scholars, and the total number of scholars under 35. The inquiry is made in order to establish whether the area of work corresponds to the educational background.

• The level and quality of research output: accomplishments of national and international importance by the university’s humanities faculty members over the last 5 years; publications abroad, textbooks and training materials certified by the RF Ministry of Education as recommended for circulation within the country; academic schools generally recognized by the professional community, and officially recognized education and research accomplishments (State Awards, Government’s and Presidential awards, etc.).

• Listing of relevant conferences delivered at the university over the last 3 years, publications of University periodicals, research paper collections, and textbooks over the last 5 years. The inquiry is made in order to assess the university’s progress in these areas compared to other academic and educational centers, etc.

• University’s curricula for relevant disciplines, and the areas of specialization in which students are trained. The inquiry is made in order to check whether the curriculum meets the national standard; analyze the social sciences/humanities disciplines within the regional and university component; assess whether the choice of disciplines and curriculum content are relevant, whether training materials/teaching aids are available, etc. 

• Assessment of specialization, identification of study priorities, the extent to which those are part of academic activities within the country and world-wide, as well as part of curricula in respective subjects and/or areas of specialization, and (separately) special courses and course synopses. The inquiry is made in order to check whether course curricula meet national education standards; assess the relevance of subject matter; review the lists of recommended literature (various sources represented and made available, the authors’ own published works included in the list,  and any originally designed courses).

• Methodological support of the training process (regulations for year-end examinations and credits, teaching practice, student knowledge evaluation criteria, subject-specific training-and-methodology blocks). The inquiry is made in order to review the training process organization (whether it meets modern pedagogical standards and complies with official requirements).

• The nature of CASE activities and management, the extent to which the outputs are integrated in actual teaching and research within the university and the regional academic/pedagogical community at large; comparative analysis aimed to establish to what extent scholars from different fields of humanities are involved in CASE activities.

The following team of experts was 

engaged in the exercise:

Professor T. Alexeyeva, Doctor of Philosophy, Head of the Political Theory Chair, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-University) (Political Science, International Relations, Philosophy);

Ye. Bryzgalina, Candidate of Philosophy, Associate Professor of the Moscow State University’s Philosophy Department, Deputy Dean for Education (Philosophy);

A. Gura, Doctor of Philological Sciences, leading research fellow of the Institute  of Slavic Studies, Russian Academy of Science (Philology);

Ye. Pivovar, Doctor of History, Professor of the MSU History Department, Deputy Dean for Training and Methodology Support (History, International Relations).

Universities themselves are immediate beneficiaries of the Intellectual Audit program. Region-level management patterns in the sphere of humanities education often make it impossible to correctly assess the Chairs’ potential from within; identify educational market-demanded areas of university-based research that would also match internal capacity; or judge whether involvement of scholars in different humanities fields was appropriate for the CASEs. Expert appraisal of training materials and the outcomes of meetings helped define points of growth and possible improvements in university research management. 

All the universities would greatly benefit from re-establishment of the (virtually destroyed) retraining system for scholars and educators. Deficient funding forces the universities to make their own arrangements for retraining which, on the one hand, allows them to formally settle the issue, but on the other, may lead to professional stagnation and isolation of the faculty from their colleagues in other universities throughout Russia. 

Expert review found that the community of young and promising researchers in various fields of humanities needs as much targeted support as possible, primarily in terms of arrangements for study tours and research results publication. It appears that horizontal and vertical cooperation among younger scholars will be an effective instrument for the development of Russian humanities education and academic studies. 

Independent Training Materials Certification Committee.

The project design was based on a contract between the National Training Foundation (NTF) and the ISE-Center. 

Project Goal:  independent assessment and certification of training materials in the disciplines of political science, sociology and economics.

Training materials include training and methodology manuals, reading books, training courses, textbooks and other materials created as part of the Education Innovation Project of the National Training Foundation (NTF), and the Chairs Support Program of the Open Society Institute (OSI). 

Certification is interpreted as the act of recognition by the Committee that training and methodology materials developed with NTF and OSI support meet the Committee’s requirements. 

The main purpose of certification is to contribute to a wide distribution and effective integration in the education process of the best available educational projects implemented with NTF and OSI support. 

Project Objectives:

• develop a set of documents regulating the operation of the Independent Training Materials Certification Committee (ITMCC); 

• establish and maintain ITMCC functionality in a regular regime;

• conduct expert assessment and certification of training materials created under the NTF’s Education Innovation Project and the OSI’s Chairs Support Program; 

• contribute to wide distribution of the best available training materials among Russia’s higher education institutions. 

Certification Methods and Principles:

Certification is based on government-accepted standards, generalized experience of hired experts, customer requirements, and requests and recommendations of external experts. 

In order to ensure further effective use and distribution of certified materials according to experts’ recommendations, annotated Training and methodology blocks (TMBs) will be formed. With the help of TMBs, it will be possible to use certified materials in teaching respective disciplines at different levels and to different types of audience – such as specialists attending full-time and correspondence training courses, individuals seeking bachelor’s and master’s degrees, trainees in second-degree courses, as well as undergraduate and post-graduate students who specialize in other disciplines. 

Committee Board is a supreme collegial body that manages the certification process. The seven-member Committee Board is made up of top officials of educational and research institutions whose activities are focused in the areas of social sciences and humanities, prominent scholars and specialists in economics, sociology and political science. The current Board includes: L. Grebnev, RF Deputy Minister of Education; Ye. Gevorkyan, Head of the Ministry’s Office for Licensing, Accreditation and Attestation; Prof. V. Kovalenko, Doctor of Political Science, Head of the World and Russian Politics Chair at the MSU Philosophy Department; A. Kondakov, General Director, Prosveshchenye Publishing House; A. Kortunov, President of the ISE-Center, Vice-President of Eurasia Foundation, Russia, and member of the Soros Foundation’s Strategy Committee; L. Lyubimov, First Vice-Rector of the Higher School of Economics (State University); N. Skvortsov, Dean of the Sociology Department, St. Petersburg State University.

Committee Board performs the following functions:

• adopt general requirements, criteria, plans, and procedures for certification;

• make final decision on certification of training and methodology materials submitted to it;

• approve the composition of discipline-specific expert groups;

• make suggestions to the Committee Administration on how to improve the Committee’s work.

Discipline-specific Expert Groups are the principal working bodies of the Committee. Three groups have been formed, in the areas of political science, sociology and economics, respectively. Each group consists of 5 to 7 experts.

Discipline-specific Expert Groups:

• develop categories, scales and criteria for the assessment of training and methodology materials;

• review training materials;

• if necessary, appoint reviewers to assess training and methodology materials of narrow disciplinary focus;

• make up suggestions regarding the certification of training materials and TMB formation, and submit those for Committee Board approval.

Reviewers are invited by experts and Administration to work with the Committee and assess specific, narrowly-focused training and methodology materials.

Reviewers perform the following functions: 

• perform all-round analysis and assessment of the purpose and quality of training and methodology materials submitted for certification;

• present written reviews to the discipline-specific expert groups with clear conclusions as to the extent to which the training and methodology materials meet certification requirements.

How Certification Is Conducted

Training and methodology materials are submitted by NTF and OSI to the Committee for certification. Materials submitted for certification are registered in the Committee’s electronic database and brought to the discipline-specific expert group for initial examination. Each material should receive at least three reviews. Expert opinion on whether or not a particular material can be certified, as well as suggestions concerning the inclusion of reviewed materials in a particular TMB and recommendations for their further use and improvement, are accepted during sessions of the discipline-specific expert group, after all its members have been introduced to review outcomes. Decision to award certification is made by the Committee Board. In case of positive certification decision, within two weeks the Committee Administration should issue a certification document using the form approved by the Committee. 

Information on certification results is placed on ISE-Center website and can be distributed through mass media if the Committee Board so decides. Certification results can also be presented and discussed at seminars and conferences organized by the ISE-Center under the Contract.

Under the contract terms and conditions, the Independent Training Materials Certification Committee will operate through 2003. The Committee is expected to continue its operations after the contract implementation is completed.

The ITMCC Project’s director is Boris Zhelezov.

2002 individual and collective research grants within the CASE Program.

Ahmetova G.F.; Ufa; Social and psychological aspects of a Bashkir woman’s adaptation to the environment of a big, poly-ethnic city. 

Antipin P.V.; Moscow; Marginal subculture formation in suburban settlements as a consequence of social modernization.

Antosh'enko A.V.; Petrozavodsk; Religious spirituality in the cultural and historic mind of "first wave" Russian emigrants.

Balabanova E.S.; Nijniy Novgorod; Social and economic dependency of Russia’s population in the reform period.

Baloshina N.'U.; St.Peterburg; The academic profession in Russia placed in European context: integration into the international community at the turn of eras.

Bl'aher L.E., Zelikova YU.A., Paneyah E.L.; Habarovsk, St.Peterburg; Cultural peculiarities of transboundary economic relations: regional aspects (the cases of Khabarovsk and St. Petersburg).

Budnickiy O.V.; Moscow; Ambassador of a non-existent country 

(B. Bakhmetyev — diplomat, politician and intellectual).

Bulatov A.O., Alekseyev I.L., Hizriyeva G.A.; Mahachkala; Moslem identity in Russia: regional versions.

Chebanova YE.I.; Leskolovo, Leningradskaya oblast; The Germans and the Russians in middle age Novgorod. Issues of ethnic relations.

Chernikov M.V.; Voronej; The Russkaya Pravda: history, philosophy, politics.

Chudinov A.V., Gladyshev A.V., Abakumov A.'U.; Moscow, Saratov; The French and the Russians as they see each other: collective images in the cultural discourse of the industrial civilizations.

Dmitriyev A.N.; St.Peterburg; The problems of "originality" and "universality" in the methodological evolution of Russian humanities in 1910’s  through 1930’s.

Etkind A.M. CHernyh M.A. Bogdanov K.A.; St.Peterburg; Cultural "structuring" of the nation in Russian 19th century socio-political thought.

Frolova S.A.; Kazan'; Nobility in the Midflow Volga region (first half of 19th c.).

Gefner O.V.; Omsk; The military and the culture of Western Siberia in 1880-1914.

Gluhan'uk N.S. Gershkovich T.B.; Yekaterinburg; Mechanisms for developing tolerance to aging in modern Russia. 

Golosov G.V. Shevchenko YU.D.; St.Peterburg; Globalization and anti-globalizm in Russia’s political life.

Golovin V.V. Lur'ye M.L. Kuleshov YE.V.; St.Peterburg; Teenage subcultures of modern Russia: megalopolis, province, and village.

Golovin YU.A. Nestik T.A. Latova N.V.; Yaroslavl', Moscow; Interactions between public officials and the business in the context of Russian business culture.

Grachev S.V.; Saransk, Respublika Mordoviya; Geopolitical analysis of the regional educational field in the Volga region (second half of 19th – early 20th cc.).

Il'uha O.P. Solomesh' I.M.; Petrozavodsk; Social and inter-cultural adaptation of ethnic groups in a new city.

Ivlev V.P.; St.Peterburg; Russian mentality: conscience, unconscious and linguistic data contributing to the formation of the "Zhid" (Jew) concept (based on modern epigraphics)

Kachkin A.V. Barsukova S.'U. Klimov I.A.; Ul'yanovsk, Moscow; Actors and interpreters: methods of legitimization of new social and cultural practices in modern Russia.

Kalimullin T. R.; Naberejnyye Chelny, Tatarstan; Political choices of the middle class. 

Kal'ujnova N.'A. Tret'yakov V.S.; Irkuts; Russian-Chinese regional economic links in the aspect of regions’ competitive advantages.

Kaplunovskiy A.P.; Kazan'; Prikazchiks: agents of modernization or a new estate? Trade and industrial white-collar workers in the pre-revolutionary Russia. History, culture and daily life.

Kirjayeva V.P. Laptun V.I.; Saransk; Relations between Russian spiritual and temporal authorities in the sphere of education in late 18th - 19th centuries (based on the case of Volga region provinces).

Kormina J.V.; St.Peterburg; Alcohol in Russia’s traditional culture: the norm and anomalies. 

Kost'ashkov YU.V.; Kaliningrad; Historic and cultural heritage of East Prussia and the shaping of historic awareness in Kaliningrad Region.

Kovaleva A.E. Blam I.'U.; Novosibirsk; Analysis of the impact of social and economic factors on households’ willingness to pay for better environmental quality.

Kozyrenko N.E.; Khabarovsk; The growth of cities along the China-East Railway – a polyalogue of cultures.

Lebedeva N.M. Vyskochil A.A. Gayurova YU.A.; Moscow Samara; Socio-psychological factors of ethnic tolerance/intolerance in the multicultural regions of Russia. 

Levkiyevskaya YE.E.; Moscow; Russia’s modern history in the mirror of mass and traditional conscience.

Lizunov P.V.; Severodvinsk; The exchange and the laws regulating exchanges in Russia in 19th century.

Loginov A.V.; Yekaterinburg; Tolerance: the conflict of idea and methodology. 

Lur'ye S.V.; St.Peterburg; Comparative analysis of ethnic identity and inter-cultural communication in the Soviet and post-Soviet periods in Russia’s major cities.

Markasova YE.V.; St.Peterburg; The Selkor (rural press reporter) movement: experiment in social communication and its outcomes.

Mil'ayeva L.G.; Biysk; Methods for encouraging active employment policies (the case of smaller cities).

Mineyeva S.V.; Kurgan; Russian agiography: origins, sources, traditions.

Muhametshin R.M. Nogmanov A.I.; Kazan'; State-Islam relations in Midflow Volga region: Political and legal mechanisms shaping ethno-cultural tolerance in late 19th - early 20th cc.

Musayev V.I.; St.Peterburg; National and cultural autonomy as a way of national self-determination: historic experiences and prospects (the case of Russian North-West)

Myshinskiy A.L. Ohotnikov O.V.; Yekaterinburg; Criticism of comparison ability.

Nazarova I.B.; Moscow; Reform period: factors affecting health status.

Orlova G.A.; Rostov-na-Donu; Russian donos (denunciation): historic ethics of political communication.

Pachenkov O.V.; St.Peterburg; The sources and functional peculiarities of "Caucasophobia" among modern Russians (based on the case of St. Petersburg).

Pautova L.A.; Omsk; Daily perceptions of social stability (the case of post-Soviet mentality of 1990’s).

Petrov A.E.; Moscow; Evolution of historic memory: interpretation and perception of the Kulikovo battle by the society’ historic mind.

Petuhov V.B.; Ul'yanovsk; The phenomenon of terrorism in the information field of social and cultural influence on the society. 

Poberejnikov I.V.; Yekaterinburg; Spatial dynamics of modernization: theoretic, methodological and historic aspects.

Poloznev D.F.Gorshkova V.V. Dobr'akova O.I.; Yaroslavl'; The urban parish in 17th – first quarter of 18th cc: Religious experience in the value system of the transitional period from the middle ages to modern times (based on Yaroslavl materials).

Porshneva O.S.; Nijniy Tagil; Inter-disciplinary methods in historic anthropology studies.

Pr'amikova YE.V. Veselkova N.V.; Yekaterinburg; The strategy of growing up and the education factor.

Proskur'akov M.R. Bugayeva L.D.; St.Peterburg; Russian mentality in terms of self-organization theory.

Pugacheva M.G.; Moscow; The heritage of Soviet sociology: preservation, study and use.

R'abov O.V. Kirilina A.V.; Ivanovo, Moscow; The concept of "friend-and-foe" in national identity: attempt in gender analysis (based on Russian and German culture sources).

Remnev A.V.; Omsk; Imperial ideology under Russia’s eastward expansion in 19th – early 20th cc.: in search of geo-political â guidelines.

Rezanova Z.I. Katunin D.A.Mishankina N.A.; Tomsk; Metaphysical fragment of the Russian linguistic worldview.

Rodnov M.I.; Ufa; In search of Justice

Rogacheva YE.'U. Tumanova O.A. Lapshina I.K.; Vladimir; Realization of the cross-cultural dialogue idea in modern Russian education system (based on the teaching of history and foreign languages).

Rozov N.S. Filippov S.I. Vertgeym YU.B.; Novosibirsk; Theoretical history analysis of socio-cultural dynamics: natural trends in integration and transformation of the Russian society.

Savva M.V. Savva YE.V.; Krasnodar; The press, the authorities, and inter-ethnic conflict: âçàèìîñâÿçü íà ïðèìåðå Êðàñíîäàðñêîãî êðàÿ

Sedov P.V.; St.Peterburg; The cultural traditionalism of middle-age practice of kormleniye (self-sustained administration) and its modernized forms under the reign of Peter the Great (the case of Novgorod).

Seleznev A.G. Bel'gibayev YE.A.Selezneva I.A; Barnaul Omsk; The problem of intensifying expeditionary field work to study traditional culture under modern conditions (based on the studies of traditional economic patterns of taiga inhabitants in Southern Siberia).

Shabayev YU.P. Kovalev V.A.; Syktyvkar; Ideological evolution of national movements of Finno-Ugrian peoples in the RF in the context of Russian state system development. 

Shatilov A.B. Nechayev V.D. YUdel'son A.V.; Kursk Moscow; Transformation of the institution of RF Presidential Plenipotentiaries in Russian regions (1991 2001).

Sh'erbinin P.P.; Tambov; The "military factor" in everyday culture of Russian province in 19th - ealy 20 cc. (Chernozem belt regions example).

Shkarovskiy M.V. Bertash A.V.; St.Peterburg; Religious communities of Baltic peoples in the North-West of Russia in late 19th – early 21st cc.: mutual influence, history and cultural heritage.

Shugurov M.V.; Saratov; Tolerance as a socio-cultural technology and an institution of modern civilization.

Smirnova T.B. YAlovicyna S.`E. Nesmiyanova O.V.; Omsk; Proximite location of Orthodox Christianity and Protestantism in Russia's deep province and in border regions (comparison case of Western Siberia and the Republic of Karelia).

Sologubov A.M.; Kaliningrad; Peoples and cultural landscapes: Kaliningrad Region as an exemplary case of restructuring. 

Solov'yeva Z.R.; St.Peterburg; The homeless in Russia: institutionalization of the group.

Stepanov V. L.; Moscow; Russian state and industrialization: a system of state control of railway sector (late 20th – early 21st cc.)

Supr'aga S.V. Golovina R.V. Berezkina YE.S.; Kursk; Traditional folklore language as reflective of cultural interactions ("friend-and-foe" concept; ability to resist alien ethnic influences).

Svobodnyi F.K.; Barnaul; Legal conscience of juvenile delinquents.

Syrtypova S.D.Bazarov A.A.Garmayeva H.J.; Ulan-Ude St.Peterburg; Buddhist book printing by Russian Buryats in 19th – early 20th centuries.

T'apkina O.A.; Barnaul; Small city – progress or degradation: the issue of sustainable development of small cities facing urbanization (the case of Western Siberia region in the second half of 19th century).

Temnickiy A.L.; Moscow; The interplay of Soviet and post-Soviet factors in shaping economic behavior of Russian youth under reform.

Tihomandrickaya O.A.Smirnova V.V. Kishko M.V.; Moscow Tumen'; The dialogue and interaction of cultures (intra-regional aspect – based on the Tyumen Region case).

Titov V.N. Voloshina T.N. Toreyev V.B.; Moscow; Ethno-social processes in the informal economy

Vasil'yev M.I.; Velikiy Novgorod; Local holidays in the celebratory culture of the Russian people: tradition and modernity.

Viner B.E.; St.Peterburg; Converting to a different ethnic religion as a challenge to ethnic identity (the case of contemporary St. Petersburg).

Vishlenkova YE.A.Sal'nikova A.A. Malysheva S.'U.; Kazan'; Culture of daily life in the Russian province (19th – 20th cc.).

Vovina V.G.; St.Peterburg; The academic school of Alexei Shakhmatov. Under-researched pages of history.

Yarlykapov A.A.; Balashiha;  Moslem education in the Northern Caucasus: history and modern times.

Yaroshenko S.S.; Syktyvkar; Ways of adaptation for socially excluded groups in the capitalist Russia of 21st century. 

Yermachenko I.O.; St.Peterburg; The image of the "Far East Neighbor" as a civilization self-identification criterion in the Russian political and artistic culture of 20th century. 

Zabiyako A.P. Kobyzov R.A. Anihovskiy S.`E.; Blagovesh'ensk; Ethnical awareness of Russians and Chinese in the Far East Region.

Zagoskin D.V. Pril' L.N.; Tomsk; The microsocium mentality: ways of reflecting objectivized forms of culture (based on the Old Believers collection of the Tomsk Local History Museum).

Zav'yalova T.G.; Novosibirsk; The role of traditional stratagem culture in modern China’s social life and international contacts.

2003 individual and collective research grants within the CASE Program.

Ahmitzyanov Ramzis Raisovich Kadyrov Salavat Hismatovich Sidorova Ol`ga Viktorovna; Ufa; Employment and social protection for the elderly: "Do you still need me¾ when I'm 64?".

Akol`zina Marina Konstantinovna Morozova E`lla Aleksandrovna   Konchakov Roman Borisovich Strekalova Natal`ya Valer`evna; Tambov,                                                  Tambovskaya oblast`; The contribution of foreigners in the development of Russian provincial culture in 19th – early 20th cc. in the context of cultural dialogue (based on Tambov guberniya materials). 

Anohina Natal`ya Vyacheslavovna  Meleshkina Elena Yur`evna; Moscow; Electoral protest as a challenge to regional government's legitimacy. 

Antowenko Aleksandr Vasil`evich Leont`ev Aleksej Anatol`evich; Petrozavodsk; A piece of monumental art as a historiographic source (based on the "Millenium of Russia" monument). 

Azarenko Sergej Aleksandrovich Bazarov Evgenij Yur`evich; Ekaterinburg; Russian semiosphere of power: multiplicity of languages and the issue of social dualism. 

Bertash Aleksandr Vital`evich; St.Petersburg; Protecting cultural heritage in 20th – early 21st cc.  the  State and the Orthodox church on the way to cooperation in the North-Western region 

Bol`shakov Andrej Georgievich; Kazan`; The policy of strengthening the "vertical of power", and the crisis of quasi-federalism in contemporary Russia (the Republic of Tatarstan case). 

Boronin Oleg Valer`evich Bykov Andrej Yur`evich; Barnaul; Potential for ethnic conflict in the Chu valley (Altai mountains), and resolution mechanism. 

Brednikova Ol`ga Evgen`evna; St.Petersburg; Window to Europe: contemporary Russian borders and the process of territorization (the case of Russian-Estonian border area). 

Bychkov Sergej Pavlovich; Omsk; National history in the images of Russian feature films. 

Charina Ol`ga Iosifovna  Larionova Anna Semenovna Strogova Ekaterina Alekseevna Vasil`eva Rimma Innokent`evna; Yakutsk; Russian old-timers in the Lena river basin at a historic intersection of cultures, second half of 20th and beginning of 21st  century: ethnography, language and folklore. 

Chernyadeva Natal`ya Alekseevna Belavin Andrej Mihajlovich Shennikova Larisa Vladimirovna; Perm`; Legal framework for museums’ activity in Russia. 

Chistyakov Anton Yur`evich Kiselev Stanislav Borisovich; St.Petersburg; Ethnical identity of the contemporary population of Russia’s North-West. 

Chudinov Aleksandr Viktorovich Gladyshev Andrej Vladimirovich   Kalashnikov Mihail Vasil`evich; Moscow, Saratov; The concept of "liberalism" in French and Russian political discourse in 19th century. 

Dacyshen Vladimr Grigor`evich; Krasnoyarsk; International relations development issues in Tuva in the second half of 19th and first quarter of 20th cc. 

Dashkovskij Petr Konstantinovich; Barnaul; Mentality and worldview of Altai nomads: translational processes in historic and cultural retrospective, and under modernization. 

Dolbilov Mihail Dmitrievich; Voronezh; Rusification in the North-Western corner of the Empire (1855 - 1874). Periphery administration in the hierarchy of Russian bureaucracy’s priorities. 

Dordzhieva Elena Valer`evna; E`lista; Kalmucks’ cultural tradition and the modernity. 

Dorzhigushaeva Oyuna Vladimirovna; Ulan-Ude`; Tolerance as ethnic foundation for inter-cultural dialogue in Buddhist regions of Russia. 

Dubrovskaya Ol`ga Nikolaevna; Saratov; Inter-cultural communication and mutual understanding of cultures (based on complex speech events). 

Dushin Oleg E`rnestovich; St.Petersburg; Between Middle Ages and New Times: Martin Luther and Scholasticism. 

Fedorov Aleksandr Aleksandrovich; Nizhnij Novgorod; European philosophical and mystical tradition, and the Russian philosophical thought, from the last three decades of 18th c. to the first three decades of 20th c. 

Goncharov Yurij Mihajlovich; Barnaul; Urban family of Siberia in the second half of 19th – early 20th cc. 

Grigorichev Konstantin Vadimovich; Barnaul; Western Siberia regions in a system of migratory links with Kazakhstan. 

Gulevich Ol`ga Aleksandrovna;  Zelenograd ;The Trial Jury as an institute of legal socialization. 

Gurova Ol`ga Yur`evna Echevskaya Ol`ga Gennad`evna; St.Petersburg                         Novosibirsk; The value of things in the Soviet and post-Soviet Russia 

Hristoforov Igor` Anatol`evich; Luhovicy, Moskovskaya oblast`; Constructing the image: Russian peasantry in public thinking and government policies of 1870’s  - early 1880’s. 

Hristoforova Ol`ga Borisovna; Luhovicy, Moskovskaya oblast`; The role of communicative behavior models in the inter-cultural communication (based on Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Area material). ;

Kalabanov Aleksandr Nikolaevich;  Moscow; Schism or reform: innovative movements in the Russian Orthodox Church (the case of the Candlemas Orthodox Christian Fraternity).

Kalashnikova Marina Vladimirovna;  St.Petersburg; The text of power / the text about power (prison press and prison folklore of the Soviet era). 

Kardinskaya Svetlana Vladlenovna; Izhevsk; Udmurts today: ethnical identity and national ideology in the structuralist aspect. 

Kaufman Igor` Samuilovich; St.Petersburg; Perception of Spinosa’s ideas in the Russian philosophy of 19th – 20th cc.. History of philosophy. 

Kochetkov Igor` Viktorovich; St.Petersburg; Agrarian revolution and farming in the North-West of Russia (1918 - 1928). 

Kolpachnikov Veniamin Valentinovich; Ekaterinburg; Communicative competence of the human being (based on the mastery of human-centered skills), and tolerance. 

Koval` Tat`yana Borisovna Homyakova Elena Vladimirovna  Braslavskij Pavel Isaakovich; Moscow, Ekaterinburg; The Christian tradition of tolerance in social and economic relations: Russia and the West. Comparative analysis and key development trends. 

Kurganov Aleksej Vital`evich Lobanova Alevtina Stepanovna Tran`kov Aleksej Leonidovich Chetina Elena Mihajlovna; Perm`; Traditional values in the age of "cultural fractures". 

Kushkova Anna Nikolaevna; St.Petersburg; Daily conflict in the modern Russian village: collective perceptions and social practices. 

Lagutina Irina Nikolaevna; Moscow; Cultural identity and religious awareness: German intellectual elite in Russia, late 18th  – early 19th cc. 

Latov Yurij Valer`evich Vukolova Tat`yana Sergeevna Latova Nataliya Valer`evna; Tula, Moscow; Economic mentality of Russians: Tula – Russia – the World. 

Lehcier Vitalij Leonidovich; Samara; Russian modifications in phenomenology: the influence of F. Brentano’s and E. Husserl’s phenomenology on the intuitivism of N. Lossky’s and philosophic psychology of S. Frank. 

Levkievskaya Elena Evgen`evna; Moscow; Ukrainians in the eyes of Russians: the evolution of ethno-cultural and linguistic stereotypes. 

Lidzar` Tat`yana Anatol`evna; Khabarovsk; Economic relations and gender strategies in small business. 

Limanskaya Kseniya Andreevna Goloviznina Marina Vladimirovna; St.Petersburg, Perm`; Juvenile Temporary Detention Center: social control, socialization, and the reproduction of minors’ criminal subculture. 

Loginov Aleksej Valer`evich; Ekaterinburg; Tolerance: the issue of means of symbolization. 

Lur`e Mihail Lazarevich Golovin Valentin Vadimovich Kuleshov Evgenij Vital`evich; St.Petersburg; Modern soldier subculture: social structure, rituals, and folklore. 

Lur`e Svetlana Vladimirovna;  St.Petersburg; Mechanisms shaping inter-cultural communication, and culture-to-culture interaction scenarios: trends towards restructuring of tolerant ethnic relations in the poli-ethnical society of modern Russia. 

Lyarskaya Elena Vladimirovna Kolosova Valeriya Borisovna; St.Petersburg; Transformation of traditional family values of Nenets inhabitants of the Yamal peninsula. 

Makarchenko Marina Arnol`dovna; St.Petersburg; A study in organizational culture (firm’s culture) – the case of St. Petersburg enterprises. 

Makarova Nina Ivanovna Korolev Sergej Leonidovich; Novosibirsk; Social background and axiological nature of non-violence education. 

Malinov Aleksej Valer`evich   Peshperova Izol`da Yur`evna; Baksitogorsk,                                     St.Petersburg; Theoretical and methodological aspects of Russia’s 18th century historic philosophy. 

Malysheva Svetlana Yur`evna Nagornaya Oksana Sergeevna Narskij Igor` Vladimirovich  Nikonova Ol`ga Yur`evna Sal`nikova Alla Arkad`evna; Kazan`,                                            Chelyabinsk; Russia in the "age of disasters", and cultural memory.  

Martynenko Aleksandr Valentinovich Shilov Nikolaj Vladimirovich Grachev Sergej Vladimirovich; Saransk; Orthodox Christianity and Islam in the Mordovia Republic: problems of dialogue (late 19th – 20th cc.). 

Martynov Mihail Yur`evich Nenashev Maksim Aleksandrovich Dorogon`ko Evgeniya Valer`evna; Surgut; Ethnic schools for small indigenous peoples of the North in the region’s vocational education system. 

Maslovskaya Tamara Ivanovna Bondar` Larisa Dmitrievna; St.Petersburg; Baltic region of Eastern Europe: philosophical and socio-cultural analytics. 

Messhtyb Nina Aleksandrovna; Orehovo-Zuevo; The Northern ethnic settlement in the context of political, social and economic transformation of late 20th – early 21st cc.. 

Milovanov Yurij Evgen`evich; Rostov-na-Donu; Political and cultural "enclavization" of Northern Caucasus territories as a factor conducive to separatism. 

Napol`skih Vladimir Vladimirovich; Izhevsk; Origin, ethno-linguistic belonging and history of Yugra as described in the annals, in light of early Ob’-Ugrian-Perm contacts. 

Nizhnikov Sergej Anatol`evich; Malahovka, Moskovskaya oblast`; Kant and the metaphysics of faith in Russia. 

Novikova Anastasiya Aleksandrovna; Taganrog; Media education in Russia in the context of globalization. 

Novozhenina Inna Vladimirovna; Ufa; Nikolai Alexeev’s ideological and theoretical system: historic and legal analysis in value dimension. 

Oparina Tat`yana Anatol`evna; Moscow; Foreigners in Russia in 16th  - 17th cc.  Essays in historic biography and genealogy. 

Orlova Galina Anatol`evna; Rostov na Donu; Soviet political demonology (1920's – 1980’s). 

Osika Yulianna L`vovna; St.Petersburg; The value aspects of shaping the "Workwoman" mythologeme in the early years of Soviet power (based on Soviet national press). 

Ovsyannikov Igor` Vladimirovich; Moskovskaya oblast`, Ruzskij rajon; New philosophy in Russia’s 21st century legal culture (based on Russian law of evidence). 

Ozheredov Yurij Ivanovich Yarzutkina Anastasiya Alekseevna Korusenko Mihail Andreevich; Tomsk, Omsk; Local mythology in the traditional cultural space of Siberian Tatars (related to the study and preservation of values). 

Pas`ko Olesya Nikolaevna; Krasnodar; Patterns of group identity: "diagnostics" of social links. 

Petrov Andrej Evgen`evich; Moscow; Myths of Russia’s ancient history in modern historic awareness. 

Piweva Tat`yana Nikolaevna Shelekasova Natal`ya Petrovna; Moscow; Psychological barriers in the perception of politicians’ images. 

Poleva Yuliya Vladimirovna; Volgograd; Cave-dwellers in Saratov and Voronezh provinces (17th – first three decades of 20th cc.) in a system of Church politics. 

Pozdnyak Tat`yana Zinov`evna; Vladivostok; Treatment of immigrants by Russian society and authorities (the case of Far East in 19th – early 20th cc.). 

Rud` Natal`ya Petrovna; Khabarovsk; Specificity of artistic culture languages of the Nivkhs, as reflective of their special mentality (based on folklore music and ornamental art). 

Rumyanceva Marina Fedorovna; Moscow; Epistemological concept of Alexander Lappo-Danilevsky in the context of European philosophy in the second half of 19th and early 20th cc. 

Sablina Svetlana Gennad`evna; Novosibirsk; Barriers to inter-cultural communication in contemporary Russia. 

Seleznev Aleksandr Gennad`evich Belich Igor` Vladimirovich  Selezneva Irina Aleksandrovna; Omsk, Tobol`sk; Siberian Islam: Regional version of religious syncretism. 

Sergunin Aleksandr Anatol`evich; Nizhnij Novgorod; Cooperation on Kaliningrad as a factor strengthening sub-region security. 

Shagalova Ekaterina Nikolaevna; St.Petersburg; Developments in modern Russian culture and the way they are reflected in the language. Latest borrowings: vocabulary, its content and functional aspects. 

Shtyrkov Sergej Anatol`evich Makarova veronika Yur`evna Filicheva Oksana Nikolaevna; St.Petersburg; Tradition of worshiping rural relics in the North-West of Russia, late 20th – early 21st  cc. 

Shuvaeva Viktoriya Viktorovna; Volgograd; Inter-regional study of the organizational culture of public service. 

Slavgorodskaya Natal`ya Alekseevna; St.Petersburg; Folklore cliches expressing behavioral norms in contemporary being: Tradition and innovation. 

Smirnova Yuliya Borisovna Shil`nikova Irina Veniaminovna; Yaroslavl`; Labor culture of factory workers in the post-reform Russia. 

Smotrova Tat`yana Nikolaevna  Zemskova  Elena Vyacheslavovna   Gricenko Valentina; Balashov, Saratovskaya oblast`; Caucasus immigrants and criminality: a study in susceptibility to the impact of drug environment. 

Solov`eva Anna Nikolaevna; Arkhangel`sk; The world of values in the ethnic subculture of the Russian North in 20th century: tradition, modernity, and post-modernity. 

Stepanov Valerij Leonidovich; Moscow; Prerequisites of monetary reform designed by Sergei Vitte: The policy of Finance Ministry in 1881 – 1892.

Svetlov Roman Viktorovich  Cyb Aleksej Vasil`evich; St.Petersburg; Platonism in European and Russian culture: the issue of mutual influence and inter-culture dialogue. 

Tarasov Il`ya Nikolaevich; Saratov; The upper chamber of the post-Communist parliament: experiences of Russia and Eastern Europe. 

Tev Denis Borisovich Oreh Ekaterina Aleksandrovna Daugavet Aleksandra Borisovna Hosueva Natal`ya Vladimirovna; St.Petersburg; Economic and political administration elites in the region: their forms and interactions in the post-Soviet period (based on the examples of St. Petersburg and Leningrad Region). 

Titarenko Ivan Yur`evich; Bijsk; Creating methodology to develop a field of legal knowledge for a mass-scale training of specific (non-lawyer) groups of population, in order to increase economic and social stability. 

Trigubovich Nataliya Viktorovna Chausskaya Ol`ga Anatol`evna   Pulyaevskaya Lyubov` Vladislavovna; Saratov; Russian family: parent-children relationships (legal aspect) 

Usachev Andrej Sergeevich; Moscow; The views of a mid-16th century scribe in the context of cultural values dynamics: From the Nikon Chronicle to the Stepennaia Kniga (Book of Stages) (terminological analysis). 

Vereshagin Aleksandr Sergeevich Yankovskaya Galina Aleksandrovna   Gekkina Elena Nikolaevna Markasova Elena Valer`evna Ermachenko Igor` Olegovich; Ufa, Perm`, Petrozavodsk, St.Petersburg; The power of money versus Soviet power: the problem of material well-being and "political nostalgia" of 1920’s and 1990’s (comparative aspect). 

Veselkova Natal`ya Vadimovna Pryamikova Elena Viktorovna; Ekaterinburg; The social competence of growing-up. 

Vinokurov Evgenij Yur`evich; Kaliningrad; The shaping of a new foreign trade regime for Kaliningrad region, resulting from EU expansion and Russia’s accession to WTO, and regional trade flows. 

Vishlenkova Elena Anatol`evna Parsamov Vadim Surenovich; Kazan`,                                                  Saratov; War and peace as cultural universals of the Russian imperial mentality. 

Volodina Tat`yana Andreevna; Tula; History in secondary school and the shaping of identity: a trial comparative study. 

Voronina Tat`yana Yur`evna; St.Petersburg; Breeding the "Soviet person" in 1930’s: "educational practices" of the Soviet Red Cross. 

Weblanova Veronika Vyacheslavovna   Surkova Irina Yur`evna; Saratov; Social aftermath of terrorist acts: ethno-confessional tensions vector in the civilian and military communities. 

Yarov Sergej Viktorovich; St.Petersburg; Soviet society in 1917 - 1920: conformist. 

Yurina Elena Andreevna; Tomsk; Figurative language as a factor contributing to cultural and historic awareness (based on description of associative and imaginative semantic fields of the Russian language). 

Zabiyako Andrej Pavlovich Anihovskij Stanislav E`duardovich Kobyzov Roman Aleksandrovich;  Blagovewensk, Moscow; The image of Russia and the Russians in the Chinese ethnic conscience (ethno-social depiction of Chinese Diaspora). 

Zajcev Igor` Nikolaevich; St.Petersburg; Reception of Kant’s ethics in the Russian philosophy and literature of 19th c. 

Zav`yalova Tat`yana Georgievna; Novosibirsk; The role of traditional strategem culture in modern China’s social life and international contacts. 

Zenkova Anna Yur`evna Sharov Sergej Aleksandrovich; Ekaterinburg                                    Moscow; The province and the global environment: expressing attitudes to the "Other" in different cultures. 

