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“When defining a development strategy for ISE-Center, planning projects and programs and coordinating our efforts with donors and partners, we have consistently taken into account new trends, goals and challenges in national higher education. Our determination to keep up with the times and, whenever possible, be proactive in addressing emergent issues necessitates a shift in program priorities, introduction of new tasks,  continuous search for new partners and implementation of multiple pilot projects.
 

One recent trend shows ISE-Center becoming increasingly involved in university administration issues. There is no doubt that effective implementation of programs offering support to individual scholars or even entire academic schools in the area of social sciences and humanities is largely determined by the institutional environment. It is equally obvious that the ability to best replicate practices from successful research projects at the level of university chairs and departments, and especially so outside the supported university, depends on how eager the major educational institutions are to overcome their natural inertia, learn from new experience, and assume certain risks. For ISE-Center, the major issue is going beyond the limits of pilot projects and contributing to systemic improvements in the Russian higher education system. 

 

A valuable source of experience in this respect is the project aimed to encourage Russian higher education institutions to join the Bologna process, implemented jointly with the National Training Foundation (NTF). This project covers both contextual and managerial issues of higher education, allowing ISE-Center to find a broader dimension to many of its current programs. Working with Russian institutions of higher learning we will continue to put increasing emphasis on strategic planning; coordination between universities and regional and national labor markets; and new mechanisms of academic mobility for students and teachers.

 

Another strategic priority for ISE-Center is encouraging international contacts of Russian universities. It is no secret that many of the universities’ international projects are rather formal, being limited at best to one-on-one exchanges or to standard-format international workshops and conferences. ISE-Center successfully launched several long-term international projects of the next generation that will hopefully serve as a model, and not just for our own grantees. We are very positive that the academic potential of Russia’s regional universities can be turned into an important competitive advantage in a world of globalized education and research markets – provided that this potential is fully realized. 

 

Perhaps the most meaningful assessment of our efforts ever since the establishment of ISE-Center was the decision of the RF Ministry of Education and Science of Autumn 2005 to adopt the CASE model in implementing the national social sciences/humanities support program for Russian universities. We take it as a recognition of the outstanding performance of ISE-Center, our experts and academic curators, our many partners and allies in Russia’s regional universities and abroad. On our part, we are determined to make sure that Russia’s higher education community maintains its leading position within the global educational space.”

Andrei V. Kortunov,

President
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Who We Are – an Introduction

The Russian grant-making organization ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.) was established in order to implement charitable research and educational projects in social sciences and humanities within Russia and the CIS. 

Our organization persistently makes efforts to: 

· develop research and education institutions in Russia; 

· improve the quality of research projects and education process in Russian universities;

· help introducing modern technologies in research and education activities; 

· provide the necessary conditions for strengthening links between regional and capital-city academic institutions; 

· help Russian scholars integrate into the international academic community.

ISE-Center possesses all the attributes of a modern non-profit organization, namely: highly professional and experienced staff, a representative Board of Trustees, a broad base of experts in various fields of knowledge, a network of Russian and foreign partner institutions, a diversified financial base, an informative and evolving Web site, an ambitious publications program, a responsive and efficient Financial Service.

Throughout its history the ISE-Center has successfully implemented dozens of projects and activities, including comprehensive institutional building programs, individual and shared grants competitions, international exchanges and visiting scholar programs, national and international conferences, publication of collected research papers and monographs, etc.
ISE-Center has an extensive network of partners, grantees and experts in more than 100 Russian, the CIS and international institutions, including: the RF Ministry of Education and Science, the RF Presidential Administration, Russian regional universities, the Carnegie Corporation of New York (USA), the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Open Society Institute, the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies (division of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars), the Higher Education Support Program (HESP), Oxford University, the Center for Education Policy (CEP), the International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), the National Council for Eurasian and East European Research (NCEEER), the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), the Eurasia Foundation, the British Council, etc. 

Organizational Structure of  ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education)
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Staff members of the ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education.)

· Kortunov, Andrei Vadimovich 
President
· Laktionova, Irina Valentinovna 
Executive Director, Program Manager, Russian Centers for Advanced Studies and Education Program 

· Malyutina, Lyudmila Ivanovna 
Chief Accountant
· Ivanova, Tamara Alexeyevna 
Accountant 

· Dzikovitskaya, Galina Anatolievna 
Accountant 

· Vagina, Tatyana Alexandrovna 
Coordinator 
· Nekrasova, Tatyana Gennadievna 
Coordinator 

· Evdokimova, Anna Valerievna 
Coordinator 

· Arkhipova, Leila Vladimirovna 
Coordinator 

· Teslya, Alexander Leonidovich 
Coordinator
· Shevchenko, Andrei Yurievich 
Administrator 

Board of Trustees of the ISE-Center

· Bolotov, Viktor Alexandrovich,

Head of the Federal Education and Science Supervisory Service, RF Ministry of Education and Science 
· Kortunov, Andrei Vadimovich,

President, ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education)
· Laktionova, Irina Valentinovna,

Executive Director, ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education)
· Melvil, Andrei Yurievich,

Vice-Rector for Research, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia

· Chubarian, Alexander Oganovich,

Director, Institute of General History, Russian Academy of Science
· Bunimovich, Yevgeny Abramovich,

Deputy, Moscow City Duma
· Shishlov, Alexander Vladimirovich, 

Educational Programs Director, St. Petersburg  Humanities and Political Science Center “Strategia” 

Bureau Member, Russian Democratic Party “YABLOKO”
Academic Board
· Baranovsky, Vladimir Georgievich

Doctor of Science (History), Correspondent Member of the Russian Academy of Science (RAS), Deputy Director of the Institute of the World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO), RAS 

(Since 2003)

· Drobizheva, Leokadia Mikhailovna

Professor, Doctor of Science (History), Director of the Institute of Sociology (Russian Academy of Science)

(Since 2002)

· Ionin, Leonid Grigorievich

Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Professor of the General Sociology Chair of the Sociology Department, State University – Higher School of Economics

(2002-2004)

· Kamensky, Alexander Borisovich

Professor, Doctor of Science (History), Head of the National Middle Ages History Chair of the Russian State Humanitarian University 

(Since 2004)

· Kantor, Vladimir Karlovich 

Professor, Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Editorial Board member of the Voprosy Philosophii (“Philosophy Issues”) journal of the Russian Academy of Science

(2002 - 2003)

· Maslov, Alexei Alexandrovich

Professor, Doctor of Science (History), Head of the General History Chair of the RUDN University (“Peoples' Friendship University”) 

(2002 - 2004)

· Melvil, Andrei Yurievich

Professor, Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Vice-Rector for research, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia

(Since 2004)

· Mironov, Vladimir Vasilievich

Professor, Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Vice-Rector, Moscow State University

(2002 - 2003)

· Mikheyev, Vasily Vasilievich 

Doctor of Science (Economics), Deputy Director of the Institute of the Far East (Russian Academy of Science)

(Since 2004)

· Fedotova, Valentina Gavrilovna

Professor, Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Academician, member of the Russian Academy of Natural Science, Head of the Social Philosophy Sector of the Institute of Philosophy (Russian Academy of Science)

(Since 2004)

· Shestopal, Yelena Borisovna

Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Head of the Political Psychology Chair, Moscow State University

(Since 2002)

· Yurevich, Andrei Vladislavovich

Doctor of Science (Psychology), Deputy Director of the Psychology Institute (Russian Academy of Science)

(Since 2002)

ISE-Center Donors and Partners

Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science is a federal executive body which carries out government policy in the areas of education, research, technology and innovation; development of federal centers of science and high technology, national research centers and Science Towns; intellectual property; and policies in the areas of youth education, tutorship and patronage, social assistance, and social protection of students.

The RF Ministry of Education and Science coordinates and controls the activities of subordinate Federal Agencies, namely, the Federal Agency for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trade Marks, the Federal Agency for the Supervision of Education and Research, Federal Agency for Science and Innovation, and the Federal Agency for Education.

The RF Ministry of Education and Science operates in coordination with other federal executive bodies, those of Federation constituent regions, local governments, NGOs and other organizations.

The Carnegie Corporation of New York (U.S.A.) was founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1911 to promote "the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding." As a grant-making foundation, the Corporation seeks to carry out Carnegie's vision of philanthropy, which he said should aim "to do real and permanent good in the world."

The Carnegie Corporation gives priority to education, promotion of international security and disarmament, international development, and fostering democracy. 

The program areas that are now the focus of the Corporation's work have evolved over time, adapting to changing circumstances. Current programs have been designed to correspond with the Corporation's historic mission and legacy and to maintain the continuity of its work.

In the 21st century the Carnegie Corporation is facing the challenge of how to further support the development of a global community.

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (U.S.A.) is a private, non-profit, grant-making organization established in 1978. Its head office is in Chicago. Since 1992 the Foundation has been operating an office in Moscow and implementing a program of financial support targeting projects in Russia and other independent countries of the former Soviet Union.

The Foundation supports groups and individuals seeking sustainable improvement in human living conditions. It achieves these goals by supporting research, encouraging individual creative work, strengthening relevant institutions and promoting positive changes in public policy, and by providing society with information, mainly by way of public information media.

The Kennan Institute (U.S.A.), located in Washington, D.C., was founded in December 1974 as a division of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. The Kennan Institute is committed to improving American expertise and knowledge about Russia and other post-Soviet countries. It offers residential scholarships to researchers from those countries. In addition to the scholarship program, the Institute promotes public lectures by prominent scholars and policymakers from America, Russia, and other successor states to the Soviet Union. The results of the Kennan Institute’s research are published and distributed, generally, free of charge. Being a non-partisan institution, the Kennan Institute nevertheless seeks to create and maintain a meaningful dialogue between scholars and politicians.

Other ISE-Center Partners: 

National Training Foundation;

National Council for Eurasian and East European Research (NCEEER, U.S.A.);

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS, U.K.);

IREX/Russia;

American Councils for International Education (ACTR/ACCELS, U.S.A.);

Center of Culture, Science and Information of the Hungarian Republic in Moscow

“New Eurasia” Foundation

Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) (MGIMO) of the MFA of Russia

Institute of Sociology, Russian Academy of Science

Institute of the World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO), Russian Academy of Science

Institute of General History,  Russian Academy of Science

St. Petersburg  Institute of History, Russian Academy of Science

Russian State Humanitarian University

Moscow Lomonosov State University

Brief Financial Report   (01.01.04-01.04.05)
1. Funding Sources
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	Funding Sources
	thous. USD

	Kennan Institute (funded by Carnegie Corporation)
	2933

	John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
	1172

	Other sources
	145

	 
	 

	TOTAL ISE-Center:
	4250

	 
	 

	Co-funding by the RF Ministry of Education and Science
	360

	TOTAL:
	4610


2. Expenditure Distribution
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 Other sources


	Funding Sources
	thous. USD

	CASE Program Grantees - total 
	2951

	Including:
	 

	CASEs libraries support
	503

	CASEs libraries furnishing/equipment
	100

	Competition for individual and collective research grants in the area of social sciences and humanities 
	552

	Support for international projects under the CASE Program
	197

	Conferences and round table meetings under the CASE Program
	560

	CASEs publications support
	282

	Research projects under the CASE Program
	397

	Financial support of individual CASEs*
	360

	Operating expenses (including publications, conferences, workshops, implementation of venture and publishing projects)
	1514

	 Other sources
	145

	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL:
	4610


*RF Ministry of Education and Science funding of regional universities participating in the CASE Program
Funding Projections for 2005-2006
1.  Funding Sources
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	Funding Sources
	thous. USD

	 Kennan Institute (funded by Carnegie Corporation)
	3415

	 John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
	865

	TOTAL ISE-Center:
	4280

	Co-funding by the RF Ministry of Education and Science
	755

	TOTAL: 
	5035


2.Expenditure Distribution
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	thous. USD

	CASE Grants - total
	2673

	Including:
	 

	CASEs libraries support
	462

	Institutional development grants 
	180

	Support for international projects under the CASE Program
	140

	Conferences and round table meetings under the CASE Program
	238

	CASEs publications support
	140

	Financial support of individual CASEs*
	755

	Research projects under the CASE Program
	758

	Operating expenses (including publications, conferences, workshops, implementation of venture and publishing projects)
	2362

	 
	 

	 
	 

	TOTAL:
	5035


*The RF Ministry of Education and Science  funding of regional universities participating in the CASE Program
Our Publications

1. Central European Year Book, 2003. Compilation of Papers and Documents by Ilona Kish; Issue # 1: International Relations and Security – M.: “Logos”, 2003; 360 pp.

2. Russian Science:  Current Status and Revival Strategies – M.: “Logos”, 2004; 384 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 2)

3. Upswing of Democracy: the Novgorod Model for Quick Social Change, by N. Petro  (“Monographs” series, Issue # 4) – M.: “Logos”, 2004; 304 pp.

4. The Processes of Russian Citizens’ Identification Within the Social Space of “Own” and “Alien” Groups and Communities (1999-2002): Professor V. Yadov’s Master Class – M.: Aspect Press, 2004; 326 pp.

5. Science of Science and new Tendencies in the Development of Russian Science, edited by A. Allakhverdyan, N. Semenova, and A. Yurevich – M.: “Logos”, 2005; 308 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 3)

6. United Nations and Other International Organizations, Their Role in 21st Century, by V. Fyodorov – M.: Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the RF Ministry of Foreign Affairs; “ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education)”; “Logos” publishing house, 2005; 944 pp.

Russian Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE)

“…The CASE Program goal is to identify the most appropriate mechanisms for promotion of innovative academic research at universities and to help design and implement a national strategy in this area, which is vital for the advancement of Russian science.”

A. Kortunov

The Program is sponsored by the RF Ministry of Science and Education, the Carnegie Corporation of New York (U.S.A), and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (U.S.A).

Initiated in April, 2000, the Program is being jointly implemented by the ISE-Center and the Kennan Institute (U.S.A).

Program Objectives
· Maintain and expand Russia’s intellectual potential in humanities and social sciences.
· Assist dialogue and cooperation between the academic community, on the one hand, and Russian entrepreneurs and the political elite, on the other. 

· Facilitate integration of Russian scholars in the international academic community; popularize research findings of Russian scholars from regional CASEs in the West; involve Program grantees in international exchange and visiting scholar programs; invite international scholars and professors to CASEs, etc. 

· Introduce new research methodologies and techniques to facilitate research performed by Russian scholars in the regions; support contacts between regional universities and academic and educational centers in Moscow, including private universities.
· Help bridge the gap between academic research, teaching and applied analytical projects; support CASEs in their efforts to use the results of research projects in education; encourage CASE cooperation with local NGOs and mass media.

The CASE Program pursues its goals and objectives through a network of Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASEs) hosted by nine major regional State Universities. 
The CASEs were set up on a competitive basis: in 2000,  the Ural, Tomsk and Voronezh State Universities were selected; in 2001 Far East, Irkutsk, Saratov, Kaliningrad, and Novgorod universities were selected; in 2003 the Rostov State University was selected to host a CASE.  
The Resource Center, hosted by the St. Petersburg State University, was launched in 2002 to assist CASEs development and promote academic mobility of individual Program grantees.
The Centers for Advanced Studies and Education are assigned a variety of tasks, including implementation of research projects; development of modern, open access “model” libraries; assistance to international academic research and university management programs; delivery of conferences and workshops; publication of research papers compilations and monographs, etc.
The CASE Program is managed by the Program Board, a strategy-setting body in which donors and operators are represented, and the Council of Academic Curators whose task is to maintain high professional standards in CASE activities. 

Over the past 5 years the Program successfully established 9 CASEs, helping them become prominent features on the academic map of Russia; consolidate an educational and academic community on the regional scale; step up academic mobility – not limited to exchanges between Moscow and St. Petersburg but allowing hundreds of regional scholars to take an active part in CASE projects; and involve certain international partners in CASE research.

While all of the above tasks are still relevant, the Program has evolved into a new phase, with a new set of priorities:
· Strengthening the CASE network as an integrated whole, while developing various forms of network interconnection. 

· Developing information and communication capacity of the Program (implementing geographically dispersed network projects, holding Internet conferences, etc.).
· Improving the quality of CASE research; introducing uniform standards and turning CASEs into “model institutions” in social sciences and humanities.
· Developing applied research projects within CASEs that could be useful for regional and municipal authorities, businesses and other partners.
· Promoting international contacts; supporting international projects;

· Strengthening the Intellectual Audit project and other mechanisms used in monitoring CASE activities.
· Providing conditions that will enable CASEs to operate sustainably upon completion of the Program.

Program Structure
1. Research Component
This is the key component as it encompasses the most meaningful and visible CASE activities. Substantial changes were made to it over the Program period, including the transition to project-based research funding, targeted support of CASE network projects and those implemented jointly with Moscow and St. Petersburg  research and educational institutions, etc. 

It is the Research Component which determines the content of all the other Program components, as the project-based approach to funding means that, instead of individual activities, funds will be allocated to research complexes covering the whole range of related activities – from actual research to international exchange of experience and publication of results. 

2. Conferences and workshops
Conferences and workshops held by CASEs played an important role in the initial phase of Program implementation, helping position the CASEs as academic debate clubs and sites for the presentation of new projects. The main purpose of those activities at the current stage is to assist in launching a project (defining research methodology, developing implementation plan, making prospective participants interested, etc.) and presenting the results.

3. Publications
CASEs’ publications play a key role in promoting the Program and ensuring broad dissemination of research results. A single system of standards introduced in 2003 contributed to the improvement of quality of CASEs’ publications. Development of this Program component will continue into the future. A new publication series will be introduced for low-cost, small circulation papers. Cooperation with Russian and foreign periodicals will also be developed under this component.

4. International Projects and Travel Programs
This component supports CASEs cooperation with their international colleagues. In its current phase the Program will place special emphasis on workshops arranged by its U.S. operator, the Kennan Institute; pursue joint research projects of international scope that will enable the CASEs to transcend the boundaries of “Russia-specific studies”; strengthen cooperation with European partners; and support projects aimed to improve university management and strategic planning.

5. Broadening the Scope of International Contacts of CASEs
For five years already (since 2001) the Program has participated in annual National Congresses of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS).

The American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies is a community of U.S. scholars specializing in Russian, Central Eurasian and East European Studies. Its annual congresses bring together more than 1,000 leading experts from all over the world. Participants present some of the most recent studies into social, economic, political and cultural transformations taking place in Russia as well as the countries of CIS, Central and Eastern Europe. 

In 2004, twelve Russian scholars took part in the Association’s 36th Annual Congress in Boston, Mass., and presented their projects at three joint round table sessions: 

· Round table session of the International Research and Exchange Board (IREX): “University Management Reform in Russia”. 

· Round table session of the Kennan Institute (Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars): “New Models of Development of Social Sciences and Humanities in Russian Universities”.

· Round table session of the Program on New Approaches to Russian Security (PONARS): “The Role of Scholarly Networks in Understanding Russian Regional Development: the Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE) Program and the Program on New Approaches to Russian Security (PONARS)”. 

In 2005, CASE representatives at the Association’s 37th Annual Congress in Salt Lake City, Utah prepared two round table sessions: 

· Russia in 2020: Views from the Provinces. 

· Globalization and International Cooperation in Higher Education: Russia – U.S. - Europe

Among other participating organizations who display their publications throughout the congress venue, the Program presents a wide range of books and papers every time issued by CASEs and the ISE-Center. These CASE publications always draw considerable attention.

6. CASEs’ Library Support
The Program emphasizes CASEs’ efforts to develop modern, “open access” academic libraries, to enable the use of state-of-the-art information facilities and research data not only by Program participants, university professors and students, but also by all scholars working in the region. 
At the current phase, in addition to accumulating collections of national and international publications, the Program will assist libraries in purchasing books by regional publishing houses; developing the inter-library exchange system; further building the CASE publications archive; and obtaining book donations from Russian and foreign donors.

7. “Centers for Advanced Studies and Education” Information System
The “Centers for Advanced Studies and Education” Information System is an Internet portal which consists of the central Web-site, www.iriss.ru, administered by the ISE-Center, and the nine synchronized regional web-sites of Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASEs).

The core content of the central website is made up of newslines summarizing news and events throughout the CASEs’ network, as well as those communicated by Program donors and partners. The central website also hosts databases of grantees, CASE libraries, the single resource bank of publications, and the sections dedicated to specialized ISE-Center projects.

Regional CASE websites offer both network-level and CASE-specific information (academic and educational news and events of regional relevance, detailed information on a particular CASE, description and results of projects under implementation, thematic databases, online libraries, etc.). The system as a whole, as well as each individual system participant, provides intellectual hosting services for research and educational projects, offering capabilities to launch regional or inter-regional Internet-conferences. Since 2003 the CASEs have implemented a number of special Web-based projects which were created anew and/or integrated with regional websites. For example, the Saratov CASE website provided intellectual hosting to the Internet project entitled “Empires: Comparative History”; the Irkutsk CASE maintains the resource catalogue “RESEARCHES.RU – the catalogue of socio-economic and humanities resources of the Siberian and Far East Federal Districts”; the Tomsk CASE maintains several databases on regional history and folklore, as well as the online journal “Humanities Informatics,” etc.

From the moment the central website of the CASE system was launched it identified more than 200,000 unique visitors. On average, about 9,000 visits per month were registered during the first few months of 2005. Daily visits have been on the rise, reaching an average of 380 in the fall of 2005. 

CASE Board of Trustees
A CASE Board of Trustees includes Rector of the host university and prominent representatives of the regional educational, academic and political communities (Rectors of educational institutions, staff members of institutes of the Russian Academy of Science, top regional officials, regional mass media managers, etc.).

The Board of Trustees meets at least twice a year to discuss the following range of issues:

· relations between the CASE and the host university;

· setting priorities for the CASE in the context of political, intellectual and cultural development of the region;

· CASE budget execution and setting budget priorities for the coming year;

· recommendations to the Program Board concerning changes to the Program format;

· coordinating additional fund raising efforts for the CASE;

· PR support for the CASE.
CASE Academic Board
The Academic Board of a CASE is made up of experts (representing both the host university and outside organizations) recognized by the professional community in the specific area of the CASE’s research activity. The CASE Academic Board functions include the following:

· discuss and approve specific study areas (modules) for CASE research activity;

· review plans for seminars, conferences and other CASE activities proposed by the CASE Academic Director;

· approve lists of publications that will be added to the CASE library;

· review and approve monographs, reports, conference materials and other publications of the particular CASE;

· give recommendations on possible participation of CASE representatives in various international events, visiting scholar programs and research projects.

CASE Program Board

1. Deana Arsenian, Carnegie Corporation of New York;

2. Lyudmila Verbitskaya, St. Petersburg  State University;

3. Mark Johnson, Colorado College;
4. Tatiana Zhdanova, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Moscow office;

5. Andrei Kortunov, ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education);

6. Mikhail Strikhanov, Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science;

7. Blair Ruble, Kennan Institute;

8. William Zimmerman, University of Michigan;
9. Alexander Chubarian, Institute of General History, Russian Academy of Science.
Expert Council

1. Alexander Chubarian, member of the Russian Academy of Science, Director of the Institute of General History (Russian Academy of Science);

2. Lorina Repina, Doctor of Science (History), Professor, Head of division, Institute of General History (Russian Academy of Science);

3. Vladimir Avtonomov, Doctor of Science (Economics), Correspondent Member of the Russian Academy of Science, Dean of Economics Department, State University – Higher School of Economics;

4. Marina Lebedeva, Doctor of Science (Political Science), Professor, Head of the World Political Processes Chair, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the MFA of Russia;

5. Galina Belaya, Doctor of Science (Philology), Professor, Director of the Institute of Philology and History (Russian State Humanitarian University); 

6. Nikita Pokrovsky, Doctor of Science (Sociology), Professor, Head of the General Sociology Chair, State University – Higher School of Economics;

7. Andrei Poletaev, Doctor of Science (Economics), Deputy Director of the Institute of Historic and Theoretical Studies in Humanities (State University – Higher School of Economics);

8. Alexander Gura, Doctor of Science (Philology), Professor, Institute of Slavic Studies;

9. Alexander Dobrokhotov, Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Professor, Head of the Cultural History Chair, Moscow State University.

CASEs and Individual Fellows of the Program

Competitions for individual and shared research grants held in 2001 through 2005 contributed in an important way to the development of Centers for Advanced Studies and Education. In addition to making the community of scholars aware of CASEs’ activities, they provided a clearer estimation of their research achievements within the context of Russian humanities progress.

Young scholar grants allowed hundreds of researchers from all of the Russian regions to implement their projects and be actively involved in conferences, seminars, international research travel programs and publications.

With due appreciation of the supported projects’ research outcomes, and given that the goals assigned to individual grants have largely been achieved, the Program at this stage is shifting its focus to institutional development of the CASEs’ network. The competition format will be modified in the near future.

Statistical Analysis of Individual and Shared Research Grants Competition in Social Sciences and Humanities

1. Statistics by Type of Supported Project 
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2. Age Qualification of Grantees
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3. Applicants Grouped by Gender
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4. Regional Distribution of Grantees 

Individual and Shared Research Grants Under the CASE Program (2004)

Fetisova, Yevgenia N.; Lidzar, Tatyana A.; Kozlova, Galina I. (Khabarovsk): “Hostess as a Shadow Economy Practice in Female Labor Migration from the Asian-Pacific Region (Khabarovsky Krai Case Study).”

Shabaev, Yury P.; Kovalyov, Viktor A. (Syktyvkar): “Ethno-political Aspects of Regional Transformations in Finno-Ugric Regions of the Russian Federation: the Crisis of Sovereignization and Ethnicity.”

Kovalyov, Sergei Y.; Blam, Inna Y. (Novosibirsk): “Public Health Reform in Russia: Social Outcomes of Commercialization.”

Varshavskaya, Yelena Y. (Kemerovo): “Overtime Employment as a Phenomenon of Russia’s Labor Market in 1990s.”

Fyodorov, Alexander V.; Chelysheva, Irina V.; Novikova, Anastasia A.; Karuna, Irina A. (Taganrog): “Media Literacy of Would-be Teachers as a Key Goal in Modernizing the Education Process in Russia.”

Gershkovich, Tamara B. (Yekaterinburg): “Tolerance to Ageing: History and Modernity.”

Basarghina, Yekaterina Y. (St. Petersburg): Russia’s Integration in Western European Academic Environment - de jure and de facto.”

Zabrovskaya, Larisa V.; Yarovenko, Yelena V.; Rolin, Alexei N. (Vladivostok, Moscow): “Russia’s Policy vis-a-vis North Korea: from Friendship to Pragmatism (1990s – Early 21st Century).”

Stepanov, Valery L.; Khristoforov, Igor A.; Minakov, Arkady Y., (Moscow, Lukhovitsy, Voronezh): “Government Policy and Society: Conservative Programs of Russia’s Economic Modernization (Second Quarter of 19th – early 20th cc.).”

Bachurina, Olga N. (St. Petersburg): “The Legacy of S. N. Prokopovich, His Place and Role in the Russian Diaspora Culture.”

Karabulatova, Irina S.; Yermakova, Yelena Y.; Zinnatullina, Gulyuza I. (Tyumen): “The Childhood Territory: Customs, Incantations, Averters of Peoples Inhabiting the Poly-Ethnic Region (Based on the Tyumen Case Study).”

Arkhipova, Yekaterina V. (Volgograd): “Establishment of the Caucasian Border: Objective Versus Subjective Factors.”

Titova, Tatyana  A. (Kazan): “The Dialogue of Cultures and Socio-Cultural Adaptation of Ethnic Minorities in a Modern Polyethnic Society.”

Mikhel, Dmitry V. (Saratov): “Blood Transfusion in the Context of Knowledge, Power and Morality: Social History of Biomedical Technologies in Russia, 1900-1940.”

Sainakov, Nikolai A. (Tomsk): “The Problem of Power and Morality in the Evolution of Russian Political Culture of 16th Century.”

Leontieva, Elvira O.; Matvienko, Irina G. (Khabarovsk): “Multi-Level Marketing: Sectarian Thinking in the Market Economy Environment of Modern Russia.”

Kurbatova, Margarita V.; Levin, Sergei N.; Aparina, Natalya F. (Kemerovo): “Institutional Model of Interaction Between Business and Local Government (Kemerovo Oblast Case Study).” 

Ivanenko, Galina S. (Chelyabinsk): “The Modeling of Linguistic Approach to Legal Actions Associated with Protection of Honor and Dignity.”

Rakachev, Vadim N. (Krasnodar): “The Phenomenon of National-Cultural Unities in the Krasnodarsky Krai: Sociological Analysis.”

Malinova, Olga Y. (Zelenograd): “Competing Interpretations of the ‘Nation’ Idea in the Debates on National Identity and Modernization Prospects in Russia (1840s-1850s).”

Lurye, Svetlana V.; Arakelyan, Flora A.; Sadovskaya, Olga N. (St. Petersburg): “New Russian Nationalism as a Socio-Cultural Project and Spontaneous Models of Ethnic Relationships.”

Artemyeva, Tatyana V.; Mikeshin, Mikhail I.; Bazhanov, Valentin A. (St. Petersburg, Ulyanovsk): “Reception of British Social Philosophy in Russia in 18th – 19th cc.”

Berezovich, Yelena L. (Yekaterinburg): “Onomastics and Dialectic Vocabulary of Russia’s North as a Source of Traditional Linguistic Worldview Reconstruction.”

Musaev, Vadim I. (St. Petersburg): Russian Diaspora in Finland: the Problem of Maintaining Identity and Cultural Traditions.”

Danilko, Yelena S. (Moscow): “Social Mechanisms Protecting Traditional Values (Case Study of the Old Believers Community in the city of Miass, Chelyabinsk Oblast).”

Yangulova, Liya V. (Kazan): “Psychiatry and State Power: the Formation of Psychiatric Examination Procedure, Based on the Kazan District Mental Hospital.”

Zaitsev, Dmitry V. (Saratov): “Tolerance and Integrated Education of Disabled Children: Sociological Analysis.”

Degtyaryova, Maria I. (Moscow): “ Joseph de Maistre and His Russian “Collocutors" (Experience in Philosophical Biography and Intellectual Ties in Russia).” 

Ryazantsev, Sergei V. (Moscow): “Russia Within a System of Global Migration Trends, and Modernization of Russia’s Migration Policy (Federal and Regional Aspects).”

Edokov, Alexei V. (Gorno-Altaisk): “Decorative and Applied Arts of the Traditional Cultures of Siberia.”

Semenova, Tatyana  O.; Gladkova, Yekaterina V.; Kuznetsova, Alisa Y. (St. Petersburg, Voronezh): “Lexicographic Conceptology, Theology and Mythopoetics of the Semantic Link ‘Tolerance – Peace’ (‘Tranquility’)."

Ivlev, Vitaly P. (St. Petersburg): “The Spheres, Boundaries and Functions of the ‘Zhid’ and ‘Khachik’ Concepts in Contemporary Socio-Cultural Situation (Comparative Analysis).”

Kormina, Zhanna V.; Shtyrkov, Sergei A.; Okasheva, Natalya Y. (St. Petersburg; Seltso town, Leningrad Oblast): “The Culture of Travel in Modern Russia: Between Tour and Pilgrimage.”

Razeyev, Danil N.; Koval, Oxana A.; Shipovalova, Lada V. (St. Petersburg): “German Phenomenology and its Reception in Russia.”

Veselova, Alexandrа Y. (St. Petersburg): “Russian Gardeners and Horticulturists of the Second Half of 18th Century: Aesthetics and Poetics.”

Konovalov, Alexander B. (Kemerovo): “The Formation and Functioning of the Bolshevik Party/CPSU Top Bureaucracy in the Regions of Siberia (1945-1991).”

Poletayev, Dmitry V.; Petrov, Yevgeny V.; Dementyeva, Svetlana V. (Moscow, St. Petersburg, Tomsk): “Adaptation of Immigrants in Russian Cities.”

Zaitsev, Igor N. (St. Petersburg): “The Place of Onthological Argument in the Concepts of L. Frank and E. Levinas.”

Vasiliev, Dmitry V.; Alexeyev, Igor L.; Neflyasheva, Naima A. (Korolev, Moscow, Maikop): “Islamic Institutions in the System of Moslem Population Management in the Russian Empire of 19th – Early 20th cc. Volga Region, North-Western Caucasus, Middle Asia: Regional Dynamics.”

Dubrovsky, Dmitry V.; Mikhailova, Tatyana V.; Kalashnikova, Marina V. (St. Petersburg): Beyond the Boundaries of Tolerance: Ethnic Problems in Higher Education.”

Khromova, Anastasia V. (Gatchina, Leningrad Oblast): “Invention of the New Year Ritualistic Tradition in the Soviet and Post-Soviet Period (from Children’s Matinees of 1930-50s to the ‘Veliky Ustyug, Grandfather Frost’s Native Town’ Project of 1990s).”

Pashina, Olga A.; Nikitina, Inessa A.; Latysheva, Svetlana A. (Moscow, Podolsk): “Russian Popular Culture in 20th Century: Mechanisms of Adaptation.”

Usacheva, Veronica V.; Khalturina, Daria A.; Saprokhina, Galina I.; Gurevich, Yelena L. (Tambov, Moscow, Mytishchi): “Inter-Cultural Adaptation in a Russian Megalopolis: the Socio-Cultural Aspect.”

Orlova, Galina A. (Rostov-on-Don): “Mastering the Space: Physical Geography as an Ideological Resource of the Soviet State.”

Gulevich, Olga A. (Moscow): “Communication in Jury Trial.”

Solodyankina, Olga Y. (Cherepovets): “Inter-Cultural Dialogue in the Implementation of Services of Foreign Bonnes and Governesses in Russia.”

Korzun, Valentina P.; Ghering, Angelina G.; Matveyeva, Natalya V.; Mamontova, Marina A. (Omsk): Historical Science, Historians and Power in the Russian Regional Space: Siberia, 20th Century.”

Kazakov, Roman B.; Rumyantseva, Marina F.; Malovichko, Sergei I. (Moscow, Stavropol): “New Local History.”

Lyubzhin, Alexei I. (Moscow): “Rossiada and the European Epical Tradition.”

Ketko, Sergei M.; Ovchinnikov, Mikhail V.; Lazareva, Natalya E. (Chelyabinsk): “Socio-Cultural Transformations in a Child’s Mind, Determined by the Motivational Function of Commercials.”

Shmelev, Alexei D.; Zalisnyak, Anna A.; Levontina, Irina B. (Moscow): “Understanding the Key Ideas of Linguistic Worldview as a Shaping Factor of Tolerance.”

Ryzhova, Natalya P.; Dyatlova, Yelena V. (Blagoveshchensk, Moscow): “Chinese Entrepreneurship in Russia: Socio-Economic and Socio-Psychological Analysis.”

Romanenko, Yury M.; Nikonenko, Sergei V.; Chulkov, Oleg A.; Sotnikov, Anton O.; Taran, Roman A. (St. Petersburg): “Comparative Analysis of Imaginative Attitudes in Cultural Traditions.”

Dushin, Oleg E. (St. Petersburg): “Confession and Conscience: the Making of Moral Self-Control Procedures in Western European Culture at the Turn of Époques (13th – 16th cc.).”

Perekhvalskaya, Yelena V.; Baranova, Vlada V.; Viktorova, Ksenia V.; Maslinsky, Kirill A. (St. Petersburg): “Native Peoples of the Far East in the Post-Soviet Period.”

Kostyukovsky, Yakov V.; Golbert, Valentin V.; Prokopiev, Vadim N. (St. Petersburg, Chita): “Expansion of Non-Corruptive Channels of Business-Government Interaction in Russia.”

Anoshko, Oxana M. (Tyumen): “Modeling of the Barkhatovsky Population Living Environment of Late Bronze Age in the Forest-Steppe Transurals.”
Rezanova, Zoya I.; Mishankina, Natalya A. (Tomsk): “Mechanisms for Linguistic Modeling of Virtual Reality (Based on Web Chat Forum Materials).”

Kazakov, Alexei A.; Petrov, Arkady V.; Kirsanov, Nikita O. (Tomsk, Seversk): “Classical Literature in the System of Shaping Factors of Modern Cultural-Historic Mind (Based on the Socio-Cultural Working of Classical Russian Prose of 19th Century: Nikolai Gogol, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Leo Tolstoy).”

Dubovik, Valeria V. (Tyumen): “False Royalty as a Policultural Dialogue: Usurper Timofei Akindinov (Pseudo-Shuisky II)”.

Shumilova, Yelena A.; Khojaeva, Yekaterina A. (Kazan): “Specificities of the Idea of Tolerance in Modern Religious Discourse.”

Nozhenko, Maria V.; Belokurova, Yelena V.; Yargomskaya, Natalya B. (St. Petersburg): “Regional Identity in the Vicinity to EU (Republic of Karelia, Kaliningrad Oblast).”

Klyaus, Vladimir L.; Supryaga, Svetlana V.; Penkovskaya, Ulyana A. (Moscow, Kursk, Pervouralsk): “Poetic Folklore of Aboriginal Russian Population of Transbaikalia and Russkoye Ustye as Historical and Cultural Heritage in a Dialogue with Other Ethnic Cultures.”

Roghinskaya, Olga O. (Saltykovka town): “’Personal Experience’ and ‘Personal  Opinion’ as Principal Cultural Values: Strategies of Autobiographism in Modern Russian Theater.”

Dyakova, Tamara A. (Voronezh): “The Phenomenon of Russian World Perception Through Landscape in the Context of European Culture.”

Zinurov, Albert M.; Tuzikov, Andrei R.; Zinurova, Raushania I.; Pantina, Lyudmila A.; Alexeyev, Sergei A. (Kazan): “Regional Specifics of Youth Extremism in National Republics.”

Shalina, Irina A. (St. Petersburg): “Pictorial Art of Ancient Tikhvin: Problems of History and Development, Traditions of the Arts Center.”

Tumanik, Yekaterina N. (Novosibirsk): “Transformation of Emmanuil Svedenborg’s Religious-Ethical Philosophy in Russian Public Mind of 19th Century: Decembrist Alexander Muravyov and the Shakhnovsky Family.” 

Remnyov, Anatoly V.; Bobrovnikov, Vladimir O.; Abashin, Sergei N.; Nikitin, Mikhail D. (Omsk, Moscow, Saratov): “Russian Imperial Orientalism of the Second Half of 19th – Early 20th cc.”

Mekhonoshin, Konstantin A.; Kalyuzhnov, Nikita V. (Irkutsk): “Organizational Culture of Irkutsk Firms in Light of Modern Trends in Institutional Development.”

Alexeyeva, Anastasia Y. (Novosibirsk): “Trust in the Socio-Cultural Space of Post-Soviet Russia.”

Alexeyeva, Svetlana I.; Gorokhova, Rimma I. (Yoshkar-Ola): “Social, Ethnic and Personal Aspects of Suicidal Activity of Mariy El Republic’s Population.” 

Kotlova, Tatyana  B.; Dobrynina, Anna M.; Yakovleva, Irina I. (Ivanovo): “The New Type of Russian Woman Viewed through the Prism of Value Dimensions: Historic Aspect.”

Yurchenkov, Valery A. (Saransk): “Mordovian Ethnos within the Russian Imperial Societal Structure: 18th – Early 20th cc.”

Kuznetsova, Olga B. (Yaroslavl): “Yaroslavl-Style Icon Painting in the Cultural and Historic Context of 2nd Half of 18th Century.” 

Shcherbak, Andrei N.; Fyodorov, Kirill G.; Bulanin, Nikita D. (St. Petersburg): “The Role of Large Corporations in Regional Modernization.”

Kudriavtseva, Maria O.; Malkevich, Tatyana Y. (St. Petersburg, Irkutsk): “Between Russia, Mongolia and China: Mongolian ‘Shuttler Traders’ in Russia’s Border Areas.”

Filyushkin, Alexander I. (St. Petersburg): “Livonian War through the Eyes of Contemporaries and Descendants.”

Milyaeva, Larisa G. (Biysk, Altaisky Krai): “Marketing Research of Educational Services Market in Provincial Cities (Higher Vocational Training Institutions Case Study)”.

Kolomak, Yevgenia A. (Novosibirsk): “Managing Competitive Environment at Sub-federal Level in Russia: Trends, Results, Effectiveness”.

Tyapkina, Olga A. (Barnaul): “Small City Inhabitants’ Mentality in the Context of Modernization Processes (Based on Case Study of the Western Siberian Region in Second Half of 19th – Early 20th cc.).”

Kuteinikov, Alexander Y.: Shakh, Mikhail; Grigorieva, Yulia G. (St. Petersburg, Moscow): “Legal Regulation of International Relations Within APR: the Contribution of Multilateral Associations of States.”

CASEs 
Geography and Thematic Focus

Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Immanuel Kant State University of Russia

Russia and Europe: Past, Present and Future

Academic Director: Andrei Klemeshev,
Rector of the Immanuel Kant State University of Russia, Candidate of Science (History), Associate Professor.


Administrative Director: Valentin Korneyevets,
Vice-Rector, head of the Social Service and Tourism Chair, Candidate of Science (History), Associate Professor.

Coordinator: Igor Zhukovsky

Postal Address:

14, A. Nevskogo St., Office 103,

Kaliningrad, RF, 236041
Phone/Fax: (0112) 53-82-81/ 46-58-13 
joukovski@admin.albertina.ru
www.baltic.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation
1. The Baltic Region as a Pole of Economic Integration Between Russia’s North-West and the EU - a joint project with the Institute of World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO), Russian Academy of Science (RAS).

2. Kaliningrad Region Within the Context  of Russian and European Modernization – a joint project with the Institute of Strategic Assessment.

3. Monitoring of the Training System Against Labor Market Needs in the Regions – a network project by the RAS Institute of Sociology, and the Baltic, Novgorod, Rostov, Ural and Far East CASEs.

4. A Comparative View of Kant’s Philosophy. Study Into Modern Significance of Philosophy of Immanuel Kant: Reconstruction, Development, Perception.

5. Social Identity Problems Faced by Residents of Europe’s Regions Within the Emergent Single Economic, Cultural and Educational Space.

6. The Russian Baltic: Cross-Border Cooperation and Migration.

7. Countries of the Baltic Region Within the Single European Education Space, in the Context of Globalization.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Voronezh State University

Dialogue and Continuity of Cultures in Contemporary Society

Academic Director: Alexander Kravets,
Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Professor, Head of the Systematic Philosophy Chair 


Administrative Director: Vladimir Titov, 
Candidate of Science (Philology), Vice-Rector, Associate Professor 

Coordinator: Yelena Ishchenko, 
Candidate of Science (Philosophy), Associate Professor

Postal Address:
1, Universitetskaya Ploshchad, 

Voronezh, RF, 394693 
Phone: (0732) 55-66-00
Fax: (0732) 51-98-86, 79-37-55
office@case.vsu.ru  
http://www.voronezh.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation
1. Dialogue of Cultures and Civilizations – a network project by the Institute of General History (RAS), the Saratov, Voronezh, Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
2. History and Philosophy of Science as an Object of Cross-disciplinary Studies – a joint project with the Moscow Lomonosov State University.
3. A Study into Efficiency Criteria and Quality of Higher Education in Russia – a joint project with the Novgorod CASE. 
4. Conflicts and Stability Under the Transformation of Post-socialist Social Systems.

5. Mutual Understanding in Inter-cultural Communication: Success Strategies and Risk Factors.

6. Developing Theoretic Background for Strategic Planning of the Region’s Social and Economic Development Under Globalization.

7. Conservative and Liberal/Reformist Trends in Domestic Policy of the Russian Empire (late 18th – 1st half of 20th cc.): Attempt at Historic Reconstruction.
8. Transboundary Cooperation Between Russian and Ukrainian Regions Within the Context of European Integration.
V. Fedotova, 
Voronezh CASE Supervisor
CASE and the Research Community’s Civil Status 
Russia is in the process of adopting international education standards. This process is aimed to establish a universal system of education, which will both preserve the positive trends in Russia’s higher education and share the achievements of global science. This process can develop from the principle of “glocalization” (a term embracing the notions of “global” and “local”), as defined by the British sociologist R. Robertson. This is similar to Zymunt Bauman’s idea of “thinking globally, acting locally”. Through their activities, the ISE-Center and the network of CASEs apply this principle in university-based research.


At the onset of democratic reform in 1990s young Russian scholars were discovering for themselves new subjects, themes and methodologies that went beyond the boundaries of Marxist ideology and Marxist worldview.


The ISE-Center’s current focus is to develop a paradigm of national scientific research that would be open to, and interesting for, the rest of the world. The goal is to make sure that Russian social sciences and humanities form an integral part of global science, and that Russian authors’ works appear regularly in international academic journals.

This new, inter-disciplinary approach in CASE studies is key to bringing together scholars in different fields of science for debate and collaborative research; it also provides a methodology for interpreting various aspects of the same object of study. 

Adopting an inter-disciplinary approach means shifting the focus from discipline- or subject-specific research and education to a more relevant problem-based pattern introduced by many universities internationally. One example is the program of studies at Stanford University initiated by the prominent sociologist I. Wallerstein who believes that traditional segregation of science by discipline is outdated.


ISE-Center is the only organization effectively supporting inter-regional cooperation in the areas of research and education. There are multiple projects to set up an education system based on subordination, with major universities supervising the smaller ones. This strategy, however, takes no account of the potential for creative variety, when a small university is hosting an outstanding scholar or research team. ISE-Center provides an institutional environment for creative diversity in both research and education, and helps develop new communities of scholars that straddle the formal boundaries of individual universities. ISE-Center efforts resulted in a surge of academic activity in regions, publication of locally produced papers in national journals, and a more vibrant collaboration between research centers and universities. ISE-Center encourages sprouts of civil society in the realm of science, helping scholars self-organize and encouraging initiatives within the Russian academic community. This became possible because through their projects, the ISE-Center and the CASEs support local initiatives and contribute to eliminating red-tape. ISE-Center helps identify additional funding for Russian research projects, which is another proof that scholars are becoming part of civil society.
Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Far East State University

Russia and the Asian Pacific Region: Comprehensive Security, Conflicts and Cooperation in the 21st  Century

Academic Director: Vladimir Kurilov,
Doctor of Science (Law), Professor, Rector of the Far East State University

Administrative Director: Boris Reznik,
Doctor of Science (Physics and Mathematics), Professor, Vice-Rector

Coordinator: Anna Khamatova, 
Candidate of Science (Philology), Professor

Postal Address:
8, Sukhanova st., Vladivostok, RF, 690600, 
feiiss@misc.dvgu.ru
http://www.far-east.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Monitoring of the Training System Against Labor Market Needs in the Regions – a network project by the RAS Institute of Sociology, and the Baltic, Novgorod, Rostov, Ural and Far East CASEs.

2. Ethno-social Structure of Siberian and Far East Nomads in Historic Retrospective - a joint project with the Irkutsk CASE.

3. Challenges of the 21st Century and Security Policy in APR: a View from Russia and U.S.A.
4. Contemporary Russian Far East Oriental Studies and Its Role in Building a Communicative Environment in Pacific Asia Under Globalization and Regionalization.
5. The Russian Language in APR Countries: Developing Mutual Understanding and Cooperation.
6. Russia and APR in the 21st Century: Legal Framework for Security within the Context of Legal Traditions and Legal Cultures.
7. Review of Competitive Position of Far East Higher Education Institutions on the International Education Market.
V. Mikheyev,

Far East CASE Supervisor 
Far East CASE, Development Prospects

The offer to act as Supervisor of the CASE hosted by the Far East State University (FESU) was to me both a great honor and an intellectual challenge. Being thus entrusted by ISE-Center I anticipate new opportunities for direct encounters with my colleagues at FESU, a university whose reputation extends well beyond the borders of Russia, so as to benefit from their rich experience as scholars and professors, and share views on the most topical issues of social and economic development and international affairs within the Asian-Pacific Region.


The dynamism and controversy of social and political processes currently taking place in this vast and still quite “troublesome” region in the age of globalization, raise a great variety of urgent issues which pose an intellectual challenge to the colleagues at Far East CASE. In-depth knowledge of the issues will lay the foundation for an informed analysis of problems and prospects of Russia’s interaction (in particular through its Eastern regions) with East Asia countries from the national interests perspective, and must underlie any attempt to develop recommendations for a practical course of action.


Priority should be given to fundamental study of the emergent system of international relations in East Asia, in terms of their dynamics, key trends, moving forces, anticipated nature and structural forms. As part of the overall effort to establish a polycentric, multi-field and multilevel international relations system within the region, it is important to examine the changeable nature and configuration of relationships among the four major players in the region, namely, U.S.A, China, Russia and Japan; as well as the new role of China, both in the regional and global context, as a country making substantial economic progress  under globalization. 

With regard to security matters, the focus should be on those problems and challenges which are either new or have recently grown in importance - primarily international terrorism which is closely related to the frequently debated problems of poverty and social and economic backwardness. At the same time, the long-standing issues such as disarmament, arms control, non-proliferation of nuclear and other mass destruction weapons, must not be ignored. It is also advisable to examine the objective prerequisites for and restrictions to the implementation of the security concept based on co-development.


Given the dynamic economic growth of APR countries which enabled them to effectively overcome the aftermaths of the 1997-1998 crisis, the ongoing development of their productive forces, and regionalization of their international trade, one can expect that integration processes within the region will continue and go even deeper, APEC being the ultimate organizational framework for such integration.
At the sub-regional level, one recent trend (largely initiated by China) is the emergence of several new regional organizations such as ASEAN +3 (China, Japan, South Korea), East Asia Forum (China, Japan, South Korea), and others. Countries seem more eager to sign bilateral free trade agreements.

These processes are significant because they will have a major impact on the balance of forces and the overall pattern of economic and political relationships within the region. It is thus necessary for those countries – including Russia – whose interests lie in Pacific Asia to carefully regard the consequences in shaping their foreign policies.
Despite the challenges which remain to be addressed, given Russia’s economic advancement, domestic stabilization and reform progress, one can expect the country and its eastern parts to integrate more readily with APR, and North-East Asia in particular. 


A study into Russia’s policy vis-à-vis APR countries, especially as regards economic relationships, needs to take into account its unique historic experience as a Eurasian state which is located – geopolitically as well as geoeconomically – both in Europe and in Asia. Russia cannot ignore this natural unity of its two development vectors. Seeing Russia as part of Eurasia provides the necessary methodology for a geoeconomically-balanced development strategy.


There is yet another “duality” which must be considered when defining Russia’s role in APR, namely, the double-tier structure of its economy. This means, first, that Russia should find its proper place in the global economy as a single entity; and second, that Russia must be viewed through the prism of its key geoeconomic constituents, including the Far East. 


This two-dimensional approach helps make an accurate conclusion about the position of Russia with respect to APR, both as a global economy and as a regional economy with APR orientation. In other words, the most reasonable policy for Russia in APR is one that would provide a regional interpretation of the nation’s global interests while at the same time putting the interests of RF constituent parts, primarily those of the Far East, into a global perspective.


One obvious example of multilateral cooperation within North-East Asia is joint development of oil and gas fields of Eastern Siberia and the Far East. This cooperation, initiated by Russia, would strengthen its global position, in particular, through the strengthening of regional positions, as Russia’s eastern regions become increasingly involved in international energy projects.


Substantial work has been performed as part of the FESU CASE. A large international conference, “Asian Pacific Realities, Prospects, and Projects: 21st Century,” in 2002 was an energetic start to its operation. Another important international conference the same year was dedicated to the prospects of linking together the Trans-Siberian and Trans-Korean railways. Collections of conference materials were published shortly afterwards. Cooperation established with the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (Honolulu, U.S.A.) is expected to produce a joint compilation of works on new approaches to regional security.


Indeed, we have to meet a high standard of quality in our research work. Our academic and institutional capacity will make it possible.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Irkutsk State University

Siberia in Russia and in the World: Challenges to Development Strategies

Academic Director: Gennady Novikov,
Doctor of Science (History), Professor
Administrative Director: Nikolai Potorochenko, 
Candidate of Science (Physics and Mathematics), Senior Research Fellow 

Coordinator: Dmitry Kozlov, 

Candidate of Science (History)

Postal Address:

Irkutsk State University, 

1, K. Marxa st., Irkutsk, RF, 664003, 
mimo@hist.isu.ru
http://www.irkutsk.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Review of Competitive Position of Ural and Siberian Higher Education Institutions on the International Education Market – a joint project with the Ural CASE. 

2. Ethno-social Structure of Siberian and Far East Nomads in Historic Retrospective - a joint project with the Far East CASE.

3. Developing a Geopolitical (Geostrategic and Geoeconomic) Map of the Baikal Region Using GIS Technology.

4. Peoples and Cultures of Northern Asia. Interaction and Hybridization as the Factors of Genesis and Evolution. 

5. The Impact of External Migration on the Social and Economic Development of Eastern Siberia.

6. Orthodox Christianity and Other Confessions of Siberian Peoples in the Empire’s Regional Policy of 18th – Early 20th cc. (based on Eastern Siberia documents).
7. Ethnic and Migratory Processes in the Development Dynamics of Siberian Society.

8. Regional Development Model of Siberian Legal System.

9. Russia and the East: a View from Siberia.

10. National Security Issues Within the Context of Eastern Siberia Regional Development.

11. Sources of Mongolian Statehood: Genghis Khan and His Time.

12. Siberia: a View from Within and from Outside.

A. Kamensky, 
Irkutsk CASE Supervisor
Inter-disciplinary Approach and History Studies in the Context of Knowledge Transformation in Humanities
The complexity of processes which have taken place in the modern world of humanities and have been a subject of heated debate over the past few years essentially boils down to dismantling the traditional pattern of knowledge and disciplines that emerged centuries ago. 
We do not know right now where this transformation will end up – whether the humanities will assume a new structure, with a new set of disciplines, or evolve into a kind of a “meta-science” with nothing more than subject areas distinguishable within. Neither do we know how long this process will take – 10 or 50 years. Still we need to understand its true nature and become involved in it, if only to avoid lagging behind once again. The more so that this process is part of the overall transformation of the world, encompassing globalization and the modification of worldviews and values.       

In this respect the concept of inter-disciplinarity is highly relevant. It was adopted by Russian scholars over the past 10 to 15 years. Nowadays no research in humanities can produce quality results if based on methods and knowledge of only one academic discipline. This axiom which needs no proof is universally accepted; nobody seems to be challenging it.. One has to recognize however that the inter-disciplinary approach is not easily applicable in practice and is often interpreted in a simplistic way. 

The need for what we refer to as “inter-disciplinarity” became obvious in the second half of 20th century. As the focus of humanities studies shifted to the Human Being, or better to say as this idea grew in popularity, it became clear that no single discipline can provide all the answers and that disciplines need to interplay. 

Meanwhile researchers had to deal with a number of pressing issues and new phenomena which they found impossible to study using discipline-specific data. There can be no meaningful inquiry into such phenomenon as nationalism, which played a crucial role in 20th century world history and is still relevant in the new millennium, unless there is joint effort by historians, ethnologists, sociologists, philosophers and many other specialists. 

Convergence among disciplines is accompanied by a search for common language, and it is no coincidence that over recent decades, concepts such as culture or identity have been increasingly used as “bridges” between professionals in various fields of humanities. But even these linkages turn out to be less reliable than expected. Some recent literature points to the fact that the broader interpretation of these concepts as applied to different fields of humanities eventually leads to erosion of their meaning.

Anthropology is another “bridge term” although of a somewhat different nature. Here again the same process is taking place resulting in the emergence of Cultural Anthropology, Historic Anthropology, Social Anthropology, Political Anthropology, Philosophical Anthropology, even Visual Anthropology. Behind this diversification there is an attempt to build a synthetic humanities discipline, which corresponds to the overall trend in the evolution of humanities.
With the emergence of new, “inter-disciplinary” disciplines, the future of both the old structure of humanities knowledge and the traditional disciplines is doubtful. The typical scholar will assume new features. “Encyclopedism” in the 21st century will probably mean having a variety of theoretical, methodological and practical skills, learned from both old and new disciplines, with extensive specialization in a particular area of humanities such as Social Mobility, Ethnic Conflict, Gender Studies or History of Everyday Life (no longer referred to as “History” or “Philology”). 


Then what are the challenges faced by Russian historians? Leaving aside the issue of historic knowledge verification, one notable trend is a change in perception of history and historical knowledge by the Russian society, the impact of Post-modernism being just one of the factors behind this change. In my opinion, the criterion of scientific validity – which is closely related to the concept of historical source – does apply to history. Indeed, given the particular nature of national history sources, it is the Russian historical science that was most successful in allowing the historian to stand on a solid ground. This is why history in Russia can rely upon a certain margin of strength; it also has an important intellectual asset that we can invest in the emerging disciplines or inter-disciplinary areas. We need to make sure that application of proven professional methods of handling historic material is accepted as a precondition for using such material. 


In order to remain valid any contemporary study in humanities has to be multi-disciplinary rather than purely historic, philological, etc. It seems that the future is in teamwork, and not in individual research. This is where the CASEs can play a potentially significant role. 

Essentially, CASEs represent a model for science-education integration which will eventually become widespread and even indispensable. If that is true, CASEs should likewise be leaders in the process of humanities transformation. New patterns for research project development must be designed as part of CASE activities. Today CASE projects are normally tailored for particular scholars, each with their own research preferences and record. On the other hand, it is quite natural and acceptable that visiting scholars request funding for their own projects which correspond to their professional interests. The key idea is that the “Centers for Advanced Studies and Education” Program opens up substantial opportunities for experiment. Studies with traditional region- or university-specific focus should give way to projects that stem from genuine research needs. This implies the need to establish research teams which could come up with a project based on a prior status quo analysis of a given field of knowledge, and then recruit and nurture specialists for the particular project. Such projects could involve research teams as well as individual scholars. Being truly innovative, projects of this type will inevitably synthesize multiple disciplines. In this case inter-disciplinarity will no longer be imposed but will emerge naturally, providing a field for cooperation among researchers with different specialization. Working together on the projects they will develop a new language shared by all scholars.


The outcomes of such projects will help identify those professional skills which will become standard for scholars in the near future and, in particular, those subjects and thematic areas which they will need to learn. Projects in question will thus play a crucial role in shaping a new model of education in humanities, including History, which appears especially relevant in terms of Russia’s accession to the Bologna process.


Finally, scholars representing various disciplines will be accumulating valuable experience as they work in joint projects and search for a common descriptive language. This experience could be subject to extensive debate both within the CASEs and within the academic/university community in general.           
Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Novgorod State University

State, Society and Individual in the Context of Russian Culture: the Dimension of Values

Academic Director: Sergei Devyatkin,
Candidate of Science (Philosophy), Associate Professor, Head of the Philosophical Anthropology Chair.

Administrative Director: Valentina Grokhotova,
Candidate of Science (History), Associate Professor at the State Law Chair of the Law Department, Novgorod State University 

Coordinator: Yelena Gorbacheva

Postal Address:

Humanities Institute, Novgorod State University, Novgorod Center for Advanced Studies and Education, Antonovo, Novgorod-the-Great, RF, 173014 
Phone: (816-2) 62-65-74
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Projects Under Implementation

1. Dialogue of Cultures and Civilizations – a network project by the Institute of General History (RAS), the Saratov, Voronezh, Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
2. Civil and Ethnic Identities: Integration Problems of Russian Society – a network project by the Institute of Sociology (RAS), the Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
3. Regional Culture in the Ever-Changing World: Local and Global Dimensions – a network project by the Russian State Humanitarian University, the Novgorod, Rostov, and Tomsk CASEs. 
4. Monitoring of the Training System Against Labor Market Needs in the Regions – a network project by the RAS Institute of Sociology, and the Baltic, Novgorod, Rostov, Ural and Far East CASEs.

5. The Impact of Competence-Based Approach on the Transformation of Educational Practices of a Modern University – a joint project with the Tomsk CASE. 
6. The Archaeology of Values and the Value of Archaeology in the Context of Trans-European Linkages.

7. Novgorod the Great at the Turn of Époques. Region Under Political Crisis. Between Moscow and Stockholm.

8. Openness in Education as a Factor of Russia-Europe Rapprochement Under Globalization

9. Success Strategies: Russian and European Reference Points

10. Cultural Heritage of the Medieval Novgorod and the Novgorod Land. The Problem of Correlating Pan-European and Russian Features.

11. Evolution of Russia’s Political and Legal Culture: Regional Specifics and Impact of the European Factor.

Ye. Shestopal,
Novgorod CASE Supervisor
New Organizational Opportunities for Academic Research Within CASEs

 Throughout the years of their existence CASEs have accumulated certain experience which is quite new to Russian universities, and that is bringing together research and education. In fact, they were initially intended to represent a new institutional type of university-based research. One caveat is needed: the following is based on my own limited experience with two of the CASEs, those of Novgorod and Saratov. These CASEs are as different as their host universities but they often face similar problems pertaining to organization of research.

The main challenge is inertia typical of the whole national system of higher education. In Russian universities, and especially within their humanities departments, research is often viewed as extra burden almost never compensated. This attitude is still common as much among rank-and-file professors as among university leaders.
Another important issue is that research efforts underway in Russia in the social science field are somewhat isolated from international mainstream academic schools. On top of that, scholars in provincial universities tend to work without any coordination with leading research centers in capital cities.
Following from this are two steps which are necessary to reorganize regional university-based research through CASEs. The first one was to make sure that scholars at CASEs (both university staff and grantees from other cities) get familiarized with recent achievements of national (Moscow and St. Petersburg) and international research centers. This goal is being attained by providing university libraries with most recent literature, creating CASE websites, and supporting professional mobility which allows regional scholars to benefit from the flow of most recent studies relevant to CASE thematic focus. The Moscow and St. Petersburg  Resource Centers play a crucial role in this process.
It appears however that this stage of CASEs development has been largely completed – that is, the infrastructure which provides CASE scholars access to central and international research mainstream is already in place. This potential is, of course, far from being exhausted, and much more remains to do in order to identify the relevant partner universities and maximize the capabilities of Resource Centers. But in general, practically all the CASEs have learned how to put those resources and capabilities to use.

The second stage in the process is to develop research efforts jointly with multiple partners, from the universities of Moscow and St. Petersburg  to foreign research centers. Grantees working at several new CASEs can be a valuable resource for modernization of CASE research. There are many obstacles to that, including poor language skills which prevent many regional scholars from advantage of the available potential. A special language course for leading CASE scholars might be relevant.

As a separate task I would recommend setting up research teams that would include both mature scholars as well as university and graduate students.

And, last but not least, as the CASEs complete their evolution as research entities it seems advisable to revisit their work plans. Now that the CASEs have matured enough, their thematic focus should be adjusted, perhaps with the emphasis on studies of major theoretical and practical importance that will move CASEs to a new level of proficiency.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Rostov State University

Russia’s Modernization Problems

Academic Director: Margarita Zakovorotnaya,
Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Professor 


Administrative Director: Anatoly Narezhny, 
Vice-Rector of the Rostov State University, Doctor of Science (History), Professor

Coordinator: Sergei Borodin,
Candidate of Science (History), Associate Professor

Postal Address:
105, B. Sadovaya st., Rostov-on-Don, RF, 344006, 
Rostov State University, Center for Advanced Studies and Education 

zmv@philos.rsu.ru
http://www.rostov.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Regional Culture in the Ever-Changing World: Local and Global Dimensions – a network project by the Russian State Humanitarian University, the Novgorod, Rostov, and Tomsk CASEs.
2. Monitoring of the Training System Against Labor Market Needs in the Regions – a network project by the RAS Institute of Sociology, and the Baltic, Novgorod, Rostov, Ural and Far East CASEs.

3. Theoretic and Methodological Basis for Studying National Modernization in the Context of Russia-EU Partnership – a joint project with the Association for International Studies.

4. Modernization of Regional and Institutional Structure of Russian Economy: Concept, Monitoring, Mechanisms and Implementation Techniques.

5. Ethnoeconomics in the Modernization Paradigm of National Economy Development: Sustainability Sources and Adaptability Reserves.

6. Utopia Within the Context of Modernization: Comparative Analysis of Historic Experience (Russia and Latin America).
7. Russia: Tradition and Modernization, Orthodox Christianity and Liberalism (the Problem of Civilization Modernity, Complementarity and Intra-cultural Dialogue).
8. Modernization of the Public Policy System in the Russian Federation (Constitutional and Legal Aspects).
9. Intelligentsia and Universities in Russia (19th – 20th cc.): the Becoming, the Social Importance, and the Prospects.
Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Saratov State University

Phenomenology of Power in Russia: State, Society, and Individual Destiny (Russian and International Experience)

Academic Director: Velikhan Mirzekhanov, Doctor of Science (History)
Dean of History Department, Saratov State University


Administrative Director: Oleg Abakumov,
Candidate of Science (History), Associate Professor

Coordinator: Kirill Zakharov, 
Candidate of Science (Philology)
Postal Address:

83, Astrakhanskaya st. (block 5), Saratov, RU, 410012, Office 14.
Phone/Fax: (845-2) 52-30-63, 27-13-26. 
mion@info.sgu.ru
http://www.saratov.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Dialogue of Cultures and Civilizations – a network project by the Institute of General History (Russian Academy of Science), the Saratov, Voronezh, Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
2. The Shaping of Labor and Education Services Markets: Mismatch Analysis and Growth Potential Estimation – a joint project with the Tomsk CASE.
3. The Problem of Power Perception Within the Context of Identity – a joint project with the Moscow State University. 

4. The Historian and the Authorities in the 20th Century: State, Society, Individual Destiny – a joint project with the St. Petersburg  Institute of History (Russian Academy of Science).
5. Political Institutions and the Practices of Post-Communist Society: Sustainability Potential of the Traditional Power Model – a joint project with grantees under the CASE Program.
6. Culture and Power in the Cold War Period: the Soviet Union and the U.S.A. in 1950-1960.

7. Diversity of Religious Experience and the Problems of Sacralization/Desacralization of Power in the Christian and Moslem Worlds (Experiences of Russia and Europe).
8. Power and Social Stratification Processes in the Region.
9. Development of a Multi-party System as a Shaping Factor of Civil Society in Russia.
10. Power and Mass Media Language: Text – Censorship – Audience.
11. Neo-Kantianism and Power.
Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Tomsk State University

Eurasian Frontier: Inter-Cultural Community and Communication System
Academic Director: Vasily Zinoviev,
Doctor of Science (History), Professor, Dean of the History Department, Tomsk State University, Head of the National History Chair
Administrative Director: Eduard Chernyak,
Doctor of Science (History), Professor, Head of the Museology Chair 
 
Coordinator:  Yevgeny Troitsky, 

Candidate of Science (History) 


Postal Address:
36, Pr. Lenina, Tomsk, RF, 634050, 
Phone: (3822) 42-61-18
факс: (3822) 42-61-18
mion@lib.tsu.ru
http://www.tomsk.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Regional Culture in the Ever-Changing World: Local and Global Dimensions – a network project by the Russian State Humanitarian University, the Novgorod, Rostov, and Tomsk CASEs.
2. The Impact of Competence-Based Approach on the Transformation of Educational Practices of a Modern University – a joint project with the Novgorod CASE. 
3. The Shaping of Labor and Education Services Markets: Mismatch Analysis and Growth Potential Estimation – a joint project with the Tomsk CASE.
4. Classical University and the Development of Innovative Processes in Education, Science and Society: History and Modernity (Regional Aspects).
5. Central Eurasia and Western Siberia: the Nature and Prospects of Interaction.
6. The Individual and Society at the Eurasian Frontier: Evolution of Environment and Mentality.
7. The Culture of Northern Eurasia as a Form of Communication.
8. Eurasian Cultural Dialogue Within the Communicative Space of Language and Text.
9. Siberia in the Context of Cross-cultural, Multi-disciplinary Analysis of Modernization Processes.
A. Yurevich,

Tomsk CASE Supervisor

Thematic Focus of Visiting Scholars’ Research 
in the Context of Globalization of Russian Science

Globalization has recently become one of the key topics of research in Russian social sciences and humanities, commanding a large share of studies, conferences and published works. One obvious trend in modern research is a shift of focus from “global globalization” (i.e., globalization of the society in general) to instances of “local globalization”, or globalization at the level of societal subsystems, one of which is science itself.

As the rest of the society, Russian science is undergoing an intensive and complex globalization process, with at least ten identifiable sources and ingredients.
1. “External Brain Drain”. 

2. Symmetrical patterns of professional migration, with more foreign (mostly CIS-based) scholars moving to Russia, and more Russian scholars going to study abroad.

3. Outsourcing. Some 8,000 scholars living in Russia are employed by U.S. organizations, and another 20,000, by those of E.U., resulting in “drain of ideas”.

4. An increasing number of works by Russian scholars are published in foreign journals or co-authored with foreign colleagues. This number is about 1.5 times the world average.

5. Internetization of Russian science. The community of Internet users in Russia is expanding 6 times as fast as in the Netherlands. Russian Scholars rank among the most dedicated Web users.

6. Globalization of content. Social sciences and humanities in Russia are becoming a mechanism for translating Western knowledge into domestic social practice.

7. Changes in the social and psychological profile of a typical Russian scholar alongside Western standards.

8. Globalization of social organizational patterns of Russian science, bringing it closer to the world science. This trend was legalized as Russia signed the Bologna Declaration.

9. Globalization of the social functions performed by Russian science, as the relationship between academic research and society in general becomes increasingly pragmatic. Society’s expectation is that science should lay the foundation for knowledge-intensive production and improving living standards.

10. Globalization within Russia. Despite concentration of academic potential in two major cities, deprovincialization of science is already a visible tendency, as regional research centers are increasingly developing direct contacts rather than trying to access the international wealth of knowledge via Moscow.
Given rapid globalization of Russian science, the relevant question is, to what extent the CASEs and, in particular, the thematic foci of their grant-supported projects are responsive to this trend.
In a pilot study we applied this test to the thematic areas of visiting scholar’s research projects at the Tomsk CASE. After some initial analysis based on the “Globalization – Localization” criterion we identified four main categories of projects. First, “local” studies of essentially global issues with no regional or temporal restrictions in their formulation. Example: “Ethno-social Processes in the Informal Economy”. Second, “local” studies focusing on a particular region or a particular time period. Third, “hyperlocal” studies with subject matter characterized by “dual localization” – that is, localized both in space and in time; example: “The Russian Daily Life Culture (19th – 20th Centuries)”. Fourth, studies that can be described as “glocal”, i.e. comprising both globalistic and local aspects; example: “The dialogue and Interaction of Cultures (Intra-Regional Aspect – Based on the Tyumen Region Case)”.

Our analysis produced the following results. The majority of studies (39%) are of the “hyperlocal” type, i.e. localized both geographically and temporally, while 15% of themes are just “local”, 32% are “glocal”, and only 14% are truly “local”.

Of course, it is not appropriate to make any definite conclusions from these data, let alone assert that, despite the globalization of Russian and international science, CASE scholars have become “rooted” in their local problems. However the discernable trend deserves some attention. It would also make sense to take inventory of visiting scholars’ projects, put them into a system and analyze, using multiple parameters rather than the “Global – Local” test only. After all, as soon as the CASEs are not intended just to serve the scholars but also to help them create a certain research product and generate new knowledge, such product should be better structured, with the key trends in the evolution of scholars’  research being closely monitored.

Center for Advanced Studies and Education,

Ural State University

Tolerance and Societies Integration Under Globalization

Academic Director: Maxim Khomyakov, 
Doctor of Science (Philosophy), Academician (Russian Academy of Natural Sciences), Academic Vice-Rector of the Retraining Institute, Ural State University

Administrative Director: Valery Gudov,
Candidate of Science (Philology), Associate Professor, Dean of the Philology Department, Ural State University

Coordinator: Irina Polyakova

Postal Address:
51, Pr. Lenina, Yekaterinburg, RF, 620083
Phone: (3432) 50-75-86
Fax: (3432) 50-75-86
irina_polykova@mail.ru
http://www.ural.iriss.ru
Projects Under Implementation

1. Dialogue of Cultures and Civilizations – a network project by the Institute of General History (RAS), the Saratov, Voronezh, Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
2. Civil and Ethnic Identities: Integration Problems of Russian Society – a network project by the Institute of Sociology (RAS), the Novgorod and Ural CASEs.
3. Review of Competitive Position of Ural and Siberian Higher Education Institutions on the International Education Market – a joint project with the Irkutsk CASE.

4. Routine Tolerance: Description Methodology and Practical Development.
5. City as a Site for Inter-cultural Communication: Identity Policies and the Cultural Practices of Tolerance.
6. Shaping of a New Corporate Culture in an Old Industry Region.
7. Developing a Model of Common Cultural Space Within a Multi-ethnic Region.

8. Tolerance and Integration Processes Within the Society: Historic Evolution.

9. Models for Comparative Analysis of Urban Communities Development in Western Europe and the Russian Federation.
L. Drobizheva,

Ural CASE Supervisor

Methodology Problems in Multi-Disciplinary Studies
One of the key objectives achieved successfully by the CASEs over the recent years was to nurture an inter-disciplinary academic community around them. This kind of mutually stimulating interaction helped identify interesting and innovative thematic areas; raise and discuss large-scale issues relevant to the globalizing society; implement socially-oriented projects; and improve the quality of research.

Reduction in expensive and time-consuming empirical studies has been cited as a signal of crisis in humanities. This, in turn, was an obstacle to testing new research methodologies and techniques applied internationally which Russian scholars could learn as soon as administrative barriers were removed. Research and institutional activities in the CASE framework opened up certain opportunities for overcoming the academic crisis. Inter-disciplinary projects served to bridge the gap between the “old” disciplines (Philosophy, Linguistics, History) and the new ones (Political Science, Sociology, Culturology).

Joint projects straddling Philosophy, Pedagogies, Culturology, Linguistics, and Art Criticism have been successfully implemented within the Ural CASE. To a certain extent, these inter-disciplinary projects were responsible for a broader representation of disciplines in CASE activities. This can be confirmed by the mix of publications by the Ural CASE from 2001 through 2005: the share of books on Philosophy has been reduced by half while the relative number of works on multi-disciplinary issues, international relations and ethnicity has increased. 
Academic freedom, which is strengthened in inter-disciplinary studies, allowed for in-depth study of socially relevant issues, taking advantage of techniques and methodologies adopted from different academic schools. These new possibilities, however, were generating new problems. Among those was the problem of mutual understanding and the application of methods and methodologies that had to be adapted to the needs of particular disciplines.

Delineation of the problem area to be studied in a project begins with the use of concepts. Even the seemingly conventional term modernity, used routinely in every field of humanities, can be interpreted in a variety of ways. For historians studying contemporary national history, modernity comprises events of the post-Soviet – or at least post-WW2 period; historians specializing in earlier periods apply this term to contemporary history; while sociologists and social philosophers use it to refer to something that opposes tradition, any project whether completed or not (modern is an incomplete project according to Jurgen Habermas; Anthony Giddens talks about “new modernity”, and Zymunt Bauman, about the individualized society).

Other concepts are also subject to inter-disciplinary dispute resulting from their different treatment by various national traditions or academic schools. 
At the onset of the international project, “Official and Trivial Identities”, which involved scholars from China, Russia and U.S.A., the debate focused on the concepts of state, race, and ethnicity. When French scholars joined the project at a later stage, they immediately suggested a different set of notions – society, color, and culture. However there are different meanings behind each of these concepts, and the scholars displayed a different degree of readiness to accept those, depending on the specific situation. For example, the Russian team in the project would not substitute “society” for “state”. In Russia, strengthening of the state and its institutions was essential for properly regulating federal relations, controlling secessionist tendencies, and improving migration policy – not only for better employment but also as a measure preventing ethnical identities from developing into xenophobia and intolerance. Civil society which had long taken root in France was only emerging in Russia. This was exactly the “swirl of contradiction” in the problem area to be studied.

It would seem that mutual understanding becomes easier when sharing the same concept. The key concept for the Ural CASE is tolerance. But the attempts to interpret it in Russian terminology as “ability to tolerate” were rejected by those who had fresh memories of our recent past, when “we had to tolerate it far too long”. Others labeled tolerance as an ephemeral political symbol. It was only through the analysis of actual social practices and previously accomplished projects that tolerance could be definitely interpreted as one of the principles of a democratic society; the principle of being open to the flows of information; the principle of understanding, respecting and accepting the other which can only be limited by law.
In summary, inter-disciplinary projects were encouraging conventional use of concepts, and at least contributed to mutual awareness of their application. To an even larger extent, such projects were helpful in learning about and selecting the most reasonable methodological approaches.
After a history of over-politicized and ideologically burdened Cold War society, scholars throughout the former Soviet Union were moving away from a uniform methodology, especially because they had to study the previously dormant “nationalisms that bark” (Ernest Gellner), national movements, conflicts, and the new cultural and value phenomena. One understandable attempt to find answers to the difficult questions was the application of symbolic interactionalism routine which philosophically relies on the phenomenologic method. Hence the use of the case study approach, ethnomethodology, everyday sociology, and – in the realm of History – historic anthropology.

Based on this paradigm, the human being as a subjective reality interacts with others to create his own world, which to him is as important as the world of the macro- and meso-environment (human values, culture). The focus was on daily behavioral patterns, perception of “self” and “others”, choice of one’s own life strategy, and the possibility to influence others. Within this paradigm, research was extensively relied on in-depth interview, auto-biography study, biography interview, personal memoirs, etc. 
The above methods opened up new venues to study gender issues, conflict phenomena, (in)tolerance, and ethnicity. They can help in describing many things, but not necessarily in explaining them – the social space is breaking apart. Scholars appealed to Hermeneutics. The hermeneutic circle induces movement from the part to the whole, and the perception of the part through the knowledge of the whole. But who is the main actor in the social space?

Constructivism became one of the most widely used methodological approaches in Sociology, History, Ethnology, Philosophy, and Political Science. This paradigm was adopted in order to explain who constructs the symbolic space, and how. Using works by B. Andersen, A. Gellenr, and E. Hobsbaum, politologists and ethnologists, as well as sociologists and culturologists conceptualized a new reality, often rejecting without remorse the method of structure-function analysis and the approaches related to social differentiation. Emphasis was placed on ideological, political and ethnic “entrepreneurs”, on leaders and activists who rely upon “cultural wars” or “wars of historic memory” for political and ethnic mobilization. The ideas of Constructivism were quickly adopted by politicians operating in the social environment.

It is not just political and ethnic “entrepreneurs” or other such actors who operate within the social field; this field is socially differentiated. The basis for social differentiation has changed throughout the transition period. Sociologists used to identify strata by income, prestige or access to power, but even this was insufficient. Following M. Archer, A. Giddens, P. Stompka and V. Yadov, researchers were introducing activity-based approach as a new principle of stratification. Within different age and gender strata, some individuals display an active, pragmatic attitude – those who are prepared to own property, open their own business, undergo retraining or learn additional skills, take a second job, etc.. These 
action-oriented social actors generate “fields” characterized by new values and ambitions. The activity-based approach in sociology and political science corresponded most closely to the findings of the Psychology school led by A. Leontiev and V. Ageyev. 

Such action-oriented groups have the greatest capacity for social well-being, which shapes tolerant attitudes in social, political and ethnic relationships.

All over the world researchers became naturally concerned with identifying the key driving factors of social transformations. Based on their large-scale cross-cultural studies, prominent scholars such as S. Isenstadt, L. Harrison and S. Huntington find that the modernization paradigm needs to be corrected. Even the overtaking modernization has international variations. Just as globalization, modernization is variable because “culture matters”. This conclusion was made by L. Harrison and S. Huntington from a recent study covering a number of countries. Notably, globalization experts tend to view “glocality” as one of the key future processes. 

Generally speaking, theoretical concepts are evolving towards recognition of the value of poliparadigmal approach in examining social practice. This is especially relevant to inter-disciplinary studies.   

Quantitative Analysis: Activities of the Centers for Advanced Studies and Education in 2002 – 2005
1. Throughout the report period, the CASEs delivered a total of 273 conferences and seminars bringing together over 15,000 scholars and professors from Russia, CIS and other countries. 
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2. The CASEs collectively prepared 188 published works. 
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3. As part of their activities, the CASEs implemented 63 research projects with a total of 1,739 participants.
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4. Over the report period, 197 young scholars and professors from regional universities went on international study tours as part of CASE projects.
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CASE Publications

Publications by the Voronezh CASE
1. Conservatism in Russia and in the World, in 3 parts / editors: A. Minakov (executive editor) et al. – Voronezh: the Voronezh State University, 2004. Part I – 264 pp.; Part II. – 258 pp.; Part III; 222 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 3) 

2. The Culture of Mutual Understanding and the Mutual Understanding of Cultures: joint monograph, in 2 parts, edited by L. Grishaeva, M. Popova. - Voronezh: the Voronezh State University, 2004. – Part I – 219 pp; Part I – 225 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 4)

3. National Identity and Its Reflection in Artistic Mind, by M. Popova – Voronezh: the Voronezh State University, 2004; 170 pp. 
4. Russian Empire: Stabilization Strategy and Renovation Experiences, edited by M. Karpachev, M. Dolbilov, A. Minakov - Voronezh: the Voronezh State University, 2004; 472 pp (“Monograph“ series, Issue #  5).

5. Social Conflicts and Partnership / joint monograph, edited by A. Glukhova and V. Rakhmanin. – Voronezh: the Voronezh State University, 2004; 372 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 3).
Publications by the Ural CASE 

1. The Past that Won’t Go: Essays on the History and Historiography of 20th Century Germany, by A. Boroznyak - Yekaterinburg: Ural State University publishing house, 2004; 330 pp.

2. Russia-Crimea-Balkans: the Dialogue of Cultures: international conference research papers (Sevastopol, September 6-10, 2004), Yekaterinburg: Academic-Pedagogical Inter-disciplinary Agency “Volot”, 2004; 390 pp.

3. Cultural Practices of Tolerance in Verbal Communication: joint monograph / Executive Editors N. Kupina and O. Mikhailova – Yekaterinburg: Ural State University publishing house, 2004; 595 pp.

4. Tolerance as Practical Philosophy in Pedagogics: joint monograph / Executive Editor: A. Pertsev. – Issue # 14 - Yekaterinburg: Poligraphist, 2005; 260 pp.
5. Tolerance in a Society of Diversity: joint monograph, edited by V. Kemerov, T. Kerimov, A. Zenkova – Issue # 15 – Yekaterinburg: Poligraphist, 2005; 232 pp.

Publications by the Tomsk CASE 

1. Problems of Inter-disciplinary Research in Humanities: Academic Yearbook of the Tomsk CASE – 2002 / edited by V. Zinoviev. - Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004; 454 pp.

2. Fixed Behavioral Patterns of Individual and Group Systems (in Culture, Education, Science, Norm and Pathology), by G. Zalevsky. – М., Tomsk: the Tomsk State University, 2004; 464 pp.

3. Mentality and the Communicative Medium in a Transitive Society / edited by V. Kabrin and O. Muravyova. – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004; 282 pp. 

4. Culture and Communication: Global and Local Dimensions / edited by Yu. Petrov, Doctor of Science (Philosophy) – Tomsk: NTL Publishing House, 2004; 400 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 7)

5. Factors Shaping the Spiritual and Social Identity of Western Siberia’s Population, From Antiquity to Modernity – 2003: joint monograph / Executive Editor: M. Voskresenskaya. – Tomsk: NTL Publishing House, 2004; 288 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 8)
6. Traditional Thinking Through the Times: Image, Sign, Reflection / edited by O. Ryndina – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004 (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 9)

7. Human Being – Text – Époque: Collection of Research Papers and Materials – Issue # 1: The Shaping of Living Environment and Mentality / edited by V. Zinoviev and Ye. Dutchak – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004; 320 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue #  4)

8. Political Values Issues in the Transformation of Regime: Academic Yearbook of the Tomsk CASE-2003 / edited by A. Shcherbin – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004; 252 pp. – (“Research Papers” series, Issue #5)

9. Experience in development of Regional-Focus Literature – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2004. – 308 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 6)

10. U.S. Policy in Central Asia (1992-2004), by Ye. Troitsky – Tomsk: the Tomsk University Publishing House, 2005; 184 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue #  10)

Publications by the Novgorod CASE 

1. Law and Time, by O. Smaznova / Novgorod State University. – Novgorod-the-Great, 2004; 168 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue #  1)

2. Procedural Remedies, by P. Kolesov / Novgorod State University. – Novgorod-the-Great, 2004; 220 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue #  2)

3. Liberal Theories of Justice and Practice of Politics in Russia / Novgorod State University. – Novgorod-the-Great, 2004; 260 pp. (“Monograph“ series, Issue # 3)
4. The Many Faces of Finland. The Image of Finland and Finns in Russia. – collection of articles / academic editors: A. Tsamutali, O. Ilyukha, G. Kovalenko: Novgorod State University. – Novgorod-the-Great, 2004; 404 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 1)
Publications by the Far East CASE 
1. Asian-Pacific Realities, Prospects and Projects: 21st Century / edited by V. Sokolov. Vladivostok: Far East University Publishing House, 2004; 448 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 1)

2. Russian Administration and Chinese Migrants in the South of Russia’s Far East (2nd Half of 19 c. – Early 20th c.), monograph by Ye. Nesterova -  Vladivostok: Far East University Publishing House, 2004; 372  pp.
Publications by the Saratov CASE 

5. Liberal Thought in Russia (1860-1880), by V. Kitayev – Saratov State University Publishing House, 2004; 380 pp.

6. The Power of Modern Journalism, or Mass Media in Reality, by V. Prozorov – Saratov State University Publishing House, 2004; 240 pp.

7. The Psychology of Political Power: Academic Paper – Saratov State University Publishing House 2004; 280 pp.

8. Bolshevik Power and the German Autonomy on the Volga (1918-1941), by A. Gherman; Saratov State University Publishing House, 2004; 520 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 3)

9. State Power and Trends in the Shaping of New Social Unities in the Region – Saratov: “Nauchnaya Kniga” publishing house, 2004; 560 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 4)

10. Citizens’ Right to Information, and Information Openness of State Power: Conceptual Issues of Legal Regulation, by O. Afanasieva / Academic Editor M. Afanasiev – Saratov: “Nauchnaya Kniga” publishing house, 2004; 168 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 5)

11. Alexander Solzhinitsyn and Russian Culture: Research Paper - Saratov State University Publishing House, 2004; 292 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 2)

12. State Power and Discourse in Mass Media: Research Paper; Saratov State University Publishing House, 2005; 176 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 3)

13. Diversity of Religious Experience and the Problems of Sacralization/Desacralization of Power in the Christian and Moslem Worlds: research paper/ edited by A. Gladyshev and V. Ustyantsev. Part 1: State Power, Religion, Culture in a Changeable World. Attempt at Philosophic Reflection – Saratov: “Nauchnaya Kniga” publishing house, 2005; 192 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 4)
14. State Power and the Formation of Soviet People’s Historic Conscience: a course of lectures by V. Danilov – Saratov: “Nauchnaya Kniga” publishing house, 2005; 192 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 6)
15. The Russian Empire in Foreign Historiography: Anthology of Recent Works / compiled by P. Verst, P. Kabytov, A. Miller; M.: “Novoye Izdatelstvo” publishing house, 2005; 696 pp. – (“Novye Granitsy”)

Publications by the Irkutsk CASE 

1. Baikal Region and the Geopolitics of Central Asia: History, Modernity, Prospects (materials of the international academic workshop) - Irkutsk: “Ottisk” Publishing House, 2004; 164 pp. 

2. Russia and the East: a View from Siberia. 2004: Materials and papers outlines of the international academic and practical conference dedicated to the 60th anniversary of Russia-New Zealand diplomatic relations and 25th anniversary of the Center for Asian-Pacific Studies (Irkutsk State University), held in Irkutsk on May 20-22, 2004 / edited by V. Oltarzhevsky (Executive Editor), V. Dyatlov, L. Dameshek, G. Novikov, M. Rybalko – Irkutsk: “Ottisk” Publishing House, 2004; 308 pp.

3. Siberia and Korea in North-Eastern Asia. Irkutsk: “Ottisk” Publishing House, 2004; 128 pp.

4. Siberia: a View from Within and from Outside. Spiritual Dimension of Space / I. Plekhanova (Academic Editor), I. Ponomaryova. – Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2004; 327 pp.

5. Peoples and Cultures of Siberia. Interaction as a Factor of Formation and Development. Issue # 3 / edited by A. Generalov (Academic Editor), M. Turov – Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2004; 184 pp.

6. Eurasian Space: Experience in Creating Environmental Legislation. A Collection of Research Papers. Materials of the international academic and practical conference, October 7-8, 2004 (Irkutsk) – Irkutsk: Publishing House of the Irkutsk State University, 2004;  216 pp.

7. Siberia’s Legal Development in the Framework of Domestic and Foreign Policy Implementation: Regional Law-making and Enforcement. Materials of the National Academic and Practical Conference, November 28-29, 2004, (Irkutsk) / edited by S. Shishkin (Executive Editor), N. Shishkina, O. Lichichan et al. – Irkutsk State University’s Regional Information Center, 2004; 247 pp.

8. Comprehensive Studies Into Ancient and Traditional Societies of Eurasia: A Collection of Research Papers / edited by Yu. Kiryushin and A. Tishkin. – Barnaul: Altai University Publishing House, 2004; 544 pp.

9. Peoples and Cultures of Northern Asia. Research materials from 2004. / M. Turov (academic editor), – Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2005; 134 pp.

10. The Semantics of Domicile in the Traditional Buryat Culture, by M. Sodnompilova - Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2005; 218 pp.

11. Ethnogenesis of Western Buryat Population (6th-19th cc.), by B. Nanzatov – Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2005; 159 pp.

12. Constitutional Law Status of Russian Federation Autonomous Districts: History, Modernity, Prospects (based on documents of the Aghin-Buryat and Ust-Ordyn Autonomous Districts), by B. Damdinov – Irkutsk: “Radian” Publishing House, 2005; 178 pp.

Publications by the Baltic CASE 
1. At the Cultural Crossroads: Russians in the Baltic Region – Issue # 7, of 3 parts/ under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev. – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004. Part I – 258 pp.; part II – 229 pp.  
2. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 1 (26): Sustainable Economic Development of Russia’s Special Territory, and International Cooperation / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 48 pp. 

3. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 2 (27): External Conditions for Regional Development / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 41 pp. 

4. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 3 (28): Accommodation of Interests in the Development Strategy of Kaliningrad Region as a Region of Cooperation / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 47 pp. 

5. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 4 (29): New Spatial Forms in Economy Organization / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 51 pp. 

6. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 5 (30): Regional Strategy: Theoretical and Methodological Aspects / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 49 pp. 

7. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 6 (31): The Kaliningrad Socium, Based on Sociological Surveys of 2001 – 2004 / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 50 pp. 

8. Region of Cooperation, Issue #. 7 (32): Improvement of Regional Economic Policy / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 37 pp. 

9. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 8 (33): Development Concepts for Kaliningrad Region in the Context of Russia-Europe Interaction in the Baltics: Analytical Report / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 95 pp. 

10. Russian Baltics: Cross-border Cooperation / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev - Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004. Part 1; 221 pp. 

11. From an Isolated Exclave to the “Corridor of Development”: Alternatives for the Russian Exclave in the Baltics , by A. Klemeshev and G. Fyodorov – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 253 pp.

12. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 9 (34): Concept of development of the Kaliningrad region under the conditions of Russian-European cooperation in the Baltic Sea region: Analytical report / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev. – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 87 pp.

13. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 10 (35): Social and Economic Policy for Rural Development / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 53 pp.

14. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 11 (36): The Progress of Cooperation Between the Kaliningrad Region of RF and Poland / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 44 pp.

15. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 12 (37): Improvement of Regional Strategy / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 72 pp.

16. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 13 (38): Education in Russia and Europe in the Context of Globalization / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 84 pp.

17. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 14 (39): Globalization and Regionalism: Theory and Problems of the Kaliningrad Exclave / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 54 pp.

18. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 15 (40): Evolution of Russian Free/Special Economic Zones: What Next?/ under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 64 pp.

19. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 16 (41): New Economy of the Kaliningrad Region / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 83 pp.

20. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 17 (42): Region Under Globalization / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 74 pp.

21. Region of Cooperation, Issue # 18 (43): Human Rights and Gender Policy in Kaliningrad Region / under the general editorship of A. Klemeshev – Kaliningrad: KSU Publishing House, 2004; 53 pp.

Publications by the Rostov CASE  

1. The Caucasian Region: Ways of Stabilization. International Academic Conference Material / Executive Editor: Yu. Volkov – Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University Publishing House, 2004; 288 pp.
2. Traditional and Modernizing Russia in the Historical Philosophy of Russian Liberalism (K. Kavelin, S. Solovyov, B. Chicherin), by A. Yerygin. Part One: Historical Philosophy of Russian Liberalism, Second Half of 19th Century (the Theme of Russia) – Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University Publishing House, 2004; 376 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 1).

3. Orthodox Christianity and Capitalism (the Philosophy of Economy), by M. Eloyan and S. Bulgakov – Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University Publishing House, 2004; 328 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 2).

4. Ethnoeconomics in the Modernization Paradigm of National Economy Development: Sustainability Sources and Adaptability Reserves / edited by V. Ovchinnikov and Yu. Kolesnikov – Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University Publishing House, 2004; 180 pp. (“Research Papers” series, Issue # 2).
5. Institutional Modernization of Russia’s Economy: the Territorial Aspect / edited by A. Druzhinin and V. Shuvalov – Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University Publishing House, 2004; 264 pp. (“Monograph” series, Issue # 3).
Specialized Projects of the ISE-Center

The current priorities of the Program are: improving the quality of CASE research initiatives; strengthening their position among the educational and research institutions of Russia; closer integration of CASEs into the international academic community; and networking with leading Russian and international study centers. In order to develop these priority areas, a number of specialized projects were initiated under the Program, including publications, joint projects with international partners, etc.

University Management 

With ongoing development of the CASE Program, it is important to correlate the tasks of individual CASEs with goals and strategies of the participating universities. The CASEs have accumulated significant research and methodological capacity. They are now hubs of activity attracting scholars from neighboring regions and maintaining contacts with research and educational institutions in Moscow. The CASEs do not just bring additional funding to the host universities but also endow them with a special status within the national system of higher education. 

Nevertheless, given the substantial change in the general approach and organization of the Ministry of Education and Science, the Program needs to respond more readily to the needs of partner universities. 
Based on these circumstances, a number of new initiatives were implemented in order to provide comprehensive and meaningful assistance to regional universities in the process of education reform. 

CASE Partner Universities Rectors Meeting
Rectors of CASE partner universities met in November 2004 in Moscow to discuss the current situation with the Program and its future prospects. The meeting was attended by the Rectors of the Irkutsk, Kaliningrad, Novgorod, Rostov, Tomsk and Ural Universities.  

All the participants in the meeting expressed their satisfaction with the results of CASE activities and the thematic priorities of the Program.
Issues that were of greatest concern to the participants include the following: 

(1) closer integration of the CASEs into the educational process; 

(2) increasing the effectiveness of CASE activities outside Russia and expanding their international contacts; 

(3) strengthening the role of CASEs as an instrument of horizontal academic mobility. 

The participants spoke in favor of holding regular meetings of CASE universities’ Rectors in order to discuss the current issues of Program evolution. 

CASE Host Universities' Rectors Visit to Leading U.S. Universities and Education Development Centers, May 2005

In May 2005, pursuant to the decision made by Rectors at their November 2004 meeting concerning the measures to increase the effectiveness of CASE activities outside Russia and broaden their international contacts,  the ISE-Center and the National Council for Eurasian and East European Research (NCEEER) jointly organized a study tour to leading U.S. education centers for host universities’ Rectors and administrative staff members. The delegation visited some of the most prominent educational institutions located in New York, Boston, Chicago and the state of Michigan. The choice of sites to visit was determined by the organizers’ wish to demonstrate to the group the widest possible spectrum of U.S. institutions working in the areas of education and research, including the major public universities, small and large private universities, networks of higher education institutions, organizations involved in quality assessment and universities rating, relevant grant-making organizations, and U.S. mass media. 

During the visit the Rectors had an opportunity to:

· learn about U.S. experience in the management of large educational institutions;

· make arrangements for joint international projects with centers for Russian and Eurasian studies;

· have a tour of strategic planning centers of U.S. universities;

· meet with representatives of various associations, universities and research centers which are interested to work in Russia’s regions, and discuss possible joint projects;

· visit the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the MacArthur Foundation in Chicago.

The Russian-Polish Forum on European Politics 
Despite the ever-growing contacts between regional scholars and their colleagues outside Russia, for a number of years little information was available about the work of experts in Central Europe. Meanwhile, the experience of Central European countries, which have been reorganizing their research and educational systems, could prove extremely useful in reforming Russia’s regional universities. 

The Russian-Polish Forum on European Politics is a project initiated with the view to strengthen contacts with our colleagues in Poland. The Forum took place in May, 2004. Its main purpose was to enable the exchange of views on a broad spectrum of issues concerning Europe in general and bilateral relations. The conference was attended by prominent foreign affairs experts from the Baltic and Rostov CASEs, as well as from Moscow, Warsaw, Wroclav, Lodz; Foreign Ministry officials of both countries; deputies of the Polish Sejm and the RF State Duma. The conference was organized with maximum publicity, both Russian and Polish mass media were invited. 

The project appears especially relevant with the expansion of the European Union which results in a higher role played by Countries of Central and Eastern Europe in Russia’s foreign policy. Cooperation of regional scholars with the currently active policy makers is especially valuable experience. 

Publications: Program’s Golden Collection 

Published works are traditionally those resulting from the best CASE projects. The “Golden Collection” marking the Program’s 5th anniversary contains the most interesting and popular monographs issued by individual CASEs over the five years:

· Political Myth, Now and Before, by N. Shestov (Saratov CASE)

· Axiology of Personal Existence, by V. Baryshkov (Saratov CASE)

· Novgorod Region Folklore: History and Present / compilation by O. Berdyayeva (Novgorod CASE)
· Novgorod the Great  in Foreign Writings of 15th – Early 20th cc. / compilation by G. Kovalenko (Novgorod CASE)
· Methodology Synthesis: Past, Present and Prospects / edited by B. Mogilnitsky, I. Nikolaeva (Tomsk CASE)

· Symbolism as the Silver Age World Perception: Socio-Cultural Factors Shaping the Social Conscience of the Russian Cultural Elite at the turn of 19th – 20th Centuries, by M. Voskresenskaya (Tomsk CASE)

· Siberia and the American West: the Movement of Frontiers, by A. Ageyev (Irkutsk CASE) 

· German Romanticism: Dialogue of Artistic Forms, by A. Botnikova (Voronezh CASE)
· “Philosophical and Linguo-Cultural Problems of Tolerance, edited by N. Kupina and M. Khomyakov (Ural CASE)
· Linguistic Reflection in the Post-Soviet Époque, by I. Vepreva (Ural CASE)
Joint Project by the CASE Program and the LOGOS Philosophy Journal of the State University - Higher School of Economics 

1. Logos journal. № 4-5 (39), 2003. Issue title: “Power” (with the contribution of the Saratov CASE). 

2. Logos journal. № 5 (44), 2004. Issue title: “Time in History and Culture” (with the contribution of the Rostov CASE).

3. Logos journal. № 4 (49), 2005. Issue title: “Language and the National Conscience” (with the contribution of the Voronezh CASE).

Other Projects

Project to Facilitate Integration of Russia’s Regional Higher Education Institutions into the European Education Space (Bologna Process)

Completed in June, 2005 
The Project to Facilitate Integration of Russia’s Regional Higher Education Institutions into the European Education Space (Bologna Process) was a joint initiative of ISE-Center and the National Training Foundation (NTF) launched in 2004. 

The Project’s goal is to identify and analyze strategies for the adaptation of Russian universities to the Bologna Process and to develop practical recommendations on the transition to new organizational patterns in education. 

Based upon analysis of the best practices developed by leading Russian universities, project experts produced practical recommendations that will enable prompt integration of Russian higher education institutions into the European education space. The end result of the Project is a generalized study describing the status quo at the individual university level, providing a realistic assessment of the extent to which the Russian education system is ready to accept the norms and principles of Bologna.

The format and concept of the Project were developed during a round table session which helped identify the most noteworthy practices in Russian education. 

The key findings of the Project were discussed at the international forum of experts “Assisting the Integration of Russian Institutions of Higher Education into the European Educational Space (Bologna Process)” which took place in January, 2005. The forum was attended by at least 100 people, including administrators of almost all leading higher education institutions in Moscow, St. Petersburg and the regions; officials from the RF Ministry of Education and Science; and a number of prominent Russian and international experts who were giving consultations to Moscow and regional educators on the principal aspects of joining the Bologna process. 
The main outcome of the Project was a collection of papers entitled “The ‘Soft Entry’ into Bologna for Russian Universities”. The book reviews the main parameters, development process and the key principles of the European educational reform known as the “Bologna System”. It also describes the potential gains from joining the process that can be derived by the national system of higher education in general, as well as by any particular university, professor and student. The authors demonstrate that the “Bologna System” is not imposed “from above” but, on the contrary, is a flexible instrument leaving the universities sufficient headroom, allowing for variety and stage-by-stage approach. The book describes potential difficulties that Russian universities may face on the way, and some specific steps that must be made to be part of the Bologna process. It also contains case studies on Russian (and foreign) higher education institutions joining the Bologna process. The book was co-authored by 33 experts representing the leading universities of Russia and other countries, as well as other organizations involved in Bologna reform in Russia.
The following organizations and educational institutions are represented in the Project Expert Group:

Academy of National Economy, under the RF Government 

State University – Higher School of Economics.

Far East State University
Department for Higher Education under the Czech Republic Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
Steering Committee for Higher Education and Research (CDESR), Council of Europe 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) (MGIMO) of the MFA of Russia

Moscow Higher School of Social and Economic Sciences
Moscow State Institute of Steel and Alloys (Technological University)

Moscow Lomonosov State University 

St. Petersburg  State University
St. Petersburg  State University of Electrical Technology (LETI)

Tomsk State University
Tomsk Polytechnic University 
Federal State Institution “National Information Center for Academic Recognition and Mobility” 

University of Florence, Italy
Center for Comparative Educational Policy under the RF Ministry of Education and Trade
Estonian Higher Education Evaluation Committee 
Independent Training Materials Certification Committee  (ITMCC)

Completed in December, 2004. 

December 2004 marked the completion of the Independent Training Materials Certification Committee (ITMCC) project, funded by the National Training Foundation (NTF) and implemented in the course of 2 years (2003 through 2004).

The main goal of the project was independent assessment and certification of training materials in the disciplines of Political Science, Sociology and Economics. The project was designed to assist in large-scale dissemination and effective integration of the results of the most successful NTF-supported projects in the educational process.

Three discipline-specific expert groups formed under the ITMCC were responsible for primary review of training materials. Decision to award certification was made by the ITMCC Board, whose members include top officials of educational and research institutions, as well as experts in Economics, Sociology and Political Science. 

For the period up to 2010 (Minutes Record # 31), pursuant to decision by the Coordinating Council for Implementation of Russia’s Education Modernization Concept, the Ministry of Education and the ITMCC Administration approved the terms and conditions for assigning Ministry label to ITMCC-certified training materials, without subjecting them to appraisal by specialized Training Methodology Associations.

The ITMCC’s competence in reviewing training materials was confirmed by the Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science. 

For the first time in Russia, ITMCC implemented a public-and-professional approach to training materials appraisal by experts from higher education institutions representing different academic schools of modern social sciences and economics. The multistage, anonymous review procedure enables them to give an unbiased estimate of quality against highest international standards and give opinion as to whether training materials deserve broad distribution. 

Throughout the project the Committee reviewed 259 training materials titles, 108 of which were certified. 

Board Members of the Independent Training Materials Certification Committee (ITMCC)
1. Yelena Gevorkian, Chairperson of the ITMCC Board, Deputy Head of the Federal Service for Supervision in Education. 
2. Vitaly Vidyapin, President (Rector) of the Russian Plekhanov Economic Academy, Doctor of Science (Economics), Professor, Merited Scholar of the Russian Federation.
3. Leonid Grebnev, Chief Research Officer, Moscow Lomonosov State University.

4. Valery Kovalenko, Doctor of Science (Political Science), Professor, Head of the World and Russian Politics Chair, Philosophy Department, Moscow State University.

5. Vasily Kolesov, Professor, Dean of the Economics Department, Moscow Lomonosov State University.

6. Alexander Kondakov, General Director of the “Prosveshchenie” Publishing House.

7. Andrei Kortunov, President of the New Eurasia Foundation; Vice-President of the Eurasia Foundation, Russia; President of the Independent, Non-profit Organization “ISE-Center (Information. Scholarship. Education).” 

8. Lev Lyubimov, First Vice-Rector of the State University – Higher School of Economics.
9. Nikolai Skvortsov, Dean of the Sociology Department, St. Petersburg  State University.

10. Theodor Shanin, Professor and Rector of the Moscow School of Social and Economic Sciences.
Scholarship Programs for Undergraduate and Graduate Students

The project was handed over to the “New Eurasia” Foundation
In addition to other international initiatives, the following network programs were supported in 2004: Oxford Colleges Hospitality Scheme (Oxford University, jointly with the British Council), the OSI/FCO Chevening Scholarship Scheme (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, U.K.), and the Supplementary Grants Program.

These programs enable young university teachers and staff members of research institutions from countries of Central Europe and the former Soviet Union to conduct research or upgrade their professional skills in Oxford or one of the universities in U.K.
The Supplementary Grants Program (Soros Foundation–Hungary) provides social sciences/humanities education grants to undergraduate and graduate students; its aim is to promote cross-cultural communication among students.

In 2004, two scholars from the Saratov State University (Larisa Chernova, Mikhail Nikitin) and three scholars from the Voronezh State University (Yelena Ishchenko, Maria Popova and Anna Stebletsova) received Oxford library research grants. An Oxford Master studies grant for the 2004/2005 academic year was awarded to Olga Domorovskaya, a young teacher at the Rostov State University.
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